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Walkersville Southern Hosts Vintage Steam Engine 
By ALEX MAYES,, Potomac Chapter NRHS 

Most U.S. heritage railroads operate their 
excursion trains with diesel power due to the high 
cost of maintaining steam locomotives.  The 
operators of heritage railroads know that steam 
locomotives are popular with the public and bring 
in more riders. To address this issue and 
hopefully attract more paying riders, there are a 
couple companies that rent steam engines to 
heritage railroads.   

One such company is the Gramling Locomotive 
Works of Ashley, Indiana.  This company was 
established to obtain and restore smaller steam 
locomotives so they can be transported to 

heritage railroads over roads on flatbed trailers. 
This concept has proven to be popular.  

Gramling Locomotive Works now have three 
operating steam locomotives: former Jeddo Coal 
Company 0-4-0 saddletank locomotive No. 85, 
named “Mack,” Flagg Coal Company No. 75, an 
0-4-0 saddletank locomotive built by Vulcan Iron 
Works for the Flagg Coal Company in 1930, and 
Lehigh Valley Coal Company No. 126, named 
"Sadie," an 0-6-0 saddle tank locomotive built by 
Vulcan Iron Works for the Lehigh Valley Coal 
Company and put into service in May 1931.  

(Continued on p. 9.) 

 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALEX  MAYES 

NO. 85 READY FOR THE DAY’S FIRST RUN – Former Jeddo Coal Company 0-4-0T No. 85 in 

the Walkersville, MD yard on May 22nd prior to the first run of the day.   
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Upcoming Conferences and Conventions 

August 23-28, 2021 
2021 NRHS Convention 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 October 7-11, 2021 
2021 NRHS Fall Conference 

Ronkonkoma, New York 

 

As of May 23, 2021, the NRHS convention registration form and information booklet 
are available on the NRHS web site at https://nrhs.com/convention/  

Please order tickets early, as space is limited on many of the venues. 
Thank you, and safe travels. 

 John H. Goodman  National Convention Chairman 

Submission Deadlines 
Month Print or online issue Deadline 

June 2021 Online issue May 10, 2021 
July 2021 No issue -- 

August 2021 Online issue July 10, 2021 
September 2021 Print/ mailed issue August 10, 2021 

October 2021 Online issue September 12, 2021 
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A Note to Members Who Wish to Attend the NRHS 
Milwaukee Convention - August 23-28, 2021 
By JOHN K. FIORILLA, Esq. General Counsel NRHS 

June 16, 2021. The NRHS is concerned about the health and safety of its members when they gather for 
the 2021 National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this August. 

All attendees must be fully aware of reasonable safety precautions so as to not contract or spread Covid 
19 or one of its variants.   The State of Wisconsin, State of Illinois and the Doubletree Milwaukee 
Downtown Hotel where the convention will be held all have Covid protocols that convention attendees are 
expected to follow.  While masking is required in the US and particularly in Wisconsin and Illinois for 
travel on all trains, planes, busses and other forms of transportation other than a private vehicle, it is not 
required outside if you are vaccinated.  However, you may wish to mask in crowds where a number of 
people may not have been vaccinated. 

The States of Wisconsin, Illinois and the hotel suggest you get vaccinated for Covid 19. Obviously 
masking inside at this time may be required at the different event locations that will be part of the 
convention especially for those persons who have not been vaccinated.    Social distancing is still a very 
good idea and Wisconsin is telling its citizens not to travel unless they are vaccinated. Please understand 
that there is no insurance available to any organization should someone become infected with Covid 19 
while at any venue at the convention.   In addition, NRHS will require that you sign a release that you 
understand the risks involved and that you will release the NRHS, NRHS Fund and the venue sights 
visited during the convention from any liability for contracting Covid 19 or one of its variants.  Obviously if 
your doctor says you can be vaccinated you should be vaccinated since this will give you the best 
protection against contracting or spreading Covid. 

Note the protocols can change without notice and as we get closer to the convention dates, we will 
provide a summary of what is expected from all attendees.  

 If you have any questions, you may address them to NRHS General Counsel John Flotilla at 
jfiorilla@dyerpeterson.com.   John K. Fiorilla, Esq.   General Counsel.                        

Convention Registration & Hotel Registration Details 
The 2021 National Convention is August 23 through August 28, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   The host hotel 
is the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Milwaukee Downtown, 611 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53203. The telephone number to use for our event is: 1-414-273-2950. 

The NRHS room rate is $119 per night for up to two people in a room, taxes are extra. The discount code 
to receive the group rate is: NRH. Rooms must be booked by 11:59pm on August 2, 2021 to receive the 
special rate. The special room rate is available three days prior to and after the convention dates. There 
are a very limited number of ADA Accessible rooms available. 

The link to the reservation web page for the NRHS group is below.  Please note the link is very long and 
all of it is needed. Clicking the link will open the webpage in a new window.  
https://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/M/MKECCDT-NRH-20210822/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

The hotel is located in downtown Milwaukee and is just three blocks away from the Amtrak station. It is 
also a ten-minute drive from the General Mitchell International Airport (MKE). Please note, there is no 
hotel shuttle. 

The convention registration booklet is now available online at https://nrhs.com/.  It includes the 
registration form, schedule, excursion descriptions, prices and ticket order form and more.  
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NRHS 2021 Heritage Award Grants    
By CHARLES WEBB, NRHS Heritage Grants Committee 

Applying  
Organization 

Project 
 Description 

NRHS 2021 
Award 

Ontario & Western Railway Historical 
Society, Middletown NY 

Restore GE 44-ton diesel switcher 
NYO&W 105 $4,400 

National Museum of Transportation, St. 
Louis MO Restore milk tank car GPEX 1057 $4,540 

East Tennessee State University 
Research Foundation, Johnson City TN 

Preserve engineering documents of 
CC&O (Clinchfield) Railroad $3,010 

Hopewell Depot Museum, Hopewell 
Junction NY Restore wood caboose D&H 35845 $5,000 

Old-Brule Heritage Society, Maple WI 

Restore roof on NP 1900 Blueberry WI 
depot. $3,050 

San Bernardino (CA) Railroad Historical 
Society 

Restore boiler jacket on BLW1927 4-8-4 
ATSF 3751 $5,000 

Livingston (MT) Depot Foundation. 

Restore large windows on NP 1902 
passenger station $5,000 

Heart of Dixie Chapter NRHS, Calera AL 

Restore GE 100-ton diesel switcher, 
Alabama Power 197 $3,000 

Center for Railroad Photography & Art, 
Madison WI Preserve John Gruber photo collection $5,000 

Chehalis-Centralia Railroad & Museum, 
Chehalis WA 

Painting preparation on Barney & Smith 
1915 streamlined heavyweight business 
car SP&S 99 $5,000 

Bucktail Chapter NRHS, Saint Marys PA 

Purchase track maintenance backhoe 
for 2-ft gauge Bucksgahuda & Western 
railroad $5,000 

Electric City Trolley Museum Assoc, 
Scranton PA 

Restore Osgood-Bradley 1929 Scranton 
trolley 505 $5,000 

Friends of Stewartstown (PA) Railroad.  

Paint Bethlehem Shipbuilding 1925 
coach RDG 1158 $5,000 

North Carolina Railway Museum, New Hill 
NC 

Relocate 10-railcar museum collection 
via highway $5,000 

Yakima Valley Trolleys (YVT), Yakima 
WA 

Restoration 1910 YVT Co. carbarn and 
powerhouse $5,000 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum, Baltimore 
MD  

Restore doors, 1949 PCC car SEPTA 
2168  $2,000 

Pacific Northwest Chapter NRHS, 
Portland OR 

Purchase archival document scanning 
equipment $5,000 

 

Total NRHS 2021 Railway Heritage 
Grant Awards $75,000 
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Has It Really Been 50 Years ? 
By BOB COHEN, Potomac Chapter NRHS 

On Friday afternoon, April 30, 2021, several 
friends and acquaintances met in a pre-planned 
kind of commemoration of the last B&O run of its 
famous Capitol Limited April 30 - May 1, 1971 
and the start of Amtrak on May 1. 

It was 50 years to the day since the LAST Capitol 
Limited of the B&O and our little adventure was 
designated a commemoration/reminder of those 
50 years since that important date. This little mini-
trip was attended by perhaps 15 participants, and 
we used MARC’s commuter service southbound 
from Baltimore-Camden Station to Washington 
Union Station and then would use the same 
equipment for the scheduled return from whence 
we had begun this little adventure. 

The organizers of the get-together were primarily 
Dennis Fulton, David Grone, and Gary Schlerf out 
of the Baltimore area; the rest of us were invitees 
including John Hankey and about ten or so 
others, myself included. Dennis had contacted 
the MARC people he knew and had helped 
smooth the way for parking (and was that 
GREAT) right next to the station.  

We all purchased our tickets and after seeing 
each other perhaps for the first time in over a 
year, a particular delight, we settled down inside 
the station and chit-chatted as we awaited our 
trusty MARC steeds to arrive.  

 
PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID JOHNSON 

REMEMBERING THE B&O – On April 30, 2021, a group of Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Historical 

Society members and friends gathered at Camden Station in Baltimore, Maryland, to observe the 50 

Anniversary of the last departure of the the B&O Railroad's Capitol Limited from Baltimore to Chicago. 

The Maryland Transit Administration, MARC Train Service, hosted the group ride to and from 

Washington, D.C., on MARC Trains 857 and 858 to commemorate the occasion. MARC 73, originally 

B&O #3703, led the train into Camden Station and the group was especially appreciative of MARC 

adding the 73. Thanks to Alstom mechanical for making this happen. 
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As luck would have it, the good news for a start 
was an enjoyable 70-ish degree temperature for 
the beginning of our adventure. The other part of 
the story or as Paul Harvey liked to say “the rest 
of the story,” THIS was THE BIG WINDY DAY of 
the season, and little could we have guessed, 
that would play into the forthcoming events.  

A little after 5 p.m., the afternoon MARC 
commuter train arrived and we all scampered out 
to take our places on the lead car, the train being 
in the push mode back to DC. That was 5 cars 
and 2 locomotives down the platform. We all 
dutifully wore our masks, even though we all had 
been successfully inoculated from COVID-19. We 
departed at the advertised time - 5.30 p..m. We 
proceeded through the various interlockings in 
and around the Baltimore Terminal region before 
clearing that as well as the various construction 
and improvements noted along the way.  

Our first brief station stop was just north of the 
famous 1835 Thomas Viaduct, at the small St. 
Denis station.  We proceeded on and passed a 
northbound commuter train along the way. After 
clearing various slow orders around Elkridge, we 
were approaching Dorsey. Suddenly, all of us in 
this lead cab control car were startled by a loud 
“BAM”.  We felt an impact, and then immediately 
slowed and safely stopped. 

 What had we hit or what hit us? Remember the 
wind previously referenced? Yep, in the less than 
15 minutes since that northbound commuter had 
passed us, trees and debris had come down 
across the rails. At 60MPH and rounding a curve, 
the engineer saw the obstruction with only 
enough time to get behind a strong vertical steel 
post next to him for shielding. During next 45-50 
minutes, the crew assessed the damage that the 
two-foot or so diameter obstruction had done to 
our train. A few cables may have been 
disconnected beneath the train, but after a 
thorough inspection, the only irreparable damage 
for the crew was some to the front end HEP 
(head-end power) cables, which made our cab 
control car’s batteries no longer rechargeable. 
Fortunately, the train that had passed us a while 

back came to our rescue for our trip to 
Washington as this wasn’t a special charter or 
anything and there were passengers on board.  

After limping into the next station and stopping 
once again, we were offered two options: either 
change to the rescue train for DC and any points 
desired in between or stay with our partially 
damaged original cab control car and return to 
Camden. All troopers in our group chose to 
complete the journey as originally planned. This 
was a train group of guys and gals familiar with 
various railroad trials and tribulations, which we 
took in stride. Other than the hour or so delay, the 
remainder of our trip south was uneventful. 

Upon arrival in DC, those poor northbound 
commuters who had been so patiently (or 
perhaps impatiently) awaiting their transportation 
scampered aboard and instead of about 30 
minutes dwell time in DC, it was heading back 
from whence we came in less than 15 minutes. It 
was still over an hour later than normal. 

By this time, dusk was settling in and we 
departed, but our adventure was far from 
complete. When we were about halfway back we 
slowed down to a crawl and heard word that a 
freight train had a similar “argument” with some 
large, fallen wood objects and that one of them 
was lodged beneath its’ locomotive set. Repair 
crews were using chain saws as we continued 
our slow journey past the stack-train next to us, at 
its north end was some more debris, but this was 
small stuff that could be easily man-handled by 
our MARC crew and was.  

Along the way, many tales of yore were spun and 
John Hankey gave us a cute story of a 1977 Tom 
Thumb adventure at the time of the B&O’s 
Sesquicentennial. Others shared more 
reminiscences of days gone by and, when we 
finally arrived at Camden, it was nearly 10PM and 
no longer 70 degrees but more like 50 with a solid 
20-30 MPH “breeze” attached. Those who had 
not worn jackets earlier because it was nice were 
mildly uncomfortable to say the least. It doesn’t 
look like Kansas anymore, Toto 
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NRHS Advisory Council Meeting, August 27, 2021 
By CARL S. JENSEN, Advisory Council Representative, Roanoke Chapter   

NRHS Advisory Meeting is scheduled August 27 at the National Convention in Milwaukee. 

The Advisory Council made up of 
Representatives appointed by each Chapter is 
scheduled to meet on Friday, August 27. Each 
Chapter will need to appoint its National 
Representative. In order to bring the Council 
roster up to date, this information should be 
communicated to the National Office through 
NRHS Secretary Ellen Scott <escott@nrhs.com> 
no later than August 1.  Names of former 
representatives being reappointed  should be 
included.   Chapters are reminded their 
representative must be a current NRHS member.  

Council’s responsibility is to provide each 
Chapter’s interests and positions for 
consideration with other  members of the 
Advisory Council.  Through discussion by Council 
members and possible conclusions by the overall 
Council, these matters are communicated to the 
NRHS Board of Directors for possible action by 
that group. The Council Representatives are the 
direct link between their Chapter and the National 

Board and National Officers.   The Council 
usually meets prior to the Board of Directors on 
the same day. 

Representatives are expected to attend these 
meetings in person, but if that is not possible, the 
option of a telephone connection will be available. 
Due to cancellation of meetings in 2020 and more 
than half of 2021, this will be the Council's first 
opportunity to meet in person in almost two years 
at the August convention.  An agenda will be 
provided in advance.    

Due to the untimely passing of Del Kittendorf, 
Chairman of the Council, and subsequent 
changes in the remaining Council leadership, the 
first order of business in August will be the 
selection of both a new Chairman and Secretary.  
Anyone with a desire to fill either of these 
positions or having questions regarding the 
responsibilities should contact Al Weber as soon 
as possible.    

The NRHS Has a New Look – Have You Noticed? 

By MARLIN R. TAYLOR, Film Archival Committee  NRHS 

Have you recently visited the web site of the 
National Railway Historical Society? If not, how 
about exploring it sometime soon … just plug in 
“nrhs.com”! As you’ve likely read, it was 
completely rebuilt a year ago and has been 
expanded. 

Two items in particular to note: 

● Photographic Images Collection - When you 
land on the Home Page, see the collection of 
photos that slowly change. If you find these of 
interest, you’ll want to check back every 
couple of weeks as some will change every 
few days. The Society is in possession of 
thousands of slides and our Director of Visual 
Media, Mitch Dakelman, is digitally scanning 
slides as time permits … with the goal of 
creating an ever-growing library of photos for 
access by members and historians. 

● Directory of NRHS Chapters - The other 
feature … as you scroll down, in the right 
column is a listing of all NRHS chapters and 
each chapter’s key information. By the way, if 
you are a chapter officer, we suggest you 
check your chapter’s listing for any 
inaccuracies. If corrections are needed, send 
them to our webmaster, 
Dawn@DHolmberg.com so all data is kept up-
to-date. 

What would you like to see added/more of on 
your Society’s website? Keep in mind, it’s the 
NRHS’ face to the outside world! 

By the way … how about suggesting to your non-
member friends that they visit and see what the 
NRHS is about? It may encourage them to join 
and become part of preserving rail history! 
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It’s Time to Start Doing Conferences Again   
By RALPH “BOB” BITZER, Treasurer NRHS

The NRHS has had to cancel its regular 
operations of having in-person Spring and Fall 
conferences for almost two years due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. This has caused many 
interruptions to our normal way of life as well as 
the operations of the Society.  The NRHS Board 
Spring and Fall meetings and the Annual 
Membership meetings have been conducted on-
line.  We hope as we go forward that our in-
person conference programs can be safely 
reinstated now that much progress is being made 
in the control of the coronavirus through the 
vaccination programs.  

We have good news.  Our next in-person Fall 
conference is scheduled for October 7-9, 2021 in 
Ronkonkoma, NY. It is being hosted by the Twin 
Forks Chapter, NRHS.  We will be able to get 
back to our normal meeting format for the Board 
of Directors and the Advisory Council sessions.  

Putting on my NRHS Conference Coordinator’s 
Hat I regret to report that we have no conference 
sites available after the scheduled one in New 
York.  We like to have these events scheduled 
about 1 to 2 years out.  We should have 2022 
already planned for and approved. Unfortunately 
that has not yet happened. The Society relies on 
the support of the chapters to host NRHS Fall 
and Spring Conferences. Most of the important 
business that takes place is done at these 
conferences which are held for meetings of the 
NRHS Board of Directors, NRHS Advisory 
Council and the NRHS Fund Board of Trustees.  

How can the chapters help? Give serious thought 
to hosting a Spring or Fall conference. It’s really 
not that hard. It will result in the satisfaction of 

helping the Society and giving our members the 
opportunity to experience your rail scene culture 
and history. Look at your area and you will be 
amazed on how much there is available to offer 
visitors.  You may have a museum, operated by 
the chapter or another historical group, have local 
or regional railroads that can operate excursions, 
be part  an annual festival event for your area, 
have an important historical rail or related event 
which could be tied to a conference, have 
knowledgeable historians or railroad officials who 
can be guest speakers, etc. .  

Remember that conferences are normally only 
three days in length.  It is not an extensive time 
commitment.  Our normal schedule is Thursday 
for check-in and evening visual program, Friday is 
a rail related event, NRHS Fund meeting 
(evening) and Saturday is for NRHS Council and 
Board business meetings and an evening 
banquet with speaker.  

If you are ready to sign-up to run a conference, or 
have questions and wish to discuss operating one 
we want to hear from you. The Society will 
provide full instructions and support. We have a 
handbook that will be provided and a crew of 
knowledgeable folks which can walk you through 
the entire process of running a conference.  

Please contact me for more information, or any 
questions that you may have related to running a 
NRHS conference.  Email is treasurer@nrhs.com; 
phone is 301-206-5321. Looking forward to 
hearing from you.   

Thanks much and stay well! 

Request to all Chapter Representatives or Heads   
By DAWN HOLBERG, Northstar Chapter NRHS 

If you want or need to update your Chapter’s page on NRHS.com, please send an email to: 
Dawn@DHolmberg.com . I will make the updates. It is helpful to follow the order of the listing of the officers.  

For those Chapter representatives without email, please mail a note to: Dawn Holmberg, 2642 Clearview 
Ave., Mounds View, MN  55112. 
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Walkersville Southern Hosts Vintage Steam Engine 
(Continued from p.1.)  

The Walkersville Southern Railroad, headquartered 
in Walkersville MD, contracted with Gramling 
Locomotive Works to have their 0-4-0 saddletank 
locomotive No. 85, “Mack,” power a series of 
passenger trains on May 22-23, Memorial Day 
weekend and June 5-6, 2021.  On May 29th “Mack” 
powered a “Railfan Special Photo Freight” at 5:00 
PM.  This special train was comprised of vintage 
freight cars and a caboose.  Another train, powered 
by a diesel, carried photographers to the designated 
photo runby locations.  This special train was 
operated to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the 
Walkersville Southern Railroad.   

The line on which the Walkersville Southern 
Railroad operates was originally built by the 
Frederick and Pennsylvania Line Railroad and 
opened in 1872.  The Walkersville Southern 
Railroad runs 6.72 miles over the right of way 
originally built by this company.   

This line ran from Frederick, MD north to the 
Pennsylvania-Maryland State line near Kingsdale, 
PA. Chartered in 1867, the railroad started 
construction in 1869 and opened October 8, 1872.  
It cost $868,687 to build, about $19 million in 
today’s dollars.  It was initially leased to the 
Pennsylvania Railroad from January 1, 1875 to July 
of that year, when the PRR formed a new division, 
known as the Frederick Division, to operate this 
line.  In 1896 the line was liquidated in a judicial sale 
to the PRR for ten percent of its 1896 book value.  
The PRR reorganized the railroad in December 
1896 as the Frederick and Northern Railroad 
Company.  In March 1897, this new company was 
itself merged with other Pennsylvania-controlled 
railways into the Hanover and York Railroad 
Company.  In 1914, this railroad and the newly 

built Central Railroad of Maryland were then merged 
into the York, Hanover and Frederick Railway 
Company which remained a wholly owned stock 
subsidiary of the PRR into the creation of the 
PennDel company in December 1953. This 
company lasted into the Penn Central merger in 
1968 and the subsequent bankruptcy in 1970. In 
1972 this line was badly damaged by Hurricane 
Agnes, which destroyed the bridge over the 
Monocacy River two miles south of Walkersville.   

The line remained dormant until 1980 when 
the Maryland Midland Railway began operations 
over the route between Walkersville north to 
Taneytown. South of Walkersville the right-of-way, 
devoid of freight customers, was overtaken by 
brush and weeds.  The Frederick to Pennsylvania 
Line segment was transferred to the State of 
Maryland in 1982 for unpaid taxes.   

In 1991 a group of volunteers formed the 
Walkersville Southern Railroad and began clearing 
20 years of brush and trees from the line and 
rehabilitating the track.  The State of Maryland 
awarded the newly formed Walkersville Southern 
Railroad operation of the line south of Walkersville 
in 1993 and tourist trains began running in 1995 as 
far as the Monocacy River.    After the State of 
Maryland awarded the WSRR operation of the line 
in 1993 a contractor pulled the steel bridge spans 
from the Monocacy River, made necessary repairs 
to them and placed them back onto the concrete 
piers in October 1995.  Excursion trains then ran 
another two miles to the crossing of Maryland 
Route 26.  Today, diesel-powered regularly 
scheduled passenger trains, dinner trains and 
special trains run out of Walkersville at various 
times of the year. To find information about these 
trains visit their website at www.wsrr.org/ws  .

 

PHOTO COURTESY OF  TERESA RENNER 

REENACTMENT BRINGS HISTORY TO LIFE 

AT THE EX-PRR WALKERSVILLE STATION – 

Civil War reenactors performed mock skirmishes 

with canon and small arms fire along the line as 

the trains passed.  This photo was taken at the ex-

PRR Walkersville station prior to the departure of 

the first train on May 22
nd

. 



10  

NRHS News  <www.nrhs.com>  June  2021 

 
PHOTO COURTESY OF  TERESA RENNER 

M-1 AND NO. 28  – The first steam train of this season leaving the Walkersville yard 

approaching the boarding area on May 22nd.  The train was comprised of five coaches and 

ex-Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac caboose No. 923, one of six of its type 

purchased by the RF&P.  In the background is ex-Nickel Plate Railroad steel bay window 

caboose No. 446, privately owned and stored in the WSRR yard.  

 

 
PHOTO COURTESY OF  ALEX MAYES 

CABOOSE NO. 923 - Former Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad caboose 

No. 923, one of six purchased by RF&P, was coupled onto the rear of the trains.  It is 

owned by Chesapeake Railway Association (CRA).  Honoring wishes of RF&P employees 

who donated it to the CRA, it retains the logo of the now-gone RF&P.  Restoration 

completed in September 2008, it is in service  now on the Walkersville Southern Railroad. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF  TERESA RENNER  

HEADNG OUT  –The first train of the day, May 22nd, boarding passengers at 

the ex-PRR Walkersville station. 

 

 
PHOTO COURTESY OF  TERESA RENNER  

CROSSING THE MONOCACY  – The first train of the day, May 22nd, south 

bound crossing the Monocacy River two miles south of Walkersville. In 1972 

major flooding caused by Hurricane Agnes pushed the steel beams off the 

concrete piers into the river.  They stayed in the river for over 20 years  until a 

contractor pulled the steel bridge spans from the river, made necessary repairs to 

them and placed them back onto the concrete piers in October 1995.  Excursion 

trains then ran another two miles to the crossing of Maryland Route 26. 
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Central PA Chapter Train Show/Meet, Aug. 22, 2021  
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Visit to the Heart of the Heartlands Railroad Club 
By J.L.GATTIS, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter 

Acting upon a recent invitation, on May 7, a contingent from the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter 
trekked to far-southeastern Kansas to visit the museum complex of the Heart of the Heartlands Railroad 
Club. The museum is at unincorporated Carona, a few miles north of Columbus, Kansas. 

John Chambers, the vice president and historian of the museum group, conducted a tour lasting well over 
an hour of the outdoor rolling stock and the restored Carona Missouri Pacific depot building. The 
“outdoor” part of the visit included stepping inside an elegantly appointed former New York Central office 
car, vintage 1930, and the cab of the restored 1906 Kansas City Southern steam locomotive, No. 1023.  

We stopped for our brown-bag lunches inside their sizable building just before the forecast “30% chance 
of showers” struck. After eating, John continued with explanations of the many hundreds of “indoor” 
items, ranging from the common to the arcane, such as dining car china, artifacts from former active 
depots, and the operating stand of the first Kansas City Southern passenger diesel. 

After the protracted months of Covid precautions and restrictions, this museum trip proved to be a great 
choice for chapter members to safely view an outstanding collection. 

The Heartlands, which focuses on the railroads of the Four-State Area (Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas), receives support from Watco Companies and its owners, the Webb family of Pittsburg, 
Kansas. The Heartlands group was started by Watco founder Dick Webb in 1989. Watco’s South Kansas 
& Oklahoma Railroad now operates the tracks alongside the museum, which were once part of a Missouri 

Pacific line that extended from Nevada, Missouri through Coffeyville, Kansas. 

 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF  J. L. GATTIS 

SPEEDER AND SMILING MEMBERS - The mostly vaccinated group briefly removed masks to pose 

around one of the speeders inside the museum building.  From left to right: Jim Gattis, Travis Walls, 

Barb Gavron, Garon Lee, Allison Lee, Larry Spahn, John Chambers, Malcoln Cleaveland, Lynn 

Cleaveland, Gerald Hook, Hugh Harris, Ken Eddy. 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF  J. L. GATTIS 

1952 DIESEL HYDRAULIC SWITCH ENGINE  – John Chambers explains the features of one of the 

smaller outdoor pieces, a diesel hydraulic switch engine built by Whitcomb Locomotive Company in 

1952. In the background is a 1950s Chevrolet delivery van used by Railway Express Agency.  

 

Trolley  

 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF  J. L. GATTIS 

WELL-PRESERVED KCS NO. 1023  –  Built by Alco in 1906 as a 2-8-0, KCS No. 1023, was converted 

to an 0-8-0 for switching duties in 1925. It is now well-painted and preserved under a covering on the 

museum grounds. 
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Lackawanna Railroad Symposium Returns in 2021 

By BOB PASTORKEY, Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Society 

The Susqhehanna Valley Railway Historical 
Society and Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad Historical Society are pleased to 
announce the Lackawanna Railroad History 
Symposium will be held September 24 through 
26, 2021.  This symposium was previously 

scheduled for 2020, but was cancelled due to the 
pandemic.  For the latest details on the 
symposium, activities and location, please see 
the SVRHS web page at 
 http://trainweb.org/SVRHS/ . 

 

 

While in the area, be sure to visit and enjoy 
rail heritage history and programs in Owego, 
NY from mid-May to early October 2021.  

Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Society 
(SVRHS), Chapter No. 58 of the National Railway 
Historical Society (NRHS), is pleased to be taking 
part in a wide-coverage railroad history and 
heritage exhibit at the Tioga County Historical 
Society Museum in Owego, NY for an 
engagement and series of programs which will 
run from mid-May until early October. (See flyer 
on next page.) The program will bring in vestiges 
of regional railroad beginnings, development, 
services, long reigns and demises of some since 
the first ideas for providing transportation services 
via rails were put into effect in the late 1820s.  

SVRHS is a relatively late comer to the scene (we 
were chartered by NRHS in 1962 and did not 

reach our non-profit status until 1987). However, 
a combination of old railroaders, amateur and 
professional historians, authors, collectors and 
students of industry history brought together a 
unique group of members and friends who gave 
dedicated stewardship to provide a lasting 
coverage of the what, when, where, why and how 
the many now vanished lines that did their parts 
to provide all-season overland transportation here 
in New York's Southern Tier and adjoining parts 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania. For those planning 
to travel and obtain more experience in re-living 
some of the great eras of rail transportation, a 
summer visit to the Tioga County Historical 
Museum at 110 Front Street in Owego, NY 
should definitely be on your itineraries. 

Details on the Tioga County Historical Museum 
are available at https://tiogahistory.org/ . 
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Historic Rail Depots in Texas 
By JON SHEA, North Texas Chapter NRHS 

The Preserved Texas Railroad Depots 
Most people in other states are not aware of the historic trails system of Texas. Texas is divided into 
10 historic trail regions. One of these is the Texas Forts Trail Region in west central Texas which is set 
up to highlight 8 Texas frontier forts occupied from 1851 to 1889 and one reconstructed Spanish 
Presidio from the 1760s. In addition to military history this region also has a wealth of railroad history. 
Come visit Texas's rich railroading heritage.  The Texas Forts Trail Region brochure has the following: 

"By the end of the 1870s, the nation was rising from an economic depression, and the long 
awaited southern transcontinental railroad was heading to Texas. The Texas and Pacific 
Railway, stalled between Dallas and Fort Worth until 1876, worked its way across West Texas, 
connecting with the Southern Pacific near Sierra Blanca in 1881. A major economic force, the 
railroad industry created, destroyed or nurtured towns. Today, visit a museum, gather 
information at a visitors center or grab a bite to eat in a building once bustling with pioneers and 
travelers. The following Texas Forts Trail Region communities celebrate their railroad history 
with restored and revitalized train depots".  

The historic railroad that built the depot has been added to the list, indicated by italics. In a few cases 
the earliest predecessor railroad may not be listed.  

• Abilene (Texas and Pacific RR) 
• Baird (Texas and Pacific RR) 
• Ballinger (Abilene and Southern Railroad, Santa Fe RR) 
• Brady (Santa Fe RR) 
• Bronte (Kansas City, Mexico, and Orient RR, later Santa Fe RR) 
• Brownwood (Santa Fe RR) 
• Comanche (St. Louis-San Francisco RR) 
• De Leon (Missouri, Kansas and Texas RR) 
• Graham (Rock Island RR) 
• Jacksboro (Rock Island RR) 
• Menard (St. Louis-San Francisco RR, Santa Fe RR) 
• Mineral Wells (Weatherford, Mineral Wells, and Northwestern RR later Texas and Pacific RR) 
• Ranger (Texas and Pacific RR) 
• San Angelo (Kansas City, Mexico, and Orient RR, later Santa Fe RR) 

 
FORMER TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD STATION – Now the Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Source:https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Abilene_June_2019_15_(Abilene_Convention_and_Visitors_Bure

au_-_Texas_%26_Pacific_Railroad_Station).jpg  Attribution: Michael Barera, CC BY-SA 4.0 

<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
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If You Have Facebook “Friends” … 
By R. VICTOR VARNEY, Vice President NRHS Fund, Inc.    

 . . . Invite them to join you in supporting rail history and the NRHS by posting a non-profit “fundraiser” on your 
page. 

Lots of folks are doing it to support their favorite charities … and you don’t need to be big on Facebook 
to get results. Even if you have only a few family and friends who respond to your invite, it can still 
expand to all their friends, and their friends, and their friends . . .  

By posting a “fundraiser” on your timeline, your friends, relatives, and family members will learn about 
your interest in the NRHS and see your request to make a tax-deductible donation. This really helps us 
broaden our donor reach beyond our members. Facebook handles all the back end processing 
associated with collecting the donations by credit card. Then, the received funds are sent monthly to the 
NRHS, at ZERO cost to the NRHS. (They don’t even charge us the credit card fees). We will get 100% 
of any donations collected through your Facebook “fundraiser”. Also, donors may make donations 
anonymously.  

An especially popular time to post a “fundraiser” is for your birthday where you ask for donations to go to 
the NRHS. Again, this is really easy, and can be set up in a few minutes. Set a target $ amount and/or a 
time period for your “fund raiser”. Anything raised will greatly help the NRHS. For example, at the NCRM 
(ex-East Carolina Chapter), a single member raised over $1600 with his birthday fundraiser for our 
chapter this past summer. It’s easy. Fun. And it works! 

Below are the steps for getting started. NOTE: Screenshots are shown on next pages. 

• Log into your account on Facebook.  

• In the search bar on the top type in fundraiser (one word). You will get a couple selections back.  

• Click on the red one that says Create a Fundraiser.  

• Click on the blue button to select non-profit. Type in National Railway Historical Society (full 
name, not NRHS). Facebook uses the IRS database so they already know we are a registered 
501(c)3 non-profit.  

• Select your target $’s + end date. Higher and longer the better.  

• You can edit the template text that your friends will read about the NRHS, and your donation 
request to make it more personal.  

• You will get a chance to select a photo to appear with your fundraiser. As opposed to using the 
Facebook stock fundraiser photo, click edit and upload a personally meaningful picture of yours 
that can represent the NRHS.  

Your help will really be appreciated. A little time on your part setting up a “fundraiser” can make a big 
difference to your NRHS, especially now as we prepare for funding next year’s Heritage Grants.  

Please give it a try! Thank you and thank you. 

Detailed steps follow in the next section. 
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How to Set Up a Fundraiser in Facebook 

1. To get started, log into your account on Facebook. 

2. In the search bar on the top type in fundraisers (one word). You will get a couple selections back.  

3. Click on the red one that says Create a Fundraiser.  

 

 

 

4. Click on the blue button to select non-profit. Type in National Railway Historical Society (full name, 
not NRHS). Facebook uses the IRS non-profit database so they already know we are a registered 
501(c)3. Be careful to click on the NRHS listed at Moorestown, NJ and not one of our chapters. 
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5. Select your target $, and end date. Higher and longer are better.  

6. You can edit the template text that your friends will read about the NRHS, and your donation request 
to make it more personal. When done, click on CREATE at bottom.  
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7. Once your fundraiser is created you will get a chance to select a photo to appear with your fundraiser 
as opposed to using the Facebook stock fundraiser photo.  

• Click edit and upload a personally meaningful picture of yours that can represent the NRHS.  

• And then select as many of your friends to get your fundraiser. Encourage them to share with 
their friends, too. That’s what really helps with reach.  
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President’s Column – Spring Views & News 
By AL WEBER, President, National Railway Historical Society 

June 14, 2021 

It is very nice to be able to go out with friends again. It has been a very hard year for all of us.  We need to 
remember that 600,000 have passed from the Covid-19 in the US and many more all over the world.  I 
know of several of our train/NRHS community that have died from Covid-19 problems.  Please take time to 
remember them. 

Also with the new normal opening up, your NRHS is working on future conferences and conventions.  We 
are in the planning process for up- coming Milwaukee and 2022 Southern California conventions.  These 
will be good events to get back together with your fellow railroad history friends.  Your convention 
committee is setting up some very good events so please plan to attend.  We have as of this writing a fair 
number of registrants to the Milwaukee convention so please get registered and sign up for the events 
before we fill the available slots. 

The NRHS is affected by the general economy like everything else and we try to keep our costs down by 
using volunteers rather than paying companies to do required tasks that we need to do. And we all need to 
thank them for their time as volunteers.   However, some costs increases are beyond our control; the main 
new one is the August 2021 postal cost increases.  We mail almost everything via our non-profit postal 
permit. 

I have had many discussions on why we do not just send everything via email.  Well, we have many 
members that do not do email and the only way we can get information to them is via the mail.  There have 
also been many discussions on why don't we email to those that have email and postal mail to the rest of 
the members.  Well who is going to volunteer to take care of those lists?  Remember this is not a small 
chapter we are talking about but 5,000+ people.  Many of us have hashed this over and to serve our 
membership we decided that we still have to mail out several NRHS News issues per year and the Bulletin 
to all members. 

We also have been having issues with our mailings. I know that we are not alone in this because many 
other companies and organizations are having timely delivery issues.  So, if you see a member that has 
received a mailed NRHS News or NRHS Bulletin and YOU have not please contact your local post office 
and or the post master. 

The NRHS Historic Grants for 2021 have been awarded and the list will soon be out on the our web page  
https://nrhs.com/programs/heritage-grants/  Please help support railway history preservation by making a 
donation to the NHRS Historic Grants program if possible. 

Soon all members will be receiving the annual membership proxy in the mail.  If you are not planning to 
attend the membership meeting in person please fill out the proxy and mail it back. 

A note: many libraries are opening back up and most have a display area for local groups and clubs.  
Consider asking if it is possible to have a small display of local train oriented events.  We can and will 
provide the NRHS National brochures, just ask for them.  May even get your group a few new members. 

All stay safe and keep preserving railroad history. Al Weber aweber@nrhs.com  

May 5, 2021 

The Spring 2021 Conference was held on April 25th and many reports were given, you can review the 
reports at https://admin.nrhs.com/public/   

In the meeting we had several items come up that I want to emphasize. 

1) We need a volunteer to take over as the head of the Advisory Council. This is a vital position that your 
board relies on to get chapter feed back to the whole board.  The person only needs to be a member in 
good standing and a member of a chapter.  The Advisory Council usually meets at each of our 
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conferences and at the convention so only a few times per year.  If you are willing to take on this PLEASE 
contact me or Tony.\ 

2) We have a vacancy on the board of directors for a district 1 director.  Again the qualifications are a  
member in good standing and in this case a member of a chapter in district 1.  In general the Northeast 
United States, see  https://nrhs.com/districts/ for a list of chapters in district 1. 

3) We seem to have many non-updated email addresses in the database. Since this is emailed to you, 
you are not one of those BUT if you know of a member that is not getting our emails PLEASE have them 
send their new/correct/updated email address to  Hugh Harris at <membership@nrhs.com>. 

Along the same lines the NRHS has a FaceBook page https://www.facebook.com/RailPreservation/ . Join 
and see what is going on with railroad preservation. 

We will still print three NRHS News editions each year for those members that do not have access to the 
internet.  In this year of Covid-19 restrictions, many of the "I do not have a computer" people have 
purchased computers to stay connected but the NRHS does not have their email addresses.  If you know 
of them PLEASE have them contact us so we can get them on the list.  The NRHS DOES NOT sell or 
give out the list of member's email addresses. 

4) We did a random selection of 500 current members and mailed them a short list of questions.  So far 
about 35% of the surveys have been returned.  I will give a report at the summer membership meeting.  If 
you received a mailed survey and still have not sent it in please return it as soon as possible. 

5) Hope to see many of you at the summer convention in Milwaukee WI.  We have an outstanding 
program setup so please plan on attending Aug 23rd-28th. 

Stay safe and thank you for your help in preserving railroad history. Al Weber aweber@nrhs.com  

Editor’s Notes – Getting Up Close Again  
By VALLI HOSKI, North Texas Chapter NRHS, and Editor, NRHS News 

Rail clubs, members and fellow enthusiasts are 
getting up, out, and closer to the rails and 
adventures again.  Rail experiences are becoming 
'personal' and 'hands on' again, after a long year 
away.  In the Mid-Atlantic, Chapters are enjoying 
picnics, rail celebrations, train anniversaries, and 
looking forward to NRHS conventions and 
conferences.  
I've attended several face-to-face events that used 
to seem months away before the vaccines rolled 
out.  Hopefully you too can soon re-experience 
your club as rail events, programs and excursions 
reopen in your area.  
On June 8, Harrisburg Chapter's picnic got 
members outside at Harris Tower. Special coconut 
macaroons by a member topped the day off.  June 
19 was the 120th anniversary for the local PRR 
Locomotive No. 643. The Williams Grove 

Historical Steam Engine Association put on a fun 
‘643 Birthday Bash’ filled with reminiscences and 
history of the PRR No. 643.  What a great kickoff 
to summer train rides and fun at the park! 
Yet, I must admit the ‘virtual’ experiences brought 
me in touch with 'almost' local Chapters. Virtual is 
convenient, my slippers and cushy chair are  
comfortable, and my car prefers sleeping in the 
garage to driving on the Beltway. It’s been nice to 
meet the friendly, unique and welcoming faces of 
each Chapter, and getting to know you.  I look 
forward to joining your outings and excursions as 
time, energy, and resources permit. I will be 
delighted to see you again at Milwaukee in August 
and at Ronkonkoma in .   

Be healthy, be wise.  

Cheers, Val News@nrhs.com 
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