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By JOHN GOODMAN, Convention Chair NRHS 

The 2024 Convention dates are Monday, August 
26th through Saturday, August 31st  in Harrisburg, 
PA. We hope to see you in 2024 in Pennsylvania. 

Planned events include a Members Reception 
as well as visits to the Strasburg Rail Road 
Museum and the Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania, the East Broad Top Railroad and 
the Rockhill Trolley Museum, the Reading & 
Northern Railroad, the Middletown & 
Hummelstown Railroad and the Northern Central 
Railway of York, Advisory Council and Board of 
Directors meetings as well as evening seminars. 

 
The Convention Planning booklet is available at  https://nrhs.com/site/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/24ConvBook.pdf . 

You may register and purchase event tickets through the 2024 Convention Registration and Sales 
website at https://secure.nrhs.com/   

NRHS members will have to log into their account to register. Non-members will have to create a user 
name and password, then log in to register. 

The host hotel is the Hilton Harrisburg Hotel  in downtown Harrisburg, PA. The Special NRHS member 
rate per night will be $134.00 plus 11% state tax. To make a reservation with a hotel Agent is 1-800-
Hilton, or 1-717-233-6000. The reference Group Code is 900 .  

To make an online reservation: National Railway Historical Society Reservation Link Type “900” in the 
Group Code field to receive the special rate. 

Rooms must be booked by August 6th, 2024 to receive the discounted rate. Rooms booked after that 
date may be at a higher rate and subject to availability.  

 

August 1st 2024 is the deadline to vote in the NRHS 2024 Election. The 2024 Election 
Candidates  list is included in this issue.   
Each candidate has a brief biography and statement of their interest in railroading and 
preservation.   
Many thanks (in advance) to each candidate for stepping forward to be an officer or 
director of the NRHS.  
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Announcements  
NRHS Convention & Conferences 
NRHS Annual Convention - August 26 through August 31, 2024, in Harrisburg, P ennsylvania  
·  Host hotel  —  Hilton Harrisburg Hotel  in downtown Harrisburg, PA. The Special NRHS member rate per 

night will be $134.00 plus 11% state tax. To make a reservation with a hotel Agent, call 1-717-233-6000 and 
use Group Code 900 . Or, make an online reservation at https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/mdthhhf-
hilton-harrisburg/  Then, type in the convention dates, type “900” in the Group Code field and click the button 
to “check rooms and rates”. 

·  Book by August 6, 2024,  to receive the discounted rate. Late booking may have a higher rate and is 
subject to availability. 

NRHS Fall Conference – October 10 through 12, 2024, in Wilmington, Delawar e 
·  Host hotel —  DoubleTree Hotel   

RailCamp 
RailCamp East – June 23 - 29, 2024, headquartered at the University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware 
RailCamp Northwest – August 4-11, 2024, headquartered at the University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, 
Washington 

NRHS News Deadlines for Submissions     
July - no issue. August 2024 online issue – deadline July 10th  
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NRHS 2024 Election – Candidates and Profiles 

By ROBERT ERNST, Chair, 2024 NRHS Electoral Committee 

The National Railway Historical Society, Incorporated (NRHS) is conducting its national elections in 
2024 under the procedures outlined in the NRHS Bylaws as revised and adopted September 26, 2020.  
Per the revised Bylaws of the NRHS, the NRHS Board of Directors consists of eleven members. Two 
(2) members hold the office of NRHS President and NRHS Vice President; nine (9) members are 
Directors.   

In this election, the Vice President has a four-year term, and each Board member will be elected to a 
two-year term. The election is open until the close of business on Thursday, August 1, 2024. Only 
ballots postmarked no later than August 1, 2024, will be counted.  

Candidate Profiles  

 
Office :  Vice President  
Candidate:  William Scott Andes  
  Springfield, OH  
  Cincinnati Chapter, NRHS 
 
Biography: I have been a practicing attorney for 32 years and am currently in my 29th year of NRHS 
membership. Among my many interests, I have a particular passion for, and interest in, railroads and 
railroad history. Since joining the Cincinnati Chapter in 1995, I have served in several capacities, 
including both President and Newsletter Editor for over 20 years. I have also represented my Chapter 
in the NRHS since 1999 as a National Director and an Advisory Council Representative, and more 
recently have served as NRHS Director for District 5 2020-2022 and NRHS Director 2022-present. I 
have made many friends in the NRHS and enjoy traveling to and participating in NRHS Conventions 
and Conferences across the US.  
 
Reason for seeking office: My longstanding NRHS and Chapter memberships, as well as my record of 
service in elected office in both organizations, provide me with experience dealing with many issues in 
both as well as a unique perspective in understanding the NRHS-Chapter relationship. My education 
and experience as a practicing attorney also benefit both organizations, in terms of the ability to 
understand the many legal and business issues that arise in the management of a non-profit corporation 
in today's world.  
 
Office:  Director 
Candidate: Ellen F. Scott  
  Bluffton, SC  
  Cape Cod Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: After graduating from college with a BA in Elementary Ed, I continued to get my Master's 
degree. While pursuing that degree, I worked days and attended classes nights and weekends. I ended 
up working for Verizon and stayed there until I retired in 2003. After retirement I started my own 
business selling jewelry and glass art. I also taught jewelry making at a local art center.  
 
I have been a member of the NRHS since 2005. From that time until the convention in Alaska I attended 
meetings with my local chapter on Cape Cod. After the convention, I became more active with the 
national. In 2014 I was appointed by my chapter to be their National Rep on the Advisory Council. One 
year later I became their secretary. I retained that position until 2021 when I was appointed to the 
position of Secretary of the Board of Directors. I have retained that position until today.  
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From 2016 to the present, I have been a RailCamp counselor and on the RailCamp committee. I have 
served at both the East and West camps but have been primarily at the East camp.  
 
Reason for seeking office: In 2022 I was elected to the Board of Directors. I also retained my position 
as secretary, which is an appointed position. I believe that a board member should be able to devote 
the time required to fill that position. They should be able to attend as many meetings as they are able 
in person. It is hard to make a connection via Zoom. They should also be willing to work for the best 
interest of the NRHS. They should want to keep the NRHS moving forward and to support its signature 
program of Heritage Grants and RailCamp. I am qualified for this position and will work with the other 
members to continue the purpose of the NRHS.  
 
Office:  Director 
Candidate: Larry Pearlman  
  Wake Forest, NC  
  North Carolina Railway Museum Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: Larry is the president and founder of SAFETY and Consulting Associates, Inc. He has over 
30 years’ experience in safety, safety culture, change management, and management systems. Larry 
has been instrumental in designing and implementing transformational change and process 
improvement efforts. Prior to focusing on safety, Larry was a Human Resources Director.  
 
He has served on the Board of Directors of the East Troy Railroad Museum for the past four years and 
is responsible for fundraising. Under his leadership, the museum has been able to renovate the depot, 
develop educational curriculum, and receive grants for rail car renovation. He is also a member of the 
North Carolina Museum of Transportation, The Illinois Railway Museum, The Neuse River Valley Model 
Railroad Club, The (original) Norfolk Southern Historical Association, The Center for Railroad 
Photography & Art (CRP&A), and the North Carolina Railway Museum.  
 
An avid rail photographer, his work has appeared in Trains, Railfan & Railroad, CRP&A, and several 
news and leisure magazines.  
 
Larry began his career in 1989 and has held various leadership positions. In addition to SAFETY, Larry 
has been employed by Amoco, BP, General Mills, Marsh McLennan, Oliver Wyman, and Pfizer. He 
serves as an adjunct professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign. Larry is the author of 
many safety related articles and is a frequent speaker at safety conferences and corporate safety 
events.  
 
Larry resides outside of Raleigh, NC with his wife Lisa and dog Maggy. Larry, with his wife Lisa, have 
four adult children.  
 
Education: MA, Labor & Industrial Relations.  
  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
  BBA, Business, University of Iowa.  
 
Reason for seeking office: I am a life-long railfan. I believe in preservation of both the equipment and 
the stories of American railroading. I have experienced first-hand the challenges of preservation and 
operations of historic railroad equipment. I desire to bring my knowledge to the NRHS.  
 
Attracting and retaining new members can be a challenge. Young people need to be given a voice, a 
role, and a reason for participation. We need to keep the NRHS fresh and have a significant focus on 
engaging the next generation of members. It should be obvious that our younger members are more 
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tech savvy, document the industry differently, and have different expectations on how to engage in our 
hobby. I want to embrace their ways while preserving the best of our hobby, too.  
 
My career is safety. I have seen some very unsafe practices in our museums. Even fatalities. There 
are also some amazingly great practices that need to be shared. I wish to bring my expertise to our 
organization and have a focus on improving safety for passengers and volunteers at museums and 
charter operations.  
 
As a Board member my focus would be on:  
 1. Attracting and retaining membership.  
 2. Enhancing the safety of our membership.  
 3. Ensuring our communications are interesting, timely and engaging.  
 4. Managing the risks of our organization.  
 5. Supporting fundraising activities.  
 6. Bringing my business leadership skills to the Board and the organization.  
 
Thank you for your consideration!  
 
Office : Director  
Candidate:  Ken Mosby  
  Seneca, SC  
  Delaware Valley Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: I have been a member of the NRHS since 2001 when I joined the Delaware Valley Chapter. 
There I served as vice president and I am currently serving as national representative. I started out as 
a toddler watching those fascinating trolleys rumbling down Erie Ave. in Philadelphia. When we moved 
to Levittown, I was able to railfan the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads. I have volunteered as a 
Trainman and Brakeman at Black River and Western, Wilmington and Western and Allentown and 
Auburn Railroads. I have modelled in O-scale and I am starting in N-scale. I am a member of the 
R&LHS, and I am a board member of the Central Railway Model & Historical Society in Central SC.  
 
I am retired NAVY and retired DOD civil service.  
 
Reason for seeking office: I am running for the board because my interest in railroads and railroad 
history compels me to get more involved in this great organization. I regularly attend the National board 
meetings either in person or virtually. I intend to listen to the membership and represent their interests 
to the national. Working with Al Weber, I developed the NRHS membership discount category we had 
for the military. I believe I can recruit more members in the South Carolina region.  
 
Office:  Director  
Candidate: Jon Baake  
  Tall Timbers, MD  
  Washington D.C. Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: Jon has been a member of the NRHS since 1967. His interest in trains and railroads began 
at a very early age when his father introduced him to trains and railroading in Southern California. He 
was living in the Washington DC area when he joined the NRHS and the Washington DC Chapter. 
Jon's active support of the NRHS began in 2007 when he retired and became active with his chapter 
as a member of the trip committee and by serving as a crew member on the chapter's 1923 Pullman, 
the Dover Harbor, trips. He is a chapter Director and serves as the chapter's RailCamp Coordinator. 
As he became more active with his chapter, he also became active with the National organization 
serving as the chapter representative from the time the Advisory Council was established until 2017 



 

NRHS News < NRHS.COM > June 2024 

6

when he first became a NRHS Director, a position he holds today. Early on he recognized he could 
help with publicity when he found current membership brochures did not exist. He updated the outdated 
brochure, arranged for printing, and started a process to distribute them widely. He presently sends out 
over 10,000 brochures annually to NRHS members and others for use at chapter events and train 
shows and to over 150 tourist railroads and museums. Jon is also a founding member and active 
member of the NRHS Chapter Engagement Committee established to understand and improve the 
relationship between Chapters and the NRHS.  
 
Reason for seeking office: I am passionate about the NRHS and promoting and preserving railroad 
history. As a Director, I will continue working to increase public awareness of and membership in the 
NRHS. I will continue working to retain current members and attract new members. I initiated, operate, 
and will continue to operate the program making NHRS membership brochures available at no cost to 
chapters, and more than 150 railroad museums, railroad attractions, and tourist railroads. I believe this 
program has been largely responsible for stabilizing NRHS membership by attracting new members as 
older members have died or otherwise left the society.  
 
As a Director and as an active and founding member of the recently established NRHS Chapter 
Engagement Committee, I will work to improve NRHS relations with NRHS Chapters and to open 
relationships with chapters that have become nonresponsive. The CEC was established to help the 
NRHS better understand chapter needs and to seek ways the NRHS can become a valued resource 
to the chapters. In short, the CEC mission is to understand how NHRS resources can be used to 
strengthen chapter operations and to foster the development of NRHS programs that directly support 
chapter operations. As a Director I will support the NRHS where needed and as asked. And throughout 
my term, I will continue my efforts to promote the NRHS through an increasingly wide distribution of 
membership materials. As a retired executive and Chief Information Officer of a large organization, I 
have the time and experience to make this a reality.  
 
Office:  Director 
Candidate: John DeRoo  
  Roeland Park, KS  
  Kansas City Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: Been a lifelong railfan since I was three. Love all trains but especially steam trains. Joined 
the Kansas City Chapter in 2000 and have served as President or National Representative since 2008. 
Chaired the 2017 NRHS Fall Conference held in Kansas City. I have attended several NRHS 
Conventions and Directors' Conferences since 2001 and have enjoyed the events and meeting other 
members and learning their interests. My passion is helping to preserve our rich rail history.  
 
Reason for seeking office: Preserving rail history is very important and I believe I can help the Board 
with new ideas and perspective on keeping the NRHS relevant in our social media driven world of 
today. There is plenty of opportunity to grow and I want to help the Society accomplish its goals. This 
organization has a very storied history and I look forward to helping build on that success.  
 
Office:  Director  
Candidate : R. Robert Bitzer  
  Laurel, MD  
  Washington D.C. Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: I am a native Washingtonian. I was born, raised and educated in the DC area. In my 
professional life I served as a Management Executive with both May Company and Macy's Department 
Stores for over 40 years in many operational, auditing and system capacities. I am now retired.  
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I have been a member of the NRHS for over 60 years. I hold memberships in several chapters of the 
NRHS (home chapter is Washington DC) and other rail organizations including R&LHS, FEBT, C&O 
Rwy. Hist. Soc., WM Rwy. Hist. Soc, B&O RR Museum.  
 
My background and experience in the Society includes National Treasurer (current), Director (current), 
Conference Coordinator (current), former Convention Chairman, By-Laws and Planning Committees, 
Mid-Atlantic Region RVP. Currently serve on the Board of Trustees of the NRHS Fund. I also manage 
the Washington DC Chapter NRHS Martin F. O'Rourke library.  
 
My other interests include photography, O gauge model railroading, rail history books and railroad 
watch collecting.  
 
Reason for seeking office: I would like to continue to work with the NRHS BOD's, the Advisory Council 
and our membership for the following reasons:  
 
First, the NRHS needs to do things that are relevant to the purposes of rail history, preservation, 
education, and resource development. We have in place many outstanding existing and new programs 
to meet these goals as well as partnerships developed with outside organizations to recognize all 
aspects of historical preservation work.  
 
Second, we need to continue to explore new ways to recognize chapters and membership for their 
efforts on behalf of the Society and in the preservation and education of railroading and its history.  
 
The Society must continue to communicate its story, purposes, and programs, both to its members and 
the public community (railfan and non-railfan), through its publications, email services and the internet.  
 
Together, as a team, we can maintain our existing goals and programs and create and accomplish new 
ones to ensure the future of rail preservation and its history. Remember, this is our Society, let us 
support it!  
 
Office:  Director  
Candidate: Thomas J. Gallagher  
  Hyde Park, VT  
  Champlain Valley Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: I was born and raised in Woodside, NY in the shadow of the Long Island RR behind my 
home, and the New Haven RR down the street. I am sure this instilled my interest in railroads. I was 
educated in New York and took my first teaching job on Long Island. I moved to Vermont in 1972 and 
continued teaching in Bennington. I took a break from teaching in 1980 and was employed by 
Greyhound Line and Vermont Transit as a motor coach driver until 1990. I returned to teaching and 
driving charter coaches part time until retirement. 
 
I joined the NRHS in 1996 while being a member of the Champlain Valley Chapter. I served as Vice 
President, President, Secretary and am presently Chapter Historian. I have been a member of the 
NRHS Advisory Committee since 2022. I am also a member of the Train Collectors Association and 
was the chairman of the tours committee for the 2008 TCA national convention in Burlington, VT. I am 
currently a volunteer driver for the Disabled American Veterans and drive veterans to medical 
appointments at the VA hospital.  
 
Reason for seeking office: I have discovered that studying railroad history also helps me to understand 
much about local history as well. This is a feature of our organization which could be continuously 
promoted. When we are successful with an activity the results are impressive. In Vermont, there are 
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three instances where NRHS and local grants were obtained that resulted in the creation or 
improvements of museums. It is imperative we continue trying to get out the word to the public. This is 
not something we are not already aware of. We can look at our ageing membership, myself included 
and realize that bringing in members from the next generations is essential. I would like to continue the 
conversation on how we can go about attracting those who will appreciate what a fine organization we 
have.  
 
Office:   Director  
Candidate : Eric P Fogg  
  Clive, IA  
  Iowa Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: The license plate on my car – BRAKMN – identifies my volunteer job at a tourist railroad. 
The frame around my license plate tells more about me. It is a line from a poem – “There isn’t a train I 
wouldn’t take, no matter where it’s going.” Family and friends will tell you; I have a “one track mind” 
when it comes to railroads.  
 
My commitment to trains and the history of trains is evidenced by:  
• Train travel across forty-nine states and twenty countries on 3 continents  
• Completing my first term on the NRHS Board of Directors  
 �  Generated publicity for the inaugural winner of the NRHS Historic Preservation award  
 �  Co-hosted the 2024 NRHS Spring Conference  
• Current member, Board of Directors for the Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad, a regional tourist railroad  
 �  Volunteer brakeman on the Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad  
 �  Weekly volunteer at the James H. Andrew Railroad Museum  
 �  Cataloging collections  
 �  Creating historical displays  
• Past national president Lionel Collectors Club of America  
• Preserving railroad history by independently photographing and cataloging dozens of rapidly 
disappearing or re-purposed depots.  
• Authoring articles and making public presentations on railroad-themed topics, including depot 
preservation and the Iowa Traction Railway.  
• Participating in historic railroad events including the last train out of St. Louis Union Station; the last 
run of The Canadian; and the NRHS Golden Spike Celebration.  
• Worked as a brakeman on the Class I St. Louis - San Francisco Railway  
 
Reason for seeking office: With a little bit of study, it’s easy to see the contributions railroading has 
made to developing and maintaining much of the world, especially here in the United States. But that 
message is not always getting to the younger generation. 
 
Teaching is a big part of the mission of NRHS and each of us – Officers, Directors, and members - 
need to tell our story and spread the word. We also need to re-dedicate our skills and energy to carrying 
out strategies that increase the organization’s visibility and growth.  
• We need to increase member awareness of and participation in NRHS-sponsored events and 
excursions.  
• Improving our financial position is vital and can be done by careful spending and increased recruitment 
of members of all ages.  
• The Heritage Grants program takes our message and mission out to the public and shows the many 
good things the Society does.  
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• Publicizing samples from our Heritage Film Collection is another way to showcase our commitment 
to preservation.  
• Staging an amateur photography competition, with winning-members photographs honored at the 
annual Convention, would demonstrate history in action.  
• RailCamp, with campers representing the railroad workers (and Society members) of tomorrow, 
should also be highly publicized and seek support from the industry.  
• This year’s inaugural historic preservation award represents opportunities to publicize the Society in 
new, creative ways and to new audiences. Future winners should be the site of an NRHS conference 
to further showcase our work.  
 
Office:  Director  
Candidate: Kevin Feeney  
  Abington, PA  
  Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: NRHS member since 1986.  
Past President - Philadelphia Chapter  
Past Treasurer - Western CT Chapter  
Edited Philadelphia & Western CT newsletters  
Member: NMRA & TRRA H.S, IT H.S., GM&O H.S.  
Served on two boards of other 501(c)(3) organizations.  
BA/Mba/MS/DPS & retired CPA  
Doctoral dissertation on railroad accounting  
Current comptroller of NRHS Fund  
Current board member serving on Heritage Grants Committee; developed rubric that can be used for 
evaluating future requests.  
 
Reason for seeking office: The NRHS has identity/brand issue. History is important but most younger 
railfans do not know or care about NRHS. We need activity on social media apps that are used by 
younger railfans. We need a “YouTube" channel" such as NMRA-x, showing railroads in action, chapter, 
heritage & preservation/restoration activities. The current model for holding conventions and 
conferences is broken. We need to hold joint meetings with other railroad organizations such as: 
R&LHS, NMRA & railroad historical societies. We need to ensure that money donated to the NRHS 
and the NRHS Fund for specific activities is spent on a timely basis.  
 
Office:   Director  
Candidate:  H. Michael Yuhas  
  Saukville, WI  
  Wisconsin Chapter, NRHS  
 
Biography: After a brief NRHS stint in the mid-1970s in the Long Island-Sunrise Trail Chapter, Mike 
rejoined NRHS in 1985 (through the Philadelphia Chapter) and has held continuous membership since. 
As a director and later president of the Wisconsin Chapter, Mike was instrumental in developing 
programs that members wanted to experience. In 2020, Mike retired after 30 years as the lead 
advertising salesperson at Trains and Classic Trains magazines, which allowed him to devote even 
more time to the chapter. During the pandemic, Wisconsin chapter missed only one meeting, and 
quickly embraced remote Zoom meetings, which prompted chapter membership to double. Mike 
provided local support for the 2021 NRHS Milwaukee convention; other NRHS volunteer assignments 
soon followed. Mike joined the membership committee in 2022, where he helped set up NRHS’s online 
membership and fundraising portal and helped perfect automated importation of paper renewals. Mike 
is a member of the NRHS team administering the Trains magazine annual photo contest. He is involved 
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with the convention and conference committees. As a member of the Historic Preservation Award team, 
Mike solicited railroad industry participation with Railway Age and Railway Track & Structures 
magazines.  
 
Mike is an accomplished photographer of railroad and marine subjects (see www.mikeyuhas.org). He 
and wife Janet enjoy traveling or just sitting on their porch overlooking the Mississippi River. He is 
especially proud of his four grown children, none of whom are particularly interested in railroad history 
but all are following their calling. Mike despises writing about himself in the third person.  
 
Reason for seeking office: NRHS should be proud of its accomplishments over the recent past. 
Railcamp™ is the nation’s premier learning experience for young adults seeking knowledge about 
today’s railroad industry and railroad history. The Bulletin continues to publish in-depth, long-form 
railroad content that commercial outlets can only dream about. The Heritage Grants team has helped 
fund scores of notable preservation projects. For my part, I am proud of my role in the membership and 
convention committees, helping to create user-friendly systems to enable online membership orders, 
donations, and event registrations. In short, NRHS is headed in the right direction.  
 
However, the Society should not rest on its laurels, for there is much more to do.  
 
NRHS is at a crossroads. In my short time as an active NRHS volunteer, I’ve met dozens of other 
volunteers who share the same passion for the Society and for preservation of railroad history. Our 
Society has a paid staff of zero. This is a blessing, because we can deliver our programs at the lowest 
possible cost, but also a curse, because it is difficult to find members to step up to do what needs to be 
done. People of a certain age will remember that TV’s Mr. Rogers called these people “helpers.” As a 
Director in NRHS, I will make it a priority to recruit members whose many talents can help propel the 
Society forward. With your help, NRHS can continue to thrive.  
 
I thank you for your support, and I look forward to working with you. 
 
All completed ballots will be held by the NRHS General Counsel and at no time during the election will 
any member of the NRHS, including any Officer or member of the Electoral Committee, have access 
to those ballots. Ballots will be counted, and the results reported to the NRHS. The results will be 
certified by the General Counsel of the NRHS and the Electoral Committee in late-August 2024.  

Election shall be by a plurality of  those votes legally cast. The top nine vote recipients will be declared 
Directors. In the event of a tie for the last Director position, the winner will be declared by the roll of two 
dice, highest number wins. A member of the Electoral Committee will roll the dice at the election 
certification meeting. A video recording of the tie breaker will be taken. 

Winners of the election will be contacted by the Electoral Committee once the vote has been certified. 
Results will be available on the NRHS admin website and will be published in the NRHS News after 
the vote certification and written notification to the candidates. 

The new Board of Directors will be seated at the Fall 2024 NRHS Conference on a date and time to be 
determined. The last scheduled meeting of the current Board is at the NRHS National Convention on 
August 29, 2024, in Harrisburg, PA. The current Board remains in position until the seating of the new 
Board. 
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City Island Railroad, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  
By JOHN COWGILL, DC Chapter NRHS  

Harrisburg, the capital city of the U.S. state of Pennsylvania, is not known as city that is 
on many lists of cities to visit, but it should be.  One of the city’s famous suburbs is 
Hershey which is known as the Chocolate Capital of the World and is where the Hershey 
Chocolate Company was founded by Milton Hershey, and the company is still 
headquartered there today.  What about the city itself?  Of course, the State Capitol is 
here, but it also has great museums like the National Civil War Museum and the 
Pennsylvania Fire Museum.  

 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE CAPITAL – Located in downtown Harrisburg, on the east side 
of the Susquehanna River.  

The downtown area rests along the Susquehanna River, the longest non-navigable river 
in the United States of America with its beginnings in the U.S. state of New York passing 
through the east central region of Pennsylvania past Harrisburg before it continues into 
the U.S. state of Maryland and into the Chesapeake Bay.   

South of the city, there are four dams which form the scenery around Harrisburg today.  
One of the things formed by the four dams is City Island located in the middle of the river.  
What is special about City Island?  Well, it is a playground for the city, and the Harrisburg 
Senators, a professional minor league baseball team affiliated with the Washington 
Nationals, have their stadium here.  If you visit Harrisburg, you will be totally amazed  
with a visit to City Island. 
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The Walnut Street Bridge, an old steel truss street bridge that is now a pedestrian bridge, 
connects people with downtown and the western suburbs.  It is the home of the ‘Pride of 
the Susquehanna,’ a riverboat that is a pleasure to ride as you get great views of the 
river as well as the downtown region.  It has a miniature golf course, a carousel, and it 
is the home of the Harrisburg Beach Club.  As you enter City Island, there is an important 
crossing you must make.  What is that crossing?  The first thing you will see is the City 
Island Railroad.  

 
CITY ISLAND RAILROAD – Take a ride on the miniature train! 

City Island is walkable for most people and is mostly wheelchair accessible, but the City 
Island Railroad is a great way to see the island.  It is a miniature train pulled by a replica 
of an American Civil War era steam locomotive.  A ride on the train takes you around the 
stadium.  It takes you past the miniature golf course and beach club.  You pass by the 
dock of the Pride of Susquehanna.  Most important, you get great views of the river 
during your entire ride. The City Island Railroad begins at Walnut Street Station which is 
a short walk from the parking lot and Walnut Street Bridge.  If you visit City Island, it will 
be a great complement to your visit. 
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SUMMER FUN – Enjoy a ride without having to ‘work on the railroad.’  

The City Island Railroad runs mainly in the summer months.  It is located on City Island 
which is accessible from the Market Street Bridge which crosses the river between 
downtown and the western side of the river.  Admission is required to ride the train.  
There is parking available.  It is mainly free, but you may pay for parking during stadium 
events. 

 
AROUND WE GO! – Take the train and have an enjoyable time! 

 
The city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania has many wonderful places to see.  The City 
Island Railroad is worth your visit.  You will be glad you did.  
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Trolley Park Films – Recognizes NRHS and Niagara Chapter 
Assistance for Trolley Programs 
By PETER DAULTON, Cabin Nine Films 

The NRHS has been a great help in our PBS programs about trolley parks. 
The Niagara chapter helped us get a NRHS Heritage Grant last year for our 
first film featuring Midway State Park in Western New York and we are 
currently working with chapters in New Jersey for next year’s episode that 
may feature Clementon Park.  

We want to share information about how to watch our program with all the 
NRHS chapters. If appropriate, please pass along the info below to your 
members. 

Best, 

Peter Daulton 
Cabin Nine Films 
peterdaulton@gmail.com 

Star Wars artist creates new once-a-year programming for PBS about trolley 
parks. Our first film, Trolley Park: Midway Memories , premiered on PBS 
last May and our new film, Trolley Park: Out West , featuring Oaks Park in 
Portland Oregon is now available for streaming. Search for it by name on the 
PBS app or go to:   

https://www.pbs.org/show/trolley-park-out-west/  

Streaming will be free only during the months of May and June. On July 
1st Trolley Park: Out West  will become part of the PBS premium service - 
Passport. Trolley Park: Midway Memories  is also available through PBS 
Passport.  

For a complete list of PBS broadcasts across the country for both films go to 
our web site and click on PBS Broadcasts (updated daily so check back if you 
do not see a date in your area). Or call your local PBS station and ask them 
to show Trolley Park: Out West . 

www.trolleyparkseries.com  
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By MIKE EYER, Central Pennsylvania Chapter, NRHS 

A gondola car of rail from Danville was delivered to the White Deer Station on Friday 
May 10th by the Union County Industrial Railroad. This is the first delivery of a car to 
White Deer in quite some time, for the record, car LVRR 202. (See the rail laid out in the 
Back Page photo of this issue.) 

The rail was considered excess by the SEDA-Council of Governments Joint Rail 
Authority (SEDA-COG JRA) and donated to the chapter at the February JRA meeting 
through the efforts of Marc Lindenmuth and Ron Johnson. 

 
Photo courtesy of Ron Johnson, Chapter President 

MAY 10TH WAS AN HISTORICAL DAY - The delivery occurred on the date the first passenger 
train reached Loganton on the White Deer and Loganton Railroad, it was 114 years ago on the 
same day, pretty amazing. 

The gondola was unloaded on May 13th and used to install the second siding at White 
Deer and allowed us to complete this long awaited and planned project in our fiftieth 
year.  
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Photo courtesy of Mark Koppenhaver at Craley Rail Precision  
RAIL INSTALLED AND IN USE – This drone photo shows the rail in place and 
in use on the line. 

When the trackwork is completed, the chapter expects to have a fiftieth anniversary 
event at the White Deer Station in the late summer.  

 

DEER VALLEY STATION – Come visit, see the station a nd work-in-
progress. 

The White Deer train station was built in 1872 and houses a museum of many different 
train items. The Central Pennsylvania Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
was formed in 1978 and the group purchased the White Deer Station in 1984. The 
Central Pennsylvania Chapter has a total of ten pieces of rolling stock and one 44-ton 
switcher engine. The Museum is open every Sunday, year-round, from 1 to 4pm. They 
will also open the station for groups any time. More details at: 
https://www.visitcentralpa.org/listing/central-chapter-of-the-national-railway-historical-society/550/  
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Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter Caboose Charter 
By J. L. GATTIS, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter NRHS and ELIZABETH GUENZLER, Central Coast 
Chapter NRHS. All photographs are property of and copyrighted by the owner. 

On Saturday, April 27, the recently restored Frisco caboose No. 1291 made its first run over the 
mountains on the former Frisco line between Springdale and Van Buren, Arkansas. The caboose was 
chartered by the NRHS Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter. 

Chapter member Hugh Harris had made arrangements to add the charter caboose to a regular 
Arkansas & Missouri RR excursion run. The A&M excursions operate during warmer weather months 
on most Saturdays, plus a few other days. A typical consist may be five coaches, whose backgrounds 
range from vintage commuter service to a former Western Pacific California Zephyr dome. The April 27 
run was hauled by two Alco C-420 diesels, Nos. 44 and 68. 

The southbound excursion departed Springdale around 8 am. After arriving at Van Buren’s restored 
Frisco depot, the riders stepped off, the train backed about five hundred feet northward to a siding, and 
the power performed a runaround to hook on to the north end. Then, the train backed southward to the 
depot, where the Van Buren “second shift” excursionists stepped on for an 11 am northbound 
departure, to venture as far as the Winslow tunnel. After performing a runaround at the Winslow siding, 
this second shift train returned to Van Buren, unloaded, performed yet another runaround and backing 
maneuver, so the original “first shift” riders could re-board the train for a 2 pm departure northward to 
where they began, Springdale. 

Those taking the midday “second shift” had a shorter ride but had a box lunch onboard. Each person 
chose from one of three lunch options when they purchased their tickets. Both the salads and 
sandwiches were tasty, with the potato chips and cookies giving everyone plenty of food as they 
enjoyed their caboose ride, either in the cupola or the ground level. 

Between the A&M’s roadbed and the caboose trucks, those on board found the ride to be amazingly 
smooth; soft drink cans on a table did not wobble in the least. And the train was not dawdling, as speeds 
were typically 35 to 40 mph, except along the 2.2% upgrade to the Winslow tunnel. On the other hand, 
it could be noisy; you had to speak loudly to be heard. While riders were allowed to open the windows 
to enjoy a pleasant spring breeze, they were not permitted to step out onto the caboose platforms, 
since the A&M is a shortline railroad rather than a tourist line. 

Seats on the caboose were available to the general public, but most of the riders were NRHS members. 
Among the NRHS members on board were Ken Eddy, Jim Gattis, Christopher and Elizabeth Guenzler, 
Hugh Harris, David Hoge, Albert Pfeiffer, Emmett Sawyer and Bob Still. Thank you to the Arkansas & 
Missouri Railroad station and on-board staff for the work they did behind the scenes and during the 
excursion, to make it a very enjoyable and memorable trip. 

The Route Is a Former Frisco Line 

The pre-Civil War Butterfield stage had traversed roads between St. Louis and the West Coast via 
Springfield, Mo., and Van Buren and Ft. Smith, Arkansas. In 1876, the Little Rock & Fort Smith Railroad 
reached Van Buren. The two end-point towns this railroad had linked were both on the opposite side of 
the Arkansas River from the namesake city. 

In 1882, the St. Louis & San Francisco completed its line between Plymouth, Missouri (soon to be 
Monett) and Van Buren, Arkansas, across the Arkansas River from Ft. Smith. This route connected 
places that had been on the Butterfield stage line.  Monett would become a major junction on the 
Frisco’s St. Louis to Oklahoma City�and�beyond main  line. 
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To cope with the Boston Mountains of the Ozark Plateau, the road cut a tunnel at the high point of 
Winslow (formerly Summit House). With the completion of the bridge across the Arkansas River, 
construction continued south of Ft. Smith in 1886 toward Paris, Texas. For a time, SL&SF timetables 
showed the route from St. Louis through Monett and Ft. Smith to be the main line. Eventually, 
Springdale was MP 344.0, and Van Buren was 410.9. 

The Caboose Restoration 

Burlington Northern retired most cabooses in the mid-1980s, and donated No. 1291 (built in the late 
1960s) to Exeter, Mo., along the Monett& Fort Smith route.  

Small towns that received such donations would find over the ensuing decades that the cabooses were 
targets of vandalism, and that upkeep was expensive. 

Meanwhile, a fellow named Paul Slavens was searching for a former Frisco caboose that he could 
restore to its glory days. Slavens had grown up a few miles southwest of Tulsa, along Route 66 and 
the right-of-way of a Frisco mainline; there, trains got into his blood. Among the many that he inspected, 
1291 was among the more desirable, because it had a straight body. Eventually, Exeter decided to sell 
its caboose to him in 2014, and he transported it back to his Oklahoma shop for rehabilitation. He had 
also acquired other cabooses, some with more damage, to be used for parts. 

Employing skills he had learned as a young man, such as welding and automobile restoration, Slavens 
began a multi-year process. Over the next couple of years, the interior was stripped, the floor and 
interior panels removed, and some steel and parts were replaced. 

Although the car was in BN green, one could detect the former Frisco emblems underneath. An artist 
friend applied black enamel to trace the semi-hidden lettering and graphics, then a digital art company 
photographed and measured the various graphics, so it could in turn fashion stencils. Slavens later 
affixed the stencils and hand-sanded the areas where the graphics were to be applied. This enabled 
him to re-create the originals, not with decals but with actual white paint. 

There were many stages of sandblasting, priming, and painting. What Slavens had initially intended to 
be the finished color did not yield the desired outcome, so some trial and error was incurred before 
finding the paint mix to produce the proper reddish-brown color for this caboose.  

Slavens had thought that the best hope for running the caboose on tracks in his area at faster speeds 
would be for it to find a home on the Arkansas & Missouri. 

The operating constraints of other nearby short lines and museum railroads would only allow slow 
speeds. The A&M would allow both Slavens and the public to enjoy the restored car. 

In 2014, he had met someone at a Joplin model railroad show. Fast-forward to 2021, that person 
informed him that A&M was seeking a Frisco caboose. Slavens contacted the J. Reilly McCarren 
Transportation Museum in Springdale, affiliated with the A&M. That led to contact with Brenda Rouse, 
who handles the A&M’s excursion trains. In 2022, Rouse inspected the caboose under restoration and 
saw that it would work for the railroad. The caboose was moved to Springdale in 2023. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

EXPLANATORY PLAQUE ON THE INSIDE OF THE CABOOSE. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of David Hoge 

SHINY 1291 WAITING FOR RIDERS AT THE CENTURY-OLD VAN 
BUREN FRISCO DEPOT. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

AMONG THE CREW COMING DOWN FROM 
SPRINGDALE WERE, IN FRONT, KEN EDDY AND HUGH 
HARRIS  – Hugh’s son Mark is behind them. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Guenzler 

GROUP IN THE CABOOSE – Including most riders who began 
in Van Buren. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

NRHS MEMBERS ELIZABETH AND CHRISTOPHER GUENZLER 
TAKING A TURN IN THE CUPOLA – Below is Paul Slavens III, a 
volunteer crewman. He had worked on the caboose restoration along with 
his father. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

AFTER MONTHS OF BELOW-NORMAL PRECIPITATION, NATURE 
DECIDED TO MAKE UP THE DEFICIT THE DAY BEFORE THE 
TRAIN RIDE - What are normally languid streams along and below the 
route became suitable for white water kayaking. 
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Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Guenzler 

THE ALCOS ON THE OTHER END DURING THE NORTHBOUND RUN – Many in 
the caboose took turns taking photographs out of the back of the caboose. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

SOUTH OF THE WINSLOW TUNNEL – The tracks skirt the treetops on three successive trestles. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

AFTER ENTERING THE SOUTH PORTAL OF THE 
WINSLOW TUNNEL. 

  

 
Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

DIESEL SMOKE WAFTING FROM THE NORTH END 
AFTER EXITING THE TUNNEL. 
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Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

HOW TO DO A RUNAROUND AT THE WINSLOW SIDING 
– The brakeman removed the rear-end flag as the locomotive 
pair approachds to couple onto the south end. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of J.L. Gattis 

TRACKS TRAVERSED THE VALLEYS OF CLEAR CREEK AND FROG 
BAYOU – Tracks pass under Interstate 40. 
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 NRHS Photo Gallery 
By MARLIN R. TAYLOR, Library Slides & Film Committee NRHS 
You may be a regular reader of the News and the Bulletin . . . yet, how often do you visit 
the NRHS website ( https://nrhs.com/ ) ? 

If you are not familiar with it, it includes the list of all NRHS chapters across the nation, 
up-to-date details about the upcoming Convention ... and the Photo Gallery!  

You will get a sampling of it when you first visit, as there is a group of seven images at 
the top of the Home Page which rotate and are updated frequently. 

Just below this group of photos in the right column, you will find the Link to the Photo 
Gallery, where there are approaching 1800 photos from across the past century awaiting 
your edification, or might I simply say, awaiting your visual enjoyment. 

Much of the credit for this great collection - which continues to grow as each week passes 
- goes to our longtime NRHS Media Librarian, Mitch Dakelman. Mitch continues to 
faithfully scan and digitize each photo, then brings it to the best possible visual clarity, 
and adds location and date information before placing it in the Library for you to enjoy. 

If you have not visited the Gallery or have not done so recently, I urge you to take time 
to visit soon . . . as I do not know a railfan who does not enjoy looking at train pictures! 
And, if you have a particular era of interest, you will find that the collection is categorized 
in that manner, and there is a menu listing to quickly take you there. 

After spending some time enjoying our NRHS Photo Gallery library, if you have questions 
or comments, feel free to write to Mitch and me at heritagefilms@nrhs.com - that address 
places your message directly in both of our mailboxes. 
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By MARK EYER, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS and VALLI HOSKI, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS 

The Harrisburg Chapter held its annual picnic on Tuesday, June 11th at Harris Tower in downtown 
Harrisburg.  Members enjoyed the ‘pot luck’ style picnic with tasty hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, 
brownies and more.  Many thanks to all who created and brought the culinary treats. Mother Nature 
provided pleasant weather for the picnic, none of the traditional heat or rain. 

Along with the good conversations, membership award pins were given to two members to recognize 
their time with the NRHS.  Joe Heffron received a fifty-year pin for his membership longevity.  Tom 
Hargis received a pin for his twenty-five years of membership.  Members shared smiles and applause. 

          
NRHS MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES, June 11, 2024  - (left above) Joe Heffron recognized 
with a fifty-year certificate and (right above) Tom Hargis with a twenty-five-year certificate given by 
Harrisburg Chapter President Mark Eyer and Pattie Webb NRHS Membership Chair. 

 
During the picnic, some members took time to check out what is new with Harris Tower. Members could 
also take a tour of the latest work done in the Power Director’s Office at the Harrisburg Transportation 
Center (former Pennsylvania Station). 
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By AL WEBER, St. Louis Chapter NRHS 

 
Photo courtesy of Al Weber 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS WITH THE NRHS – St. Louis Chapter President David Huelsing presented 
Dan Bowling with a 25-year pin in recognition of his years as an NRHS member. 
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The Arkansas�Boston Mountains Chapter president, Ga ry Dean McCullah, passed 
away after a brief illness on April 19, 2024.  
Born at Fayetteville, Ark. in 1954, Gary served in the U.S. Navy between 1980 and 
1999, and then graduated from State University of New York�Albany. Returning to 
Arkansas, he worked for the Arkansas Dept. of Human Services. He had been a 
deacon and a trustee at West Ridge Free Will Baptist Church. He is survived by his 
wife of 22 years, Clare Hulseman McCullah of Farmington, Ark., and other family 
members. Internment was at the Fayetteville National Cemetery with military honors. 

Soon after meeting, Gary and Clare began volunteering on the Arkansas & Missouri 
excursion rides. They had been involved with both NRHS and the chapter for over two 
decades. Gary often volunteered to help with various chapter events, and served as a 
chapter officer, including three different times as chapter president. A photo in the March 
chapter newsletter showed Gary at the area model train show, kindly talking with a very 
small visitor at the chapter display. Gary will be missed.  
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By WESLEY ROSS & SHIRLEY ROSS, Discount List Committee NRHS 
Please add these five attractions to the 2024 Directory that was published and posted in 
May 2024. 

ALABAMA 
CALERA: Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum (a Unit of t he Heart of Dixie Chapter), 1919 
9th  Street. Calera, AL 35040. Phone: 205-668-3435. $1.00 discount per ticket for NRHS 
members. www.hodrrm.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 
WEST BARNSTABLE: West Barnstable Train Station and Museum (a Unit of the Cape 
Cod Chapter), 2469 Meetinghouse Way, West Barnstable, MA 02668. Phone: 508-362- 
WBTS(9287). Free museum. www.capecodnrhs.org 

MISSOURI 
INDEPENDENCE: 1879 Chicago & Alton Depot, 318 W. Pacific Avenue, Independence, 
MO 64050. Phone: 816-325-7955. Free museum. www.chicagoalton1879depot.org 

NEW YORK 
PORT JERVIS: Erie Turntable, 86 Pike St., Port Jervis, NY 12771. Phone: 973-800-9251. 
Free admission, unless otherwise specified. www.ErieTurntable.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 
HAMLET: National Railroad Museum, 120 E. Spring St., Hamlet, NC Phone: 910-582- 
3555. Free admission 
 

 
Courtesy of NRHS collections. 

Norfolk and Western Railway | Conneaut, Ohio | EMD GP35 #3540 diesel-electric locomotive + NPR 2-8-4 
#759 steam locomotive | Passenger special | September 5, 1969 | Emery Gulash photograph | Steve Timko 
collection.  
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Central PA Chapter NRHS, 48 th Annual Train Show – August 25, 2024  
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Joint Lackawanna Railroad History Symposium – Sept.  28, 2024  
Note: Updated information for the Symposium. 

Delaware Lackawanna & Western Railroad Historical S ociety 
And 

The Susquehanna Valley Railroad Historical Society 

A joint Lackawanna Railroad History Symposium will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2024. 
The meeting will be at the American Legion Post #1645, located at 177 Robinson Street, 
Binghamton, New York 13904. 

Registration will be from 8:00 to 9:00 AM. Following the opening remarks, the morning 
presentations will be from 9:15 and 12:30. A buffet lunch will be served from 12:30 to 1:15. The 
afternoon presentations will conclude by 3:45. The DLWRRHS will hold their annual members 
meeting immediately thereafter. 

Following are the event presenters and their program in alphabetic order (presentation times to be 
determined) 

Bob Bahrs – DL&W Stations A to Z 
Douglas J. Ellison – A Fond Look at the Phoebe Snow’s Utica Division 
Bob Pastorkey – DL&W Ithaca Branch – The Zig-Zag Route 
Josh Stull – The Indelible Mark of the Lackawanna on Nicholson, PA 
Theodore Xakellis – Syracuse Branch from Binghamton to Oswego 

Plus, a short talk on railroad history sourcing by Harry Nicholls – Research, Resources and 
Railroad Information 

Additional Daytime Highlights Include: 
·  Continental Breakfast at registration  
·  Buffet Luncheon  
·  Exhibitors  
·  Vendors 

A limited number of rooms have been set aside at the DoubleTree by Hilton Binghamton. The room 
rate for a Queen bed is $185 plus tax. The hotel is located at 225 Water Street Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The hotel phone number is 607-722-7575 or on-line at Hilton.com. When making a reservation, make 
sure to use group code DL4 . Reservations must be made by August 27 to receive the group rate. 

Please note that no meeting activities are schedule d at the DoubleTree. 

Other hotel options in the Binghamton area may be found at: 
Visitbinghamton.org/where-to-stay/hotels-and-motels 
Points of contact for the event are: 
DLWRRHS: Jerry Bower phone: 716-907-0835 email: jpbower54@verizon.net 
DLWRRHS Website: www.DLWRRHS.org 
DLWRRHS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/dlwrrhs 
SVRHS: Robert Pastorkey phone: 607-427-5823 email: pastorkey@stny.rr.com 
SVRHS Website: http://trainweb.org/SVRHS 
SVRHS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/people/Susquehanna-Valley-Historical-
Society/100064763796405/ 
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Delaware Lackawanna & Western Railroad Historical S ociety 

And 

The Susquehanna Valley Railroad Historical Society 

The Lackawanna Railroad history symposium will be held on Saturday, 
September 28, 2024. The meeting will be at the American Legion Post 
#1645, located at 177 Robinson Street, Binghamton, New York 13904. 

Registration Form 

The cutoff date for registration is September 16, 2024. Please register early. 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________State: _______________________ 
Zip:_______________ 

Phone: _______________________ Cell: _________________________ 

Email: 
___________________________________________________________ 

Saturday Events include Continental Breakfast and buffet lunch. 

$40.00 per person X Number of Attendees _________ $_______________ 

Guest Names: ________________________________________________ 

Vendor Table(s): Std 8 ft (Elect. Y/N) $10.00 each X No. ______ $________ 

Total amount enclosed: $________________ 

Please make check payable to: Delaware Lackawanna & Western RR 
Historical Society.   

Mail registration and payment to: 

DL&WRRHS Treasurer 

121 Rocky Trail Ct. 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 

The American Legion Post is handicap accessible. 

Other accommodations needed? 
___________________________________ 
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46th Annual Lehigh Valley Regional Train Show & Exp o – October 6, 2024 
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Editor’s Notes – When the News Becomes a Book 
By VALLI HOSKI, NRHS News Editor and member Harrisburg Chapter NRHS 

This issue is large, perhaps the largest in the past few years.  Settle back, have your 
favorite beverage at hand and enjoy a long and varied read. 

With the 2024 election ballots due on August  1st, the Candidate Bios are included in this 
issue for your convenience.  These are also posted on the NRHS web site.  

The 2024 Spring Conference was remarkably busy and unique.  The second section of 
this issue covers the fun, events and Iowa adventures of May.   

NRHS has very dedicated members, from new to long-time individuals. Read their 
stories in this issue; sooner or later you may find yourself on the receiving end of an 
anniversary certificate.   

Harrisburg PA is where you will find the 2024 National Convention running August 26th  
through the 31st. This issue gives you an early look at some of Harrisburg’s attractions.   
Come ready for a fun and busy visit to East Broad Top, the Strasburg Railroad and many 
stops in-between.   

If you are an amateur radio operator as well as rail enthusiast, we have a special event 
for you! K3IEC will be sharing the news of ‘Keystone Rails On-the-Air’ during Saturday, 
August 24.  More excitement and details to come in the August issue.  

Enjoy early summer, safe travels and start packing for the convention! Also, my heart-
felt thanks to Elizabeth Guenzler and Eileen Weber for their hours-long assistance on 
this issue. See you soon, Val 
 

About the NRHS News 

The NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. 
Six full-color issues are published usually in even-numbered months. The three remaining 
issues are printed in black-and-white and mailed to members across the year.  Issues are 
available (pdf file) online at https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/ 

Valli Hoski, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Editor. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS, 
Content Assistant. Elizabeth Guenzler, Central Coast Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant. 
Eileen Weber, St. Louis Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant.  

Email submissions to News@nrhs.com or mail to NRHS News, c/o Valli Hoski, P.O. Box 
234, York Springs, PA,17372.   The address for the Society is: National Railway Historical 
Society, Inc., 505 South Lenola Road, Suite 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Membership 
information changes should be sent to Patti Webb at Membership@nrhs.com.  

Membership dues should be mailed to NRHS - Membership, PO Box 31074, St. Louis, 
MO 63131-0074. 

  202406 News June 2024  draft 10 
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By MIKE EYER, Central Pennsylvania Chapter NRHS.   
A gondola car of rail from Danville was delivered to the White Deer Station on Friday 
May 10th by the Union County Industrial Railroad.  
The rail was considered excess and donated to the chapter at the February JRA meeting 
through the efforts of Marc Lindenmuth and Ron Johnson. The gondola is unloaded and 
used to install the second siding at White Deer project to be completed in our 50th year. 
Once trackwork is completed, the chapter expects to have a 50th anniversary event at 
the White Deer Station in the late summer. 

 
Photo courtesy of Jeff Van Cleve  

SECOND SIDING LAID OUT AT WHITE DEER, PENNSYLVANIA – Rail from the SEDA-COG JRA delivered on 
May 10, 2024 by the UCIR. Members and friends are encouraged to come out and see the improvements being 
completed in the Chapter’s fiftieth year.   

    


