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By BILL THOMAS, West Kentucky Chapter NRHS. All photos courtesy of Bill Thomas. 
Some of my most enjoyable moments were spent in the backyard of our Lakewood home 
here in Madisonville. We moved in late summer of 2003 and by 2005, I had a train running.  
I was inspired by Bob McCracken and Rex Easterly, both former WKNRHS members.  

         
Jimmie Burden was not a member of our chapter, but if you knew him, you soon learned he 
had a fascination with Lionel operating accessories. When my sons were younger, we were 
annually invited over to Jimmie’s home to witness a symphony of moving parts set up on his 
laundry room floor. 
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Announcements 
NRHS Convention & Conferences in 2025 

Upcoming NRHS events for 2025 include an annual Convention and seasonal Conferences.  
These are in the planning stages and will be announced in 2025. 
 

NRHS RailCamp in 2025 

RailCamp is held at two locations: RailCamp (East Newark, Delaware) and RailCamp Northwest 
(Tacoma, Washington). The 2025 application and specific RailCamp dates will be confirmed in 
early 2025. 

Submission Deadlines for NRHS News 

·  January 15th, 2025 deadline –  February 2025 issue (online PDF) 
·  February 3rd, 2025 deadline – March 2025 issue (print / mailed) 
·  March 10th, 2025 deadline –  April 2025 issue (online PDF) 

About the NRHS News 

The NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. Six full-color 
issues are published usually in even-numbered months. The three remaining issues are printed in black-
and-white and mailed to members across the year.  Issues are available (pdf file) online at 
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/ 
Valli Hoski, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Editor. Elizabeth Guenzler, Central Coast Chapter NRHS, Editorial 
Assistant. Eileen Weber, St. Louis Chapter NRHS. Editorial Assistant. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter 
NRHS, Content Assistant. 
Email submissions to News@nrhs.com or mail to NRHS News, c/o Valli Hoski, P.O. Box 234, York 
Springs, PA,17372.   The address for the Society is: National Railway Historical Society, Inc., 505 South 
Lenola Road, Suite 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Membership information changes should be sent to 
Patti Webb at Membership@nrhs.com.  
Membership dues should be mailed to NRHS - Membership, PO Box 31074, St. Louis, MO 63131-0074. 
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NRHS Board of Directors and Presidential Appointments 
By TONY WHITE, NRHS President   
The Board of Directors, Officers and Presidential Appointments were announced at the 2024 NRHS Fall 
Conference. 

NRHS Officers 
President  – Tony White 
Vice President  – William Scott Andes 
Secretary –  Ellen Scott 
Treasurer –  Bob Bitzer 
Assistant Treasurer –  Ward Wells 

NRHS Board of Directors 
Directors elected in 2024 – Ellen F. Scott, Larry Pearlman, Ken Mosby, Jon Baake, Ralph Robert Bitzer, 
Thomas M. Gallagher, Eric P. Fogg, Kevin Feeney, H. Michael Yuhas. 

Presidential Appointments 
General Counsel  – John Fiorella 
Assistant General Counsel  – William Scott Andes 
Inspector Counsel  – Walter Zullig 
Comptroller  – Kevin Feeney 
Advertising Chair –  Mike Yuhas 
Bulletin Editor –  Jeff Smith 
Bylaws Committee Chairs –  John Fiorilla, Scott Andes 
Chapter Development  – Skip Waters 
Chapter Engagement Committee  – Liaison, Jon Baake 
Chief of Staff – Joe Maloney 
Combined Federal Campaign – Wesley Ross, Shirley Ross 
Conference Chair  – Bob Bitzer 
Convention Chairs –  Eric Fogg, Mike Yuhas 
Discount List Chairs – Wesley Ross, Shirley Ross  
Electoral Committee –  John Fiorilla, Robert Ernst, Joe Maloney, Patti Webb, Charles Webb 
Emblem Sales –  Dave Baniewicz 
Executive Committee –  Bob Bitzer, Ellen Scott, Tom Gallagher, Ken Mosby, Mike Yuhas 
Heritage Grants Chair –  Charles Webb 
Historical Plaques Chair  – Walter Zullig 
Library Slides and Film Chairs – Marlin Taylor, Mitch Dakelman 
Marketing Communications Chair – Mike Yuhas 
Membership Awards Chair  – Doug Scott 
Membership Brochures Chair  – Jon Baake 
Membership Committee – Patti Webb, Chair. Becky Gerstung, Steven Siegrist, Mike Yuhas  
Membership Welcoming Committee Chair –  Becky Gerstung 
Neon System Administrator –  Mike Yuhas 
NRHS News – Valli Hoski, Editor. Eileen Weber, Elizabeth Guenzler, Alex Mayes 
Online Program Chairs  – Tom Hogan, Mike Yuhas 
Photo Contest  – Jeff Smith, Keith Schmidt, Mike Yuhas 
RailCamp Chair – Becky Gerstung  
Technology –  Dan Meyer, Chair. Al Weber, John DeRoo 
Website Committee –  Dawn Holmberg   
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By BECKY GERSTUNG, Niagara Frontier Chapter NRHS  

RailCamp 2025 is underway. Plans are now being made; dates, reservations for housing and 
arrangements with partners. All will be decided by year’s end with the application being available 
January 1, 2025. 
RailCamp is open to boys and girls entering grade nine to those graduating from twelfth grade. You 
do not need a sponsor or to belong to the NRHS.  
In the past, several Chapters and other organizations have sponsored campers. If you have a 
sponsor  they must notify us of their intentions. Likewise, if you would like to sponsor, let us know 
even if you do not have a person yet. Sooner is better than later. We need to hear from you in 
January. Camps fill up very quickly. Applications arrive quickly once the form is posted. In 2024 we 
had a record number of applicants. This limited capacity for both camps. Full and partial 
scholarships were awarded to 18 campers. A camper’s ability to pay the tuition is not considered 
in reviewing candidates. 

 

                                                    Photo courtesy of Michael Sawyer 

WELCOME TO THE OREGON HERITAGE RAIL CENTER - A 
favorite day at RailCamp Northwest is an Amtrak ride to Portland to visit 
the Oregon Heritage Rail Centre. Campers get a very close-up view of 
fan-favorite #4449. 
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The young people attending RailCamp are anxious to learn about all  aspects of railroading. 
Many want to be engineers and run trains. They soon learn that there is so much more to the 
rail industry. Employment opportunities are part of the program. When visiting our partners, 
past campers, now employees, give talks and demonstrate how they have found careers in 
railroading.  

 

                                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Tim O’Malley    
AMTRAK IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF RAILCAMP – The Campers experience a 
variety of unique activities not accessible to the general public. Days spent with Amtrak focus 
on employment opportunities by meeting past campers at many locations.  

Volunteers at various locations are also past campers. Past campers continue to be involved with 
not just sponsors’ groups but with chapters in their area. My chapter is proof of this continued 
interest. We have a museum docent, a very active crew member laying rail right now, and one 
has even been a counselor at RailCamp for the past two years. If you are looking for some growth 
in your chapter get young people interested in RailCamp. 
RailCamp operates completely with volunteers. Directors, counselors and support staff give their 
time and knowledge to make this opportunity available. It is one of the most successful programs 
offered by the NRHS. If you would like to be part of this experience, please get in touch with us at 
railcampnrhs@yahoo.com. 
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By ERIC FOGG, Iowa Chapter NRHS  

The National Railway Historical Society has a simple mission: the preservation of and education 
about railroad history. With that as a guide, since 1991 we’ve awarded 398 grants totaling over 
$1,200,000 to worthy nonprofit organizations who feel the same way we do.  

In 2024, 28 grants were awarded in 17 states – from California and Washington to Wisconsin and 
Missouri to Florida and Maine – for a total of $125,000. Funds to support Heritage Grants come 
from monies given directly to the Heritage Grant Fund and can also come from the unrestricted 
donations given to the NRHS or the NRHS Fund. What that means is - the grant money comes from 
our donors. Those may include you, members and other supporters. 

Facts and figures aside, each of these awards is personal. They represent people putting in long 
hours of “sweat equity” to build, restore, revive and/or educate. 

 

THE RUSHFORD MINNESOTA TRAIN DEPOT – Built in 1867.   

Take for instance the $5,000 grant to the Rushford Area Historical Society (RAHS). They’re working 
to restore the city’s Southern Minnesota Railway train station. Built in 1867, it’s one of the oldest 
frontier depots in the state. A two-story building - the agent and his family lived upstairs – it’s also 
one of the few like it still in Minnesota. 

The last passenger train came through town in 1975; the final freight train followed in 1980. By 1984 
this town of 1,700 decided it needed a historical society. The rails in front of the station are long 
gone, but in 1988 traffic picked up when the Root River State Bike Trail took over the railroad right-
of- way.  
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This summer’s big project was to stabilize the foundation, but there’s still plenty of work to do. A 
visitor’s center to welcome all those cyclists is planned for the former freight room with a town 
museum set for the passenger offices. And the upstairs is going to need a lot of work before it can 
be put to use.  

  
VISITORS AT THE  TRAIN DEPOT – Eric 
Fogg, NRHS Board member, and Sally 
Ryman, the RAHS Secretary, in front of the 
depot. 

FOUNDATION REPAIRS - Work continues to stabilize 
the station’s foundation. 

The local electric co-op, banks and a foundation have also contributed and the State may be 
asked to weigh in sometime down the line. So, our grant helped, but the historical society is going 
to need more. It’s a good bet the NRHS may hear from Rushford again. We won’t mind; after all, 
they have the same mission as we do.   

 

THANK YOU – A nice reminder of those who are helping with the 
restoration.   
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By OREGON RAIL HERITAGE CENTER (ORHC).   

Many thanks to the Oregon Rail Heritage Center for graciously sharing their Holiday Express article 
from the Around the Enginehouse, November 2024 newsletter. 

Historic Polson #2 Ready for Holiday Express 

 
The man in the red suit is finishing preparations for the highly anticipated Holiday Express! He’s 
checked his list twice. Elves? Lights? Candy canes? Check! 

Polson #2: Ready for Holiday Express  

 

With Holiday Express around the 
corner, we’re thrilled to share that 
Polson #2 has completed 
maintenance and repair work and 
gone through its annual inspection! 
In addition to a boiler wash, the final 
steps to complete this project 
included slightly shrinking a piston 
rod with a bit of science. 

Our crew put on their science goggles and got crafty with liquid nitrogen. Liquid nitrogen was used 
to slightly condense the diameter of the rod to reattach it to the piston. They also went through 
annual inspection procedures. To prevent mud and scale build-up, the locomotive underwent its 
monthly boiler wash. This ensures the system is flushed of any extra sediments that form due to 
intense heat and pressure.     
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LWV RHS Rail Calendar 
The Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Society is pleased to announce that our 
2025 Railway Calendar is now available for sale. This 46th edition includes a color cover and 
assorted color and black and white photos of rails in Northeastern Pennsylvania.	The 2025 calendar 
sells for $ 18.00 postpaid via first class mail, including shipping and handling and applicable taxes. 

 
There are two ways to order the 2025 Calendar: 
1. Detach the coupon below, fill in the information, a nd mail it along with your payment.  
SEND ORDER TO: CALENDAR, DEPT. PC, P.O. BOX 3452, S CRANTON, PA 18505-0452.  
Please include a check or money order for $ 18.00 for each calendar you purchase, payable 
to“Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley R.H.S.” Sending cash is not recommended. If you wish to send 
a calendar as a gift, please check the appropriate box and complete the “GIFT OF” line. We will 
mail the gift calendar for you. If you have questions or need additional information, please check 
our website at www.lwvrhs.org.  
2. Go to our website - www.lwvrhs.org - and click on “merchandise”. Then click the cover photo. 
Follow directions on how to link to site to provide your personal information and the credit card data. 
Please remember that the price to order is $ 18.00. You can use PayPal or any of the credit cards 
listed. Select a type of credit card and provide your card number. Fill in the name and address 
information. If you are purchasing the calendar as a gift, be sure to provide the proper name and 
address to which the calendar should be mailed. 
If you know someone who is interested in railroad history in Northeastern Pennsylvania, you might  
want to consider purchasing another calendar to send as a gift. Repeat the process you used to 
order your copy through use of our website. Use the name and address of the intended recipient 
instead of your own. 
2025 CALENDAR ORDER FORM 
Please send me _______ copy (copies) of the 2025 Calendar. I have enclosed a check or money 
order for $ $ 18.00 for each calendar I wish to purchase. 
 Please send calendar to: 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code:  ___________________________________________________ 

Please provide an e-mail address or phone number to contact you: _____________________ 
If you wish this calendar to be sent as a gift, please print your name on the line below. 

From:_________________________________________________________________ 
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Harrisburg Railroad Show & Collectors Market 

 

 


