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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Central Coast Chapter Field Trip — The Ocean Shore Railroad

By STEVE FERRARI, President, Central Coast Chapiéphotos courtesy of Steve Ferrari.

May was the month for the Central Coast Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society to learn more
about the Ocean Shore Railroad. First, Stephen Johnson, a member of the Pacifica Historical Society,
authored an article in Central Coast Chapter's monthly journal, The Ferroequinologist on the Ocean
Shore RR and the restoration of its historic car #1409. Second, a program at the May 17™ chapter meeting
covered the history of the Ocean Shore RR and the initial parts of the restoration of this historic car.
Finally, on Saturday May 18, members of Central Coast Chapter were able to have a field trip to visit the
museum covering Ocean Shore RR history, tour the Ocean Shore coach being restored, and have a
group lunch in the restored Ocean Shore RR Vallemar Depot restaurant. (Continued on p. 10)

Ocean Shore Railroad entlcmg rlders to visit thaétfic Coast.

Second hotel added for Convention - Crowne Plaza Harrisburg-Hershey.

This hotel is close to the Amtrak depot and to our convention headquarters. See page 2 for
details and reservations.
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Announcements

NRHS Convention & Conferences

NRHS Annual Convention - August 26 through August 31, 2024, in Harrisburg, P ennsylvania

The 2024 NRHS convention headquarters hotel, the Harrisburg Hilton , has sold out .

The second hotel for the conventionis  Crowne Plaza Harrisburg-Hershey 23 South Second Str  eet,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101

The Crowne Plaza is close to the Amtrak depot and to our convention headquarters. The NRHS rate is $134 per
night, plus taxes. Use this link to reserve your room at the Crowne Plaza. Book by August 6, 2024, to receive the
discounted rate. Late booking may have a higher rate and is subject to availability.

NRHS Fall Conference — October 10 through 12, 2024, in Wilmington, Delawar e
Host hotel — DoubleTree Hotel .

RailCamp

RailCamp Northwest — August 4 -11, 2024, the University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, Washington

Submission Deadlines for NRHS News

August 23 " deadline — .October 10 " deadline - November 1 st deadline -
October 2024 mailed issue November 2024 online issue December 2024 mailed issue
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By NRHS Convention Committee & ELIZABETH GUENZLE#tral Coast Chapter NRHS

Welcome to the Preview of the NRHS 2024 Convention. The Convention Committee,
Board of Directors and President welcome everyone to enjoy the convention events,

excursions and meetings.

Below is a summary of main convention events, followed by preview descriptions of key

excursions and tours.

Convention registration closes August 11" or sooner, if trips fill up. The schedule is shown

below.

Monday, August 26™ - Members reception and seminar by East Broad Top Railroad
historians.

Tuesday, August 27" - Strasburg Railroad; Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania.
Wednesday, August 28" - East Broad Top; Rockhill Trolley Museum.

Thursday, August 29" - NRHS meetings. Harris Tower and Pennsylvania Railroad

Power Director’'s Office (PDO) open for tours.
Friday, August 30" - Reading & Northern.

Saturday, August 31t - Middletown & Hummelstown; Northern Central Railway of York.

Full details are at https://nrhs.com/site/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/24ConvBook.pdf

NRHS

KEYSTONE RAILS

2024

CONVENTION
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Harrisburg, PA
August 26 - 31, 2024
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Strasburg Rail Road is America’s
oldest operating railroad.

The railroad’s charter dates to June
9, 1832. Strasburg has been in
tourist railroad service since 1958.

(Right) Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Guenzler

- R e T S T '§S§
An extremely rare opportunity is being offered for one cab ride, in either former Canadian
National 2-6-0 89 or former Norfolk and Western 4-8-0 475 for a round trip to Paradise. A
silent auction will be held on Monday, August 26th for this singular event. You can only
bid on this cab ride if you attend the convention and have purchased tickets for this
excursion!

You will also see J Tower, one of two surviving Pennsylvania Railroad wood frame
interlocking towers. It was built in 1885 and after the end of its active life, the Lancaster
Chapter acquired the tower, disassembled it and moved it to Strasburg, where it was
reassembled and restored to its original appearance.

Across the road is the largest
railroad museum in the state,
The Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania which features
one hundred historic
locomotives and passenger
cars, including a GG1, logging
railroad steam engines of each
type and the oldest passenger
car in the country.

(Left) Photo courtesy of Christophe

Guenzler.
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The East Broad Top Railroad is one of the most intact 19th-century industrial sites and
is the oldest narrow-gauge railroad in the country. It is the only original narrow-gauge
railroad east of the Rocky Mountains.

Everyone will have a shop and roundhouse tour, ride the train and ride one of the historic
trolleys. When you enter the shops, you are stepping back in time This is an event not
to be missed!

(Right) Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Guenzler.

The Rockhill Trolley Museum is dedicated to the preservation of the electric trolley car
and now has a collection of twenty-two cars, including an open car, high-speed interurban
cars, fascinating maintenance-of-way cars and two PCC cars.

During the trolley ride, you will see the
remains of the Rockhill Furnace, the
dual-stack coke-fired iron furnace
which shut down in 1907.

(Right) Photo courtesy of Christophe

Guenzler.
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The Harrisburg Chapter will be opening two historic buildings — the Harris Tower, built in
1929, and the PRR Power Director’'s Office, built in1915 respectively. Both sites are
operated and maintained by the Harrisburg Chapter.

E ]

V.

This is a special opportunity for you
to tour and to watch trains during your
visit to Harrisburg.

The sites will be open on two days:
Monday, August 26th from 1:00
pm to 7:00 pm
Thursday, August 29th from 2:00
pm to 8:00 pm

On Thursday, complimentary

refreshments and hot dogs will be

available, courtesy of the Chapter.

Harris Tower is air-conditioned.

Photos
Chapter.

(Left) The Harris Tower.

courtesy of

(Right) The PRR
Power Director’s
Office
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The Budd RDC's, while prevalent throughout the 1950’'s to the 1980’s, have almost
disappeared from commuter rails of this country. However, you can still ride these

bastions of mid-to-late 20th century passenger trains during the NRHS convention!

The Reading, Blue Mountain and
Northern operates former Reading
and New York Central RDCs and we
will be riding them from Outer
Reading Station to Minersuville.

The return journey will include
Pottsville, which is RARE MILEAGE.

(Right and below left.) Photos courtesy of
Elizabeth Guenzler.

During our lunchtime layover in
Minersville, you will have an
opportunity  to  photograph
Central Railroad of New
Jersey 0-6-0 113, built in 1923,
and the Reading station.

Runbys are planned. On the return journey, our route includes Pottsville with a possible
stop at Port Clinton. If time allows, a tour of the steam shop will be given.
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This is your opportunity to ride a line that was chartered in 1888 and saw passenger trains
until 1939, then not until 1986. Freight operations lasted until 1972, then had a four-year
hiatus, finally ending in 1986.

Before we board our excursion, there will be photographic opportunities involving street-
running, a rare occurrence these days for both passenger and freight. A center-cab
switcher will lead our train, first in street-running for photography then the excursion itself.

A|| photos courtesy of Ellzabeth Guenzler

After Iunch we will visit the Northern Central Railway in North Freedom. This is a Civil
War- themed heritage railroad running excursions which include historical commentary on
the importance of the railroad during the Civil War.

NORTHERN CENTRAL RAILWAY

NCR613

We will travel to Hanover Junction where a runby will occur then the locomotive runs
around the train before we proceed to Howard Tunnel for another runby. Howard Tunnel
Is the second oldest active rail tunnel in the country.

These two events are a fitting way to end the 2024  NRHS convention. Come and
join us on a five days’ worth of excursions, semina rs and meetings.

Visit https://nrhs.com/convention/ ___ for the convention booklet and to register.
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By NRHS Preservation Award Committee NRHS PRESERWAWARD COMMITTEE

The National Railway Historical Society is pleased to kick off our second annual
recognition of a railroad’s historic preservation efforts. We're again partnering
with Railway Age and Railway Track & Structures to present this award in recognition of
a common carrier railroad for their effort to preserve railroad history in the United States,
Canada or Mexico.

Railway Age Editor-in-Chief William C. Vantuono says, “Railway Age has been chronicling
the rail industry since our founding in 1856. It is fitting that we partner with NRHS on a
preservation award. We have seen several railroads celebrate their history recently, in
many different forms. We are eager to honor an outstanding example of this commitment
to historic preservation.”

“NRHS solidified its interest in historic railroad preservation through the Heritage Grants
program and by saving and sharing railroad-related media,” said NRHS president Tony
White.

“We are delighted to continue our partnership with Railway Age and Railway Track &
Structures to recognize a significant North American railroad preservation project. As our
mission is to preserve railroad history in all its forms, we developed this award to honor a
railroad for its preservation efforts. | look forward to hearing from our members — and
Railway Age and RT&S subscribers — about what they think best exemplifies the spirit of
railroad preservation today.”

We cannot honor a project if it is not nominated - that is where you come in!

For more information on the award, and to nominate your favorite railroad preservation
project, see the NRHS award website at
https://nrhs.com/programs/outstanding-railroad-historic-preservation-award/ .

You will need your NRHS member number for the nomination form. The nomination period
Is open through August 30, 2024. Thank you.

Questions and ideas may be directed to committee member Mike Yuhas at
myuhas@nrhs.com

Sincerely,

NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

R. Victor Varney, Edward M. Berntsen, Tony White, Mike Yuhas
Preservation Award Committee

NRUS RAILWAYAGE RIS

NATIONAL RAIL T SOCIETY RAILWAY TRACK AND STRUCTURES
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Central Coast Chapter Field Trip - Ocean Shore RR (contd)

(Continued from p. 1)

The Ocean Shore Railroad was a fascinating and important railroad for the San Francisco
Bay Area and Northern California. It was incorporated in 1906 and was planned to be a
high-speed double track line to run from San Francisco south to Santa Cruz, California,
perched along the Pacific Coast. The impetus was to develop real estate for housing next
to the scenic Pacific Ocean. It was thought that a railroad could transport San Francisco
holiday travelers and beachgoers and entice them to buy land for coastal homes. The
railroad had spectacular scenery as much of what was built clung to the very edge of the
Pacific Ocean. In addition, it was to be built to bring produce growing along the coast to
markets in San Francisco.

In 1905, funding was secured, work began, and building proceeded steadily. Rails
reached Mussel Rock near what is now Daly City, California. Unfortunately, on April 18,
1906, there was a devastating earthquake in the San Francisco Bay Area which dealt an
overwhelming blow to the Railroad. It caused collapsing cliffs and rockslides that dumped
over four thousand feet of railroad track, along with rolling stock and construction
equipment into the sea. It was therefore decided to build a single-track steam railroad
instead of the planned two-track electric railway.

In the end the railway was only built from San Francisco South to Tunitas Glen, with no
rail from there to Swanton, and rail built south finally from Swanton to Santa Cruz. The
line from Swanton south was built to tap rich lumber resources, but the line in the middle
from Tunitas Glen to Swanton was never built due to lack of funding. Initially, passengers
started in coaches hauled by electric locomotives in San Francisco. The coaches were
then hauled by steam locomotives outside of San Francisco to Tunitas Creek. From there
passengers could transfer to a steamer car via road and then transfer back by rail from
Swanton to Santa Cruz. The line ran from about 1907 only until 1920 as automobiles and
trucks made their inroads. Significantly, the rugged coast was also part of its downfall as
the cliffs were prone to give way and required significant maintenance to keep the line
intact. Today certain cities and towns along the original completed right of way trace their
history to the building of the Ocean Shore Railroad.

Fresh with primers on the Ocean Shore, Central Coast members descended first on a tour
of the Coastside Museum which is in their historic little Brown Church built in 1910.
Interestingly, it was built right across from the original Ocean Shore RR right of way in
Pacifica. Inside, members were treated to beverages and pastries as tours of the museum
began. As the railroad was integral to the development of the town and the area, much of
the museum is devoted to the railroad and its history. Throughout the facility there are
histories, narratives, historic railroad photographs, and even a working model of the
railroad showing scenes of historic spots.

Museum docents gave us interesting historic facts and tidbits about the railroad and the
development of the City of Pacifica. Next, our group went across the street to observe
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progress on the beautiful restoration of the Ocean Shore RR Coach #1409. When the
railroad was abandoned, rolling stock was sold. This coach was found decaying in the
back of a yard in the town of Sebastopol, California and was trucked back to Pacifica for
restoration. It is the only currently known piece of rolling stock to be in existence from the
Ocean Shore Railroad. Much of the woodwork has been restored by retired skilled
craftsmen. Work remains to be done, but it is moving steadily along as funding becomes
available. The group was treated to a talk and were able to ask questions of the main
person currently responsible for ongoing restoration.

Finally, our group drove a mile or so down the right of way which is now a highway to the
restored Ocean Shore Railroad Vallemar Depot restaurant. This depot is one of only three
Ocean Shore Depots remaining and the only one available for the public to visit. Inside
the depot are two lighted models of the railroad along with countless historic photographs
from when the Railroad was running. After members were able to study the historic
memorabilia, they settled down to a group lunch with museum members to continue
discussions on what was learned.

It was a successful group day, if not month, for the Central Coast Chapter allowing
members to learn and further their understanding of the Ocean Shore Railroad. Many
thanks to Stephen Johnson and the Pacifica Historical Society for their time and for the
information used in this article. Note: If anyone would like a pdf copy of Central Coast
Chapter’'s The Ferroequinologist journal with the Ocean Shore Railroad article inside,
please send an email to Steve Ferrari at steveferrari@yahoo.com and one will be
forwarded to you.

Listening to the restoration history by the PacifidHistorical Society aboard

the Ocean Shore Coach.
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Inside of the Ocean Shore Railroad coach being mesd.

Restoration work on the outside of Ocean Shore doac
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Excursion photo upon the opening of the Ocean Shétailroad.

Passengers on the Ocean Shore Railroad enjoyingdpen platform.
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Drawing on the original stock certificate envisiong high speed electric service

versus transportation of the day.

Model of the Ocean Shore Railroad approaching thdfc
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Ocean Shore Railroads map from San Francisco to &an

Cruz with dashes for where it was never built.

Classic Ocean Shore Railroad train on trestle.
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Local team member explains work done.

Central Coast Chapter members listening to talk osstoration progress an

inspecting work that has been done.
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Interior of the Ocean Shore Railroad coach beingstered.

Model of “Pacifica” from the Golden Gate Internatioal Exhibition in San

Francisco in 1939.
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Ocean Shore Railroad restoration tent used to allaliwvork to be done under cove

and to allow the wooden coach to be protected froeather.

Model of the Ocean Shore Railroad train in front o¥/allemar depot.
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Model of the Ocean Shore Railroad gasoline car ltead in Vallemar depot.

Ocean Shore Railroad gasoline-powered car bringiwgrkers to comba

slides. Notice slides covering tracks in background
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