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Central Coast Chapter members enjoying lunch in historic Ocean Shore Railroad Vallemar depot. 

 

Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley RHS Chapter News 
By KENNETH KERTEZ, Secretary, Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley RHS  

The Chapter celebrated its 50th Anniversary last November and is pleased to announce 
several upcoming events. 

The Moscow Station, which the Chapter leases from the NEPRA, has been completely 
restored and a Grand Opening is scheduled for July 20.  

The Chapter will conduct an Annual Picnic in Moscow on August 11, Noon to 4pm. Cost 
is $20.00 per person; Limited to forty attendees.  

The Chapter will host a number of train events starting from Steamtown in July, August 
and November. All are subject to change account equipment availability.  

Those interested should check the Train Schedule on the Steamtown website at 
https://www.nps.gov/stea/index.htm 
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By JOHN DEROO, Kansas City Chapter, NRHS (both text and photos). 

Canadian Pacific (CP) 2816 came to town on the Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) 
Final Spike Steam Tour around Kansas City, Missouri and Amsterdam, Missouri on May 
18th  and June 25th, 2024.  

 
CP 2816 on display at Kansas City (KC) Union Station May 18th, 2024. 

 

 
Broadside shot of CP 2816 at Kansas City Union Station. May 18th, 2024 
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CP 2816 and the first diesel painted in the new CPKC livery on display at 
Kansas City Union Station. May 18th, 2024 

 

 
CP 2816 and train arriving at Amsterdam, Missouri for a service stop. 
June 25th, 2024. 
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Going away shot arriving in Amsterdam, Missouri, June 25th, 2024. 

 

 
After servicing, the train awaits the arrival of a southbound freight before 
continuing north to Kansas City for the night. June 25th, 2024. 
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Eastern Shore Railway Museum, Parksley, Virginia 
By JOHN COWGILL,DC Chapter NRHS. All photos courtesy of John Cowgill. 
(Editor’s note: Reprinted with permission from John Cowgill and unchanged from the original source.) 

The town of Parksley in the U.S. state of Virginia, a small town on the Delmarva Peninsula 
is known for its Victorian architecture.  The town was built around a railroad line that was 
extended south from Pocomoke City in the U.S. state of Maryland to Cape Charles, 
Virginia which sits at the southern tip of the peninsula. (The railroad line in the Virginia 
section of the peninsula is now abandoned.)   

 

It you visit the town, the very first thing that you will notice is the numerous rails cars that 
are resting in this town.  This is the Eastern Shore Railway Museum which celebrates the 
railroad heritage of the town. 

On the outside, you will see the Parksley Depot that was once used for passenger 
service.  The depot was originally the Depot of Hopetown, Virginia that was brought to the 
museum and sits on the site of the original Parksley Depot.   

You will also see a section of the foundation of the old 1886 depot that was unearthed 
while clearing the land for the museum.  You can stand in the same spot where 
passengers stood to wait for the train.  The platform is made with bricks that were used at 
the train station in Ocean City, Maryland.  
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You will see a dining car from the Seaboard Airline Railroad.  You see an old maintenance 
shed and a guard house that was used before crossing gates came along.   

 

You see an old Pennsylvania Railroad Box Car, the Fairfax River, a Pullman sleeper from 
the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad, another sleeper car, a baggage car 
and two cabooses: one from the Nickle Plate Road and an old Wabash caboose.  There 
is so much to see, and you have not even gone inside yet. 
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On the inside, you will see the gift shop, a small model train display, a maintenance car, 
a luggage carrier and artifacts from the days when regular rail service came to Parksley. 

 

The Eastern Shore Railway Museum is located at 18468 Dunne Avenue in Parksley, 
Virginia, just minutes from U.S. Route 13 at the intersection of Virginia Route 176 and 
Virginia Route 316.   

 

Admission is free, but donations are greatly appreciated.  The gift shop, model train 
display and inside areas are open from April to November, but the grounds are accessible 
all year round.  A drive along Virginia’s Eastern Shore would not be complete without a 
visit to Parksley and to the spot that the town originated from.  
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Report from the NRHS Financial Team: Personnel Changes & 
Help Wanted  
By BOB BITZER, NRHS Treasurer 

We have had some personnel changes in the past several months in the make-up of the 
NRHS Financial Team. We are fortunate to have Ward Wells join us as Assistant 
Treasurer. Ward has recently retired and comes to us with an extensive corporate financial 
background.  

NRHS Bookkeeper 
We continue our search for a bookkeeper who is proficient in QuickBooks Pro. The Society 
has an on-line package which contains this software and is used for all our financial 
bookkeeping. Currently most of the bookkeeping functions are being outsourced. We wish 
to return these to an all-in-house function, which has always been the case in the past.  

What type of background and experience is needed for this bookkeeping function for our 
organization? Let us begin with a brief definition and overview of what the Bookkeeper’s 
requirements and duties for the job are: 

1. Experience and knowledge of practical business accounting skills which includes: 
a. Manage bill payments 
b. Bank account balancing 
c. Spreadsheet set-up for financial reports 
d. Developing budgets 

2. Needs to be familiar and work with QuickBooks PRO on-line accounting software. 
3. Ability to work with NRHS outside CPA firm to provide information for annual audits 

and tax return preparation (990’s).  
4. Work with NEON Membership System financial transactions and reports. 

Before everyone asks how many hours a week, conference calls and travel are involved, 
let me assure you it is not that difficult. All the Society’s accounting is done through 
QuickBooks and is on-line through a cloud server. Everything is done from a home 
computer. Most of our financial business meetings, when required, are done by 
conference calls or using internet on-line meeting services such as “Zoom”.  And 
remember, this is teamwork; you have me, our Assistant Treasurer and our Comptroller. 

If you need more information or want to volunteer and throw your accounting cap in the 
ring for this extremely important job, please contact me so we can discuss. I can be 
reached by phone 301-206-5321, or by email at treasurer@nrhs.com.  

Remember, it is rewarding and it feels great to be a part of our organization’s volunteer 
team.  
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Donating to the NRHS or the NRHS Fund 

By KEVIN FEENEY, Controller of the NRHS Fund [and Retired CPA] 

Both the NRHS and the NRHS Fund are 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charitable organizations 
meaning that any donations made to them by US taxpayers are generally tax deductible.  
With increases in the IRS’ standard deduction amounts, the vast majority of taxpayers no 
longer itemize.   

However, given the average age of our members, the tax code provides another way to 
make charitable contributions that still optimizes the tax benefits of giving.  This is called 
a QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION [QCD]; this is a donation made to a qualified 
charity directly from one’s  regular IRA.  In this transaction, the charity receives the full 
amount of the contribution and the individual is NOT taxed on the distribution.  If an 
individual takes a taxable distribution from their IRA and then donates cash to a charity, 
this action will result in a higher tax bill than if the money was given to the charity via a 
QCD. 

The Secure 2.0 Act  indexed the annual limits on QCDs such that in 2024, individuals 70½ 
years old or older may use a QCD to donate up to $105,000  to qualified charities directly 
from their IRA.  If you are that older than 70½ and currently taking Required Minimum 
Distributions [RMDs] from your IRA, any QCDs will also reduce your RMD amount.   

While the Secure 2.0 Act raised the age at which one must begin taking RMDs to 73, it 
did not increase the minimum age for making QCDs.  This means that those aged 70.5 to 
72.99 can still make QCDs even though they are not required to take RMDs. 

The above is provided for informational purposes only and does not represent specific tax 
advice.  If you have questions on QCDs to your situation, please consult with your own 
tax advisor.  

Ready for You - NRHS Membership Brochures  
By JON BAAKE, DC Chapter NRHS 

If you are a member of a model railroad club, museum, historical society or other such 
type of operation, and have a place for literature or brochures at your location, we would 
appreciate it if you would display NRHS Membership Brochures for your members and/or 
the general public.   

Let us know how many you want and where to send them and we will get them out to you 
at no cost.  By doing this we hope to increase awareness of the NRHS and membership 
in the society.   

Requests should be sent to Jon Baake at jbaake@outlook.com 
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By BOB BITZER, NRHS Treasurer 

I bet you are asking yourselves what this article is about. Yes, it is about the conferences 
the Society holds twice a year to conduct our organization’s business and to develop the 
direction of its work on rail history and preservation.   
As an organization, we are spread out all over the U.S. and the world. Our interests in 
railroading are diverse and cover all aspects of it. Which is why it is important that we have 
a solid network in place to communicate with each other on these interests and share our 
ideas and goals. This is how we will continue to learn and grow and meet our objectives. 
One of the most important ways we can accomplish our goals is by getting together 
through our twice-yearly conferences. The NRHS Conference Committee continues to 
coordinate these conferences for the Board of Directors and the Advisory Council. 
Here comes the big ask which needs everyone’s support. The chapters and the members 
are the Society. You will help determine its future and direction. Getting together at the 
conferences is one major part of this goal. Whether it is in person or by internet services 
such as Zoom these meetings are important to have and attend.  Please contact me if 
your chapter is interested in hosting a meeting for the Society. I will be glad to work with 
you.  
We have a complete information kit on the requirements for setting up and operating a 
meeting. In addition, the Society now helps in supporting the meeting room costs for the 
event and on-line meeting set-up.  It is not that difficult to run a conference and can be a 
great way for a chapter to show off its local railroading sites, rail heritage preservation 
work and museum operations, educational programs, and give us an opportunity to ride 
trains.  
On our current schedule of conferences, the next one will be in Wilmington, Delaware on 
October 10-12, 2024.  Currently there are no conferences scheduled beyond the Fall of 
2024, and that is a major concern.  Again, this is where we need the support of the 
chapters.  
Please contact me for information related to running an NRHS conference.  Email is 
treasurer@nrhs.com; phone is 301-206-5321. I look forward to hearing from you.   
Teamwork makes the difference. Let’s support NRHS!  
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Wisconsin Chapter East Troy Excursion – Saturday Af ternoon, August 24, 2024   

Wisconsin Chapter is sponsoring a private excursion on the East Troy Electric Railroad 
The plan is to tour the entire railroad, including the rare-mileage Trent Tube spur, with runbys 
planned, and perhaps a few surprises. We’re set to ride the lovingly-restored North Shore car 761. 

·  Trip departs East Troy at 6:00 pm sharp, returning around 8:00 pm. 
·  Fare is $30.00 for NRHS members and their guests ($40 for non-members).  
·  To order, see www.nrhswis.org; call 414-698-6625 for info. 

Central PA Chapter NRHS, 48 th Annual Train Show – August 25, 2024  
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Joint Lackawanna Railroad History Symposium – Sept.  28, 2024  
Note: Updated information for the Symposium. 

Delaware Lackawanna & Western Railroad Historical S ociety 
And 

The Susquehanna Valley Railroad Historical Society 

A joint Lackawanna Railroad History Symposium will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2024. The 
meeting will be at the American Legion Post #1645, located at 177 Robinson Street, Binghamton, 
New York 13904. 

Registration will be from 8:00 to 9:00 AM. Following the opening remarks, the morning presentations 
will be from 9:15 and 12:30. A buffet lunch will be served from 12:30 to 1:15. The afternoon 
presentations will conclude by 3:45. The DLWRRHS will hold their annual members meeting 
immediately thereafter. 

Following are the event presenters and their program in alphabetic order (presentation times to be 
determined) 

Bob Bahrs – DL&W Stations A to Z 
Douglas J. Ellison – A Fond Look at the Phoebe Snow’s Utica Division 
Bob Pastorkey – DL&W Ithaca Branch – The Zig-Zag Route 
Josh Stull – The Indelible Mark of the Lackawanna on Nicholson, PA 
Theodore Xakellis – Syracuse Branch from Binghamton to Oswego 

Plus, a short talk on railroad history sourcing by Harry Nicholls – Research, Resources and Railroad 
Information 

Additional Daytime Highlights Include: 
·  Continental Breakfast at registration  
·  Buffet Luncheon  
·  Exhibitors  
·  Vendors 

A limited number of rooms have been set aside at the DoubleTree by Hilton Binghamton. The room rate 
for a Queen bed is $185 plus tax. The hotel is located at 225 Water Street Binghamton, NY 13901. The 
hotel phone number is 607-722-7575 or on-line at Hilton.com. When making a reservation, make sure to 
use group code DL4 . Reservations must be made by August 27 to receive the group rate. 

Please note that no meeting activities are schedule d at the DoubleTree. 

Other hotel options in the Binghamton area may be found at: 
Visitbinghamton.org/where-to-stay/hotels-and-motels 
Points of contact for the event are: 
DLWRRHS: Jerry Bower phone: 716-907-0835 email: jpbower54@verizon.net 
DLWRRHS Website: www.DLWRRHS.org 
DLWRRHS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/dlwrrhs 
SVRHS: Robert Pastorkey phone: 607-427-5823 email: pastorkey@stny.rr.com 
SVRHS Website: http://trainweb.org/SVRHS 
SVRHS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/people/Susquehanna-Valley-Historical-
Society/100064763796405/ 
 

 

 
  



 

NRHS News < NRHS.COM > August 2024 

32

Delaware Lackawanna & Western Railroad Historical S ociety 

And 

The Susquehanna Valley Railroad Historical Society 

The Lackawanna Railroad history symposium will be held on Saturday, 
September 28, 2024. The meeting will be at the American Legion Post #1645, 
located at 177 Robinson Street, Binghamton, New York 13904. 

Registration Form 

The cutoff date for registration is September 16, 2024. Please register early. 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________State: _______________________ 
Zip:_______________ 

Phone: _______________________ Cell: _________________________ 

Email: 
___________________________________________________________ 

Saturday Events include Continental Breakfast and buffet lunch. 

$40.00 per person X Number of Attendees _________ $_______________ 

Guest Names: ________________________________________________ 

Vendor Table(s): Std 8 ft (Elect. Y/N) $10.00 each X No. ______ $________ 

Total amount enclosed: $________________ 

Please make check payable to: Delaware Lackawanna & Western RR 
Historical Society.   

Mail registration and payment to: 

DL&WRRHS Treasurer 

121 Rocky Trail Ct. 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 

The American Legion Post is handicap accessible. 

Other accommodations needed? ___________________________________ 
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46th Annual Lehigh Valley Regional Train Show & Exp o – October 6, 2024 
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By TONY WHITE, President NRHS 

The 2024 convention in Harrisburg, PA is happening August 26 to 31. Tickets are selling 
fast and this is the perfect time to grab a seat before all seats are sold out. With the 
convention being in the northeast, which just happens to be the most densely member 
populated area in world, there was fear that most of the members in this area had been 
to the convention venues several times. However, we have been adding capacity to each 
of the trips. 

One might ask, why does it cost so much for a convention? In a nutshell, just think of what 
you have been paying for gasoline and food or insurance and eating out. Well, 
conventions must pay for a lot of insurance, bus trips, lunches and or dinner, the cost of 
the train ride or museum. All of this adds up.  

Is it worth going to a convention? I think so. I only get to see good friends once a year and 
that is during the convention. Sure, I have ridden every convention ride and visited every 
museum that we are going to, but I now get to do it with other exciting folks. 

As a teaser, I will say that we have some exciting things that will start to roll out from 
around convention time to the end of this year. Without rebranding our name or logo, we 
are building many benefits into our program that are all membership perks. I am truly 
proud to be a part of the activities of several committees toward this end. Exciting times! 

The 2024 RailCamp East program was again very successful. All twenty-four campers 
and six staff members had a wonderful time. Our official photographer/assistant director, 
Tim O’Malley took 799 pictures. I have sent the pictures to all the campers and some to 
Amtrak. The West program commences on August 4. I am sure that you will see an article 
or two about the camps in the coming months. 

The judging for the NRHS/Trains Magazine Photo Contest has just been completed. Look 
for the winning photographs in Trains Magazine. I want to thank Jeff Smith, Mike Yuhas 
and the Trains Magazine Staff for all the effort to pick the winners. I know we spent many 
hours poring over the pictures and picking our winners and then alternative ones in case 
the winners would not reproduce well in the magazine. 

Thank you all, see you in Harrisburg. 
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By VALLI HOSKI, NRHS News Editor and member Harrisburg Chapter NRHS 

As July quickly turns to August, the 2024 National Convention is almost here!  Really?  Yes!  Turn to 
page 3 and you’ll find your guide to the venues and excursions that await you.  Please remember to wear 
your convention badge during all activities . 

The Cumberland (PA) Amateur Radio Club (CARC) is sharing the news of the NRHS Harrisburg 
convention with a special amateur radio event (K3IEC) on Saturday, August 24.  This is not an official 
NRHS event. CARC amateur radio operators who are also ‘rail enthusiasts at heart’ are operating this 
event. Rockville Bridge’s anniversary was celebrated with a similar “On-the-Air” event by these amateur 
radio operators. They are looking forward to sharing  excitement and fun of “Keystone Rails On-the-Air”. 
Their story will be in a future News issue. 

Many memories of past NRHS conventions have come to my mind while writing the August issue. Many 
memories of past NRHS conventions have come to mind while writing the August issue. Around 1992, I 
walked into the NRHS Chicago convention and found an unhappy situation at registration.  The badge 
printer was not working and folks were in a tizzy.  After a stern talk with the computer, tinkering with it 
and several restarts, I got the printer working.  Not a big thing really, but reg folks were smiling again.  At 
the 2008 NRHS Convention in Texas (DFW), Harry and I had a fantastic time as car hosts onboard the 
Quanah Zephyr.  We were assigned to different rail coaches. Later we had fun comparing typical or 
strange questions asked by passengers during the excursion.    

Car Host Wisdom  gleaned by  Valli and Harry as ‘Ca r Hosts For A Day’. (2008)  

 
Above: Valli welcomes all aboard 
2008 Quanah Zephyr special, coach 6. 

You got Qs? We got Answers! 

Why are you a car host (or conductor 
or other volunteer) and not an 
engineer? Because … 
… I hate shoveling coal 
... my cooking's too bad for the dining 
car 
… we love guessing at answers to 
questions we haven't heard yet 
… we love answering questions for 
which we have no answers 
… we invent stories about a cornfield 
we just passed, when asked “what was 
that?” 
… we love looking at one's watch to 
figure out “which mile post did we just 
pass”? 
* “What's around the next curve? … 
Another curve, unless “we got cows”, 
then it’s a “Twister”! 
* We’re going uphill, what's on the 
other side? ... another hill, down this 
time 
* When're we going to get there? ... 
when the locomotive pulls into the 
station 

 
Above: Harry is ready for duty and 
service aboard 2008 Quanah Zephyr 
special, coach 5. 

* Why isn't there a caboose at the 
back? ... It's making better time 
than we are, passed us a while 
back, din’ja see? 
* Why do we have to go back now, 
and end the fun? ... So we can find 
the caboose 
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By VALLI HOSKI, NRHS News Editor and member Harrisburg Chapter NRHS 
 

SUNNY VIEW OF THE ROCKVILLE BRIDGE – Looking east from the west bank of the Susquehanna River 
at Marysville, Pennsylvania. 

The Rockville Bridge is an historic Pennsylvania structure and favorite of many railroad 
enthusiasts and photographers.  The current bridge was constructed between 1900 and 
1902.  It remains the longest stone masonry arch railroad bridge structure built, with 40 
spans, each 70-feet wide.  Originally used by the Pennsylvania Railroad, it is currently used 
by the Norfolk Southern Railway as well as  Amtrak’s Pennsylvanian passenger train route.   
For more history and details, see the Wikipedia article Rockville Bridge .  
Camera: Samsung Galaxy A53 5G cell phone; taken on a sunny summer day, 7/18/24. 
 

About the NRHS News 

The NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. Six full-color 
issues are published usually in even-numbered months. The three remaining issues are printed in black-
and-white and mailed to members across the year.  Issues are available (pdf file) online at 
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/ 
Valli Hoski, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Editor. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS, Content Assistant. 
Elizabeth Guenzler, Central Coast Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant. Eileen Weber, St. Louis Chapter 
NRHS, Editorial Assistant.  
Email submissions to News@nrhs.com or mail to NRHS News, c/o Valli Hoski, P.O. Box 234, York 
Springs, PA,17372.   The address for the Society is: National Railway Historical Society, Inc., 505 South 
Lenola Road, Suite 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Membership information changes should be sent to 
Patti Webb at Membership@nrhs.com.  

Membership dues should be mailed to NRHS - Membership, PO Box 31074, St. Louis, MO 63131-0074. 
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