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By VALLI HOSKI, Editor NRHS News and member, Hatnig Chapter NRHS. All photo credit Valli Hoski.

NRHS 2024 Convention in Harrisburg - August 26-31, 2024

The 2024 Convention of the National Railway Historical Society (NRHS) was held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The Harrisburg
Chapter hosted tours of the historic Harris Tower as well as the new Power Director’s Office (PDO) in the Harrisburg station.
Trips and tours on local railroads were offered to attendees, including Strasburg Rail Road, East Broad Top Railroad, Rockhill
Trolley Museum, Reading and Northern Railroad, Middletown and Hummelstown Railroad and the Northern Central Railway.
Also, the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania provided personal guided tours of the historical locomotives and railroad cars as
well as railroad artifacts. The November NRHS News will provide a close-up look of the convention events, tours and trips.

Welcome to Harrisburg Station/Transportation Center

Members and visitors arrived at the convention by train, car and air. Below is a visual tour of the station, from entry, grand
hall, ticket office, train platforms and train shed. The station building also houses the Power Directors Office (PDO) that shows
how power and trains were managed, switched and controlled up until the office was closed in the late 20™ century.

- I

Harrisburg
Station
For information:

1-800-USA-RAIL
Amtrak.com

A long view of the entry and hall of the restoreth8on. Chandeliers are vintage, sti
lighting the way these many years.

2024 NRHS ELECTION RESULTS ARE ANNOUNCED - SEE PAGE 2
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Announcements

NRHS 2024 Election Results — New officers will be inducted at Fall 2024 Conference

Vice President — William Scott Andes.
Directors — Ellen F. Scott, Larry Peariman, Ken Mosby, Jon Baake, Ralph Robert Bitzer, Thomas M.
Gallagher, Eric P. Fogg, Kevin Feeney, H. Michael Yuhas.

NRHS Convention & Conferences

NRHS Fall Conference — October 10 through 12, 2024, in Wilmington, Delawar e
Get ready for the Fall 2024 NRHS Conference at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Wilmington, Delaware.
A limited block of rooms is available for Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at the Doubletree by
Hilton Hotel, 4727 Concord Pike, Wilmington, Delawarel. Our special rate for each night is $159
plus taxes. Please use this link to reserve. This group rate expires September 10.

Submission Deadlines for NRHS News

October 10 ™ deadline - November 1 st deadline - |No January January 15 " deadline -
November 2024 online December 2024 mailed 2025 issue. February 2025 online
issue issue issue

About the NRHS News

The NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. Six full-color issues are
published usually in even-numbered months. The three remaining issues are printed in black-and-white and mailed
to members across the year. Issues are available (pdf file) online at https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

Valli Hoski, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Editor. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS, Content Assistant. Elizabeth
Guenzler, Central Coast Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant. Eileen Weber, St. Louis Chapter NRHS, Editorial
Assistant.

Email submissions to News@nrhs.com or mail to NRHS News, c/o Valli Hoski, P.O. Box 234, York Springs,
PA,17372. The address for the Society is: National Railway Historical Society, Inc., 505 South Lenola Road, Suite
226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Membership information changes should be sent to Patti Webb at
Membership@nrhs.com.

Membership dues should be mailed to NRHS - Membership, PO Box 31074, St. Louis, MO 63131-0074.

NRHS News < NRHS.COM > October 2024




By ERIC FOGG, lowa Chapter NRHS. All photo créglit Fogg.

As | was leaving for the St. Paul train station, my young granddaughter pressed a small, stuffed pink bunny into
my hand. “She’s going with you so you won'’t feel so all alone on your long trip,” she said.

She was right; it was going to be a long trip (2,700+ miles) and | was traveling solo. But | had a lifetime of great
train-trip memaries to keep me company.

My license plate — BRAKEMN — celebrates my | [ ==
volunteer job, but my license plate frame says much | § There_jsn't atrain | wouldnr't I‘ake !

more about me. It's from a poem — “Yet there isn't a 1UOWA

train | wouldn’t take, no matter where it's going.” What (

can | say, over the years I've always enjoyed riding .

trains, streetcars, and trolleys whenever | can.
(Right) My license plate and frame. They say a lot
about me.

Awhile back | absent-mindedly began thinking about all the great trains I'd been lucky enough to ride. Soon there
were enough that | had to start writing them down. Then | started counting. “Could | already have ridden trains in
45 states?”

Probably because | didn’t plan to ride all those miles, it's taken most of my adult life for that poem to really represent
me. For a Midwestern Baby Boomer, riding any train was not always easy or simple.

But before thinking about getting to 50, | had to be sure about the 45. Where had | been, what had | ridden, and
when? And that was the fun part — remembering the many rides.

PASSENGER TRAINS

Number one on this list was the eastbound DRG&W Zephyr (1982), one of the last U.S. privately-owned passenger
trains. And what a trip it was - fluted stainless-steel cars, a full-service diner, dome cars and an observation car,
plus matching diesel engines!
Traveling through the mountains and deserts of Utah and 28 tunnels in Colorado, it felt like a time machine straight
out of the 1950’s. Less than a year later they joined Amtrak after 13 years of going it alone and the train was gone.
I quickly became an Amtrak “frequent-flyer”. My first ride - LA to St. Louis — was on The Southwest Chief (1974)
with mismatched passenger cars logoed for other railroads. By the time | last rode The Empire Builder (2024)
things had changed. The new-style cars were modern, the diner food excellent, and the staff top notch! They've
come a long way and so have I.
Amtrak accounted for at least a dozen or more trips and states. There were, to name a few, The Acela (2018) DC
to NYC, The Missouri River Runner (1981) St. Louis to Kansas City, The Empire Builder (2004) to Glacier National
Park, The 20" Century Limited (1981) to New York City, The Palmetto (2017) down the East Coast to Florida, and
The Pacific Surfliner (1982) San Diego to LA.
(Because this wasn't planned, a number of states were duplicated and others | only rode through once. While
every trip is not recounted in detail — just some of the more exciting ones - you'll have to trust that my goal was
always all 50!)
Tourist railroads and railfan organizations provided some excellent venues. (The NRHS Directory of Rail
Attractions was always helpful. The 2024 edition - on-line now - has 170 listings!)
My trips featured many roads with fabulous scenery:
- Colorado’s Durango & Silverton (1991)

The Western Maryland Scenic (2009)

The Cumbres & Toltec in New Mexico (1991)

Cass Scenic Durbin Rocket (2019) in West Virginia

They stopped on a bridge to fill the tender with creek water!
The Georgetown Loop in Colorado (1988)
California’s Napa Valley Wine Train (2000)
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The Conway Scenic Railroad in New Hampshire (1984)
Hawaii's Lahaina, Kaanapali & Pacific (The Sugar Cane Train,1991)
Alaska’s breathtaking White Pass & Yukon (2016)

My favorite still is the Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad in north central lowa. They gave this volunteer the
opportunity in 2019 to once again be a brakeman, decades after my same summer job on the Frisco Railway.

GREAT LOCOMOTIVES & STREETCARS

Great locomotives helped with many great historic rides. Top of the list: the 2019 trip from Omaha into lowa behind
the just-refurbished Union Pacific 4014, the “Big Boy”! I'd met the great engine earlier that year at the NRHS
Convention — The Golden Spike 150" Anniversary - in Salt Lake City.

Then there was the trip over Sherman Hill in Wyoming (1988). Famed author, Jim Boyd, and acclaimed railroad
artist, Howard Fogg, (no relation) were on board. Centennial DDA40X 6936 (“the most powerful diesel ever built”)
did the work in Colorado while 4-6-6-4 3985 The Challenger took us over the pass. Other UP loco trips included
4-8-4 844 through Colorado (1996).

Norfolk Southern “J” 4-8-4 611 took me through Missouri (1983) while Southern Railways “Skyline Limited” pulled
by 4-6-2 750 (1983) carried me across Virginia. The CSX “Chessie Safety Express” headed by Ross Rowland and
C&O “Greenbrier” 4-8-4 614 (1981) was my ticket to ride in Illinois.

| also rode some interesting light rail, intercity trolleys, and streetcars. Couldn’t pass up the Chicago “L” (2008) or
the classic streetcars and famous cable cars in San Francisco (1985). Add to the list of “famous,” the streetcars of
New Orleans (2016), Memphis (2020) and the Detroit Airport Express Tram monorail (2015).

A FAMILY AFFAIR

| did have a day job, an understanding wife and family, and a life
SR outside of railroading. So, | had to be creative. An occasional
u..g:‘s;h:«j ‘ ‘ weekend fan trip, a vacation day tacked on to a business trip,
; - “training” home instead of flying home from a meeting, all
helped. Sometimes my wife and/or my kids also came along.

For a “significant birthday” she and | went to Arizona to ride both
the Grand Canyon Railway and the Verde Canyon Railroad
(2018). Part of her birthday present to me was a cab ride in a
VCRR FP7. She “celebrated” in the party car with some fun-
loving strangers.

When my daughter's family lived in Washington, DC, my
granddaughters and | rode a refurbished PCC car at the National
Capital Trolley Museum in Maryland (2016). We also rode the
Metro and the H Street streetcars. So, | had lots of help from my
family, not to mention that pink bunny.

(Above) Souvenirs from my train trips across
America.

Rail transportation at its simplest was pumping a handcar with my then 7-year-old son down the now-gone tracks
along the St. Louis waterfront (1984). The two of us also rode the westbound Amtrak California Zephyr (1997) to
Salt Lake City. On Father’s Day 1990, both my kids bought us all tickets on the Black Hills Central Railroad steam
train behind Baldwin 2-6-2 #7 in South Dakota.

NEXT STEPS

What about the remaining 6 states — Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Idaho? (45+6=51;
I included Washington, DC.)

With our kids grown and both of us retired, we now had some time to plan. Early in 2020 | mapped out an Amtrak
trip: Memphis to New Orleans (The City of New Orleans) and New Orleans to Atlanta (The Crescent) netting 3
more states. That trip was in early February, before the Covid pandemic struck.

Finally in September 2022 | thought | could safely get back on track — literally. Returning from the NRHS Fall
Conference in Arkansas, (where | rode the Arkansas and Missouri through both states), | “detoured” to ride the
impressive Oklahoma City Streetcar light rail system.

Or not. A downtown parking garage collapse required 3 heavy-lift cranes be positioned in the street, blocking the
tracks. My planned Sunday hour-long ride turned into a 36-hour wait. Unsure when I'd get back to Oklahoma, |
hung in until Tuesday morning - the ride was worth it.
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Now there were only 2 left — Oregon and Idaho. In the summer of 2023 Chuck Jensen’s two fabulously re-done
1950's Union Pacific sleepers took a tour group, including my wife and me, through Oregon in style (behind
Amtrak’s Coast Starlight.) It was another time-travel trip.

Once there was a tourist railroad somewhere in Idaho but not now. Sandpoint, Idaho, population 9,777, is 60 miles
south of the US-Canada border and the only operating passenger railroad station in the state. Amtrak’s Empire
Builder stops twice a day — one west, one east — both in the very early morning hours. Sandpoint was my only
option and it wasn'’t going to happen by accident.

On Monday, May 20, 2024 at 3:19 a.m., | stepped off Train Number 7 — the Empire Builder westbound from St.
Paul, Minnesota - in Sandpoint, Idaho. With just a few people around, | took a minute to reflect and celebrate...with
my pink bunny.

Over an hour late, | was certain I'd missed my eastbound connection, so | began thinking about my options. Then,
out of the darkness, the Empire Builder, Train Number 8, glided to a stop. A car door opened, a smartly-dressed
conductor stepped out, turned to me and said, “Are you Fogg? Welcome aboard!”

On Monday, May 20, 2024 at 3:39 a.m. | was eastbound back to St. Paul and headed towards home. I'd spent a
total of 20 minutes on the ground in Idaho.

| did it! All 50!

Don't you love it when a “plan” comes
together.

What's next? Lately, I've started thinking
about foreign countries. I've already been
fortunate enough to ride a train in Canada
and few other places. But with 198
countries in the world, this time | may
really need a good plan.

(Leftt) Sandpoint, Idaho the last station
stop on the way to all 50!

And what about your own train rides? You could be closer to 50 than you know.
But if you still have some miles to ride, don'’t forget to take along a pink bunny to keep you company.

! " #$
% &

By AL WEBER, St. Louis Chapter NRHS (and somefimetpCaptain Tran5|t s friends)
In August 2024, Steve Siegerist was presented with his : -
60-year membership pin and certificate by Chapter
President David Huelsing of the St. Louis Chapter.

A native of St. Louis, Steve is a long-time NRHS member.
In 1994, Steve, as a charter member, actively supported
the founding of the new North Texas Chapter. Steve has
shared his many talents in managing transportation for
the NRHS 2008 Convention and conferences over the
years. Steve earned the title “Captain Transit” in North
Texas and his friends still kindly call him such.

(Right) President Dave and Steve proudly display the 60-

year pin and congratulatory certificate from the NHRS.
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Donating to the NRHS or the NRHS Fund

By KEVIN FEENEY, Controller of the NRHS Fund [aretifRd CPA]

Both the NRHS and the NRHS Fund are 501¢3 nonprofit, charitable organizations meaning that any donations
made to them by US taxpayers are generally tax deductible. However, with increases in the IRS’ standard
deduction amounts, the vast majority of taxpayers no longer itemize. However, given the average age of our
members, the tax code provides another way to make charitable contributions that still optimizes the tax benefits
of giving. This is called a QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION [QCD]; this is a donation made to a
qualified charity directly from one’s regular IRA. In this transaction, the charity receives the full amount of the
contribution and individual is NOT taxed on the distribution. If an individual takes a taxable distribution from their
IRA and then donates cash to a charity, this action will result in a higher tax bill than if the money was given to
the charity via a QCD.

The Secure 2.0 Act indexed the annual limits on QCDs such that in 2024, individuals 70Y2 years old or older
may use a QCD to donate up to $105,000 to qualified charities directly from their IRA. If you are that older than
70%2 and currently taking Required Minimum Distributions [RMDs] from your IRA, any QCDs will also reduce
your RMD amount. While the Secure 2.0 Act raised the age at which one must begin taking RMDs to 73, it did
not increase the minimum age for making QCDs. This means that those aged 70.5 to 72.99 can still make
QCDs even though they are not required to take RMDs.

The above is provided for informational purposes only and does not represent specific tax advice. If you have
guestions on QCDs to your particular situation, please consult with your own tax advisor.

Looking Ahead to 2025 — Perryville Chapter Calendar

By RICHARD HAFER, DC Chapter NRHS

The First Annual Perryville Chapter NRHS Calendar is now available at the Museum during Museum hours. All 14
photographs are by Chapter Members.

$10 for Chapter members
$14 for Non-Chapter members
$18 with new or renewed 2025 Chapter membership.
Shipping is available, email RICHARD HAFER <rjhafer@comcast.net>

Last Train Ride for Several Potomac Chapter Members

By CLAY MORITZ — Potomac Chapter NRHS

In recent months, several Potomac Chapter members have taken their ‘last train ride’.

Ted Ackley — A long-time Potomac Chapter member, Ted passed away in January 2024. He retired from
Fairchild Space and Defense in Germantown, Maryland in 1991 as a Human Resources Manager after
23 years of service. Ted had a very active retirement focusing on golf, bowling, and community service.

William E. “Bill” Hopkins — In addition to the Potomac Chapter, Bill was a member of the Retired
Firefighter’s Association. He was appointed to the DC Fire Department in 1963 and retired in 1988. Bill
passed in July 2024 at the age of 89.

Rudy Volin — In July 2024, Rudolph Volin of Silver Spring, MD passed peacefully at home. Beloved
husband of Ann Ruth for 68 years, devoted father of Laura (Bill) Robinson and the late Richard. Loving
grandfather of Stephanie (Kenny) Whitmore and doting great grandfather of Jackson and Reid.

NRHS News < NRHS.COM > October 2024



0 ¢ ‘o
By JIM ROWLAND, Lehigh Valley Chapter NRHS

On Saturday April 20, 2024 our organization (Lehigh Valley Chapter, NRHS/Railroad Historians of the Lehigh
Valley) hosted the latest excursion in our explorer series “The Railroad Explorer IV”. Our goal is always to utilize
rare mileage lines with appropriate photo stops along the way. This year we covered former Reading Lines
trackage between Port Clinton and Mount Carmel Junction (roughly 120 mile round trip). Selling out our maximum
number of seats (200), the trip garnered riders from all across the US as well as England!

We were blessed with excellent weather! A great day was had by all as we covered a variety of former Reading
Company lines, some of which were the earliest antecedents of the Reading Company in the anthracite coal
region.

Passenger trains, once regular over the route, are a rarity west of East Mahanoy Junction. Following the last run
of THE KING COAL on June 28, 1963, the line has been the domain of freight trains. Once the line became
property of the Reading & Northern in December 1990, only a small handful of passenger excursions have
traversed the legendary 2.6% Locust Summit Grade. Multiple photo angles, properly lit, were available from the
more than half-dozen planned photo stops.

Photo courtesy of Teresa Renn( Photo courtesy of Alex Maye
FIRST RUNBY - Held at the east portal of Buc SECOND RUNBY - At the Quality Hill Road crossing
Mountain Tunnel near Mahanoy City. The 3,409-foo] Gilberton. Photographers are returning to the theecar
long tunnel was unique on the Reading Railroad, &s trainset after the runby to reboard and proceedtt® next
was the only one to have a mechanical ventilatigstem runby location.
to clear the smoke and cinders emitted by ste
locomotives.

Our equipment for the day consisted of three of Reading & Northern’s Budd RDC cars, each with its own varied
history.

Car 9166, an RDC3, was built in 1958 as Boston & Maine 6305. It was sold to the Reading Company and
became their 9166. It went on to SEPTA and then was acquired by the Blue Mountain & Reading Railroad.

Car 9168, an RDC1, was built in 1951 as New York Central M499. It passed to Penn Central, Maryland
DOT, and PennDOT before acquisition by the Blue Mountain & Reading as their 9168. Both were acquired
in the late1980s.

Car 9167 was acquired from the Southern Railroad of New Jersey about a decade ago. It was originally
built for the New Haven as their 43. Then it was passed on to Penn Central, Metro North, New York,
Susquehanna, and Western, and then SRNJ before getting a home on the RBMN.
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Photo courtesy of Teresa Renn
THIRD RUNBY, PHOTO STOP - Held at the small town &ordon, three miles south of Ashland.

Photo courtesy of Alex Maye
FOURTH RUNBY - in downtown Locust Gap, this town oa housed many anthracite workers during the pedk

the coal era. Dozens of the small town’s residewere trackside waiting for us when we arrived, they had not
seen a passenger train on this line for many yeat®cust Gap is located two miles southwest of Mb@armel.

Many know I've been a member of the group since | was 12 and that | wear many hats, filling the roles of President,
Membership Chairman and Magazine Editor. Sponsoring, advertising and executing a successful trip, researching,
compiling, and producing an in-depth 16-page trip guide, coordinating events with our host railroad, organizing a
meal for the riders and ensuring a safe and successful trip the day of the event is not a one man job. The day
would not have been the success it was without the tireless efforts of Kermit Geary, Jr. (trip coordinator, liaison
with RBMN, photo stop organizer), James Eisenhart, Jack Rudnicki (lead researcher), Mark Julis, Carole Homeyer,
Ray Allamong and me. Together, we pulled off another well-received and enjoyed trip.
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Pho tesy of Alex Maye Photo courtesy of Teresa Renn
FIFTH RUNBY - Mount Carmel, where the trip was SIXTH AND FINAL RUNBY - At the west portal of Buck
advertised to end. This photo was taken during { Mountain Tunnel as the sun was sinking fast.
runby. However, the trip continued to NORA, a mikest Following this runby we headed back to Port Clintavhere
of Mount Carmel Junction, the end of RBMN systemdau the trip began.
interchange with the North Shore Rail System
Shamokin Valley Railroad, which provides serviceeo\
the former Reading line to Sunbury.

I

Photo courtesy of Teresa Renn
SNACK BAR IN RDC-3 NO. 9166 - No. 9166 is an RDCHilt in 1958, previously Reading N
9166, originally Boston & Maine. 6305. Its RPO-bagge section was converted by the Reading i
a “Refreshment Car” for its Philadelphia-Newark, N&ommuter service. Drinks and snacks w
served at this counter by the R&N crew during thl@gcursion.

We particularly wish to extend our gratitude to James Eisenhart for getting the reporter from The Pottsville
Republican to cover our event, as well as for finding a local custom-shirt producer that made the crew’s polo shirts.
We also extend our gratitude to Jack Rudnicki for the amazing research he did that enabled us to produce the 16-
page trip guide, complete with period images, Reading Company engineering department track schematics and
maps. Riders frequently commented how this guide enabled them to understand what they were seeing during the
trip. Copies of the guide remain available for purchase through our website www.lehighlines.orq .
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46th Annual Lehigh Valley Regional Train Show & Exp

0 — October 6, 2024
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