THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

By LES BILLING, Watauga Valley Railroad HistoriG&bciety & Museum.

Watauga Valley
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CHUCKEY DEPOT - Caboose at the depot on a festviater day. (Source: Whistle Stop January 2026, newsle
of the Watauga Valley Railroad Historical SocietyMiiseum (Continued on page 3.)

NRHS Election is Coming in 2026!

Candidate Form and Instructions are included in ths issue.
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Submission Deadlines for NRHS News

January 2026 issue — no issue this month.
February 2026 (online pdf) — deadline January 20, 2026.

About the NRHS News

NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. Six
full-color issues are published usually in even-numbered months. The three remaining issues
are printed in black-and-white and mailed to members across the year. On occasion, a
“special” issue might be published. All issues are available (pdf file) online at
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

Valli Hoski, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Editor. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS,
Content Assistant. Elizabeth Guenzler, Central Coast Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant.
Eileen Weber, St. Louis Chapter NRHS, Editorial Assistant. Email submissions to
News@nrhs.com or mail to NRHS News, c/o Valli Hoski, P.O. Box 234, York Springs,
PA,17372.

The address for the Society is: National Railway Historical Society, Inc., 505 South Lenola
Road, Suite 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Membership information changes should be sent
to Doug Scott at Membership@nrhs.com. Membership dues should be mailed to NRHS -
Membership, PO Box 31074, St. Louis, MO 63131-0074

NRHS Election is Coming in 2026!
Candidate Form and Instructions are included in ths issue.
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By ROGER MEYER, Guest Feature.

| was born in Los Angeles in 1939. Yes, I'm 86 years old. And this story occurred during my
younger years.

I'm also the eldest of 8 living siblings, which are all in this story. Next younger brother is just 2
years younger than me.

In 1944, we moved to a farm where | grew up. At Christmas time, us kids received most of our
gifts from Santa Claus on Christmas morning. And for years we had wanted an electric train.
Doesn't every young lad want one? Our folks always used the excuse that Santa probably
couldn't afford one for us. And as my next younger brother & | grew up, at our ages, we didn’t
believe in Santa Claus anymore, so we went snooping for gifts. We'd sneak into various attics
and other secret storage spaces to see what we might be getting. And every year we were
disappointed that there was no train.

One year as Christmas approached, my brother & | again went snooping around our home to
see what our parents had bought us for Christmas. Finally, that year, 1947, there was a
train package in our attic. We were so excited.

When Christmas morning finally arrived, we hurried downstairs to find our new train under the
Christmas tree. “What?! Where's the train??? There was no train.” We couldn't tell our folks &
spoil Christmas for our little brothers and sister. So, we just acted excited for all the gifts we
did get. By this time our parents were sitting nearby watching. My Dad asked my little brother
to get his slippers out from under his nearby bed. My brother came screaming out of their
bedroom saying he found a train. And the rest is history...

| am not a member of the National Railway Historical Society. However, my son, Dan Meyer
and his wife, Dawn Holmberg, are both very active at both the chapter and national level.
And thanks for letting me share one of my favorite stories.

(cont'd from page 1)

By LES BILLING, Watauga Valley Railroad HistoriG&bciety & Museum.

The Santa on the Caboose event was a big hit for the
Watauga Valley Railroad Historical Society and the Town of
Jonesborough. We want to thank all WWRHS&M members
that helped with this event and Junior Risner, who played
Santa Claus.

A big thank you to Rick & Suzanna Chinouth, Rich
Symkowski, Kitty Kilgallon, Art Devoe and Howard Berry for
a beautiful job decorating the caboose for our Christmas
Events at the Chuckey Depot. Thanks to David Billings and
Gary Lombardi for their electrical work on the X450
caboose.

If you have not seen it yet, drive by the Chuckey Depot one
evening and see our little Red Caboose.
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By JOHN COWGILL, Washington DC Chapter NRHS

Editor's Note: Article is shown as originally appeared online in John Cowgill's Stories of the Railroad at
https://johncowaqillstoriesoftherailroad.com/2025/12/18/the-national-toy-train-museum-paradise-
pennsylvania/

The town of Strasburg in the U.S. state of Pennsylvania is a railroader’'s heaven. You have
the famous Strasburg Rail Road, the oldest short line railroad in the United States. You have
the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania right across the street with the large collections of
locomotives and rolling stock. You have the Choo Choo Barn that holds a large model train
display depicting Lancaster County. You can spend a night at the Red Caboose Motel where
you stay in a real caboose. In the town itself, you have the Iron Horse restaurant. With all of

that, you are probably wondering what else could be in Strasburg. One place that you cannot
overlook is the National Toy Train Museum.

» o h
; TR D s
- s 2 f'_v‘n\\ 3 4

AT N (R

FanE 1 11

In case you are wondering, this is not one of those toy train museums where you have this
small train display. This is a museum that has a very big collection of toy trains.

From the very moment you enter the building that is built to resemble an old train depot, you
are greeted by walls and walls of trains from Lionel to Bachmann to American Flyer from the
early years to the present day. Yes, there are many trains.
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The National Toy Train Museum is located at 300 Paradise Lane in Ronks, Pennsylvania next
to the Red Caboose Motel and Restaurant just north of Pennsylvania Route 741. They are
open from 10:00am to 5:00pm on most days, and admission is only $7.00 for adults. You can
get more information at www.nttmuseum.org.
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If you ever want to meet people who play with trains, the National Toy Train Museum has
people who have many trains to play with.

By BOB BREWSTER, President, Intermountain ChapieHS

Editor's Note: Below originally appeared in December 12, 2025 email from Bob Brewster.

We hope you all had a
wonderful Thanksgiving
as we look forward to
the Christmas Holiday,
fast approaching.
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Give Yourself a Big Pat on the Back!

By TONY WHITE, President NRHS and ROBERT J. ERR&Bident NRHS Fund, Inc.

You, along with your fellow NRHS members, have demonstrated what the preservation of railroad history
means to you! In these last months of 2025, the Society’s members truly stepped up in a record-setting way.
Over $100,000 has been donated to the programs of the NRHS, which include the General Fund, the Film
Digitalization Project, Rail Camp and the Railway Heritage Grants.

Speaking of Heritage Grants, because of this generosity, the NRHS is committed to awarding $175,000 in
Heritage Grants for 2026!

We extend a huge thank you to each and every NRHS member or friend who made a donation this year.
Whether it was $10 or $10,000, YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE! Every dollar collected will be directly used for
the program for which it was donated.

If you've not yet donated or have some extra change, consider making a donation before the end of this month,
the end of 2025. Go online to the NRHS website ... nrhs.com/giving ... or mail your check payable to NRHS
Fund, 505 South Lenola Road, Suite 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057. Keep in mind, in most cases your donation
may be tax deductible, consult with your tax preparer. Thank you for your support of the NRHS!

Tony White, NRHS President.
Bob Ernst, President, NRHS Fund ,Inc.

Help Wanted — NRHS Fund Comptroller

By Robert J. Ernst, NRHS Fund President

The NRHS Fund is searching for a Comptroller. The position as outlined below is crucial to the operation of
the NRHS Fund. The Fund is looking for a person with an accounting background and is familiar with
QuickBooks and Excel. The time requirement is approximately 4-8 hours per month with the longer hours
occurring in the audit process.

Review integrity and accounting principles in the management of NRHS Fund financial transactions in
accordance with accepted financial accounting principles.

Monitor all NRHS Fund accounts for cash-flow and amounts. Ensure no bank accounts exceed the FDIC
maximums.

Ensure all financial transactions are being properly journalized in the correct NRHS Fund accounts (debits
and deposits). Work with the NRHS Treasurer to review all transfers between the NRHS Fund and the
NRHS. All accounting of the transfers is properly booked.

As required, work with the NRHS Fund-approved outside accounting firm and their CPA’s in the review
and preparation of the annual audit and IRS 990 filing. Ensure that approved accounting firms for the
NRHS Fund are properly performing their responsibilities and duties as defined in their contracts.

Attend in-person or by on-line meeting arrangements, all NRHS Fund Trustee meetings.

Provide financial reports and actions taken as the Comptroller, as required, at these meetings.

Please contact NRHS Fund President Robert J. Ernst at nrhsfundpresident@gmail.com if you are interested
in this important role. He can provide additional information about the position and the responsibilities of the
Comptroller.
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By Oregon Rail Heritage Center

Editor's Note: A variety of NRHS members volunteer at the ORHC. Seasonal events of 2025 demonstrate
the spirit and special rail events offered to the public by ORHC.

NOV. 28 - DEC. 28

OREGON RAIL
. HERITAGE CENTER

#3

Ride Portland's Favorite Holiday Train

The most highly anticipated event of the year is the beloved Holiday Express. Climb aboard
for a festive ride behind the historic Polson #2 steam locomotive and relax in our warm,
decorated cars as you travel along the Willamette River. Then step into the cozy engine house
for cocoa, treats, and holiday cheer — and don’t miss your chance to meet Santa and his
elves!

Reading Jamboree

On Saturday, October 11, we hosted a Reading Jamboree at the Center, promoting literacy
through fun train-themed activities. Local storyteller Toni Von Hollen was our special guest for
the day and gave a reading of “Mooney B. Finch, The Fastest Draw in the West” to the children
in attendance, including groups from the Boys & Girls Club and Faithful Friends.

After story time, each child selected a train-themed book to take home and enjoyed a special
free train excursion. For many of the kids in attendance, this was his or her first experience
riding a train! Many thanks to the Lamb-Baldwin Foundation for sponsoring the event — we
look forward to hosting another Reading Jamboree next year.
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2026 Western New York Railroad Calendar
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2026 Perryville Chapter NRHS Calendar

Our Chapter 2026 Calendars are now available at the Station.

Member cost: $10 each or 3 Calendars $20 for members. $15 for non-members.
Non-member cost: $15.

Shipping costs are $5 for 1 calendar and $1 for each additional one.

Each member that had a photo published in the calendar will get one copy free.

Perryville Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 326, Perryville, MD 21903
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By NRHS MEMBERS and their cameras.

Have some fun with this puzzle ... Think you'veriseall’ as a railfan or rail enthusiast?
Match each photo below with the chapter and nevesl¢hat likely submitted it. Answers will be in
the February issue . Stumped? Look closely. Reergi@anta has watched us all year long.

#1

#2

#3
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The NRHS is now soliciting nominations for the President and Board positions.
Background

Serving on the National Railway Historical Society (NRHS) Board of Directors is both an honor and a
commitment to advancing the organization’s mission of preserving and celebrating our nation’s railway
heritage. Board members are expected to contribute their time, talent, and/or treasure, recognizing that the
strength of NRHS is built on the dedication and engagement of its leadership.

This includes actively participating in Board meetings, supporting national and chapter-level events, and
maintaining a visible presence within the broader NRHS community.

Directors are expected to take on projects, initiatives and responsibilities that further the strategic goals of
NRHS. Whether leading a committee, developing programs, supporting fundraising efforts or providing
professional expertise, Board members must be proactive contributors who help move the organization
forward. Strong communication, follow-through and collaboration with fellow Directors, chapters and
volunteers are essential to this role.

Above all, NRHS Board members act as servant leaders — modeling humility, accountability and a
commitment to the organization’s membership. This leadership approach emphasizes service over status:
listening to chapter needs, supporting volunteers, mentoring future leaders and ensuring NRHS remains
responsive, transparent and mission-driven. Board members serve not just as decision-makers, but as
stewards of NRHS values, reputation and long-term sustainability.

Positions

Per the 2013 Bylaws of the NRHS as amended September 26, 2020, the Board of Directors will consist of 11
members. One (1) individual will hold the Office of President, and nine (9) will be Directors. (The current Vice-
President remains in office until the next election in 2028.)

The 2026 election is the fourth under the 2013 Bylaws amended in 2020. In this election the President and
nine Board positions will be on the ballot. The President has a term of four (4) years and each Director’s term
is two (2) years.

All members in good standing will elect the President and nine Directors. Any eligible NRHS member may run
for President or Director. The Directors represent the entire NRHS membership.

Nominations

All NRHS members in good standing are eligible to run for any of the Officer and Board positions based on
meeting the criteria set forth in the NRHS Bylaws Atrticle VII, Section 6. This includes the following:

a) They shall be members in good standing of the Society at the time of their nomination, upon taking office,
and throughout their term of office;

b) Shall have attained the age of eighteen years before taking office;
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c¢) Shall not have been convicted of a crime which has been classified by any jurisdiction as a felony, nor have
been convicted of a crime which has been classified by any jurisdiction as a misdemeanor and involving moral
turpitude;

d) Shall not be under the conservatorship of any Court at the time of their nomination, upon taking office, and
throughout their term of office;

e) Shall be ready, willing and able to attend meetings of the Board of Directors as they shall be convened from
time to time.

All Officers and Directors are expected to pay for their costs and expenses related to attending a meeting of
the Board of Directors. This does include the registration fee, if any, when attending a meeting online.

If a member desires to run for office and is qualified based on the above criteria, the member must submit a
nomination application to the NRHS Electoral Committee Chair no later than the end of business March 31,
2026. The nomination application is available online at https://admin.nrhs.com. Send the nomination
application form to John K. Fiorilla, Esq., Dyer & Peterson PC, 322 US Highway 46 West, Suite 220E,
Parsippany, NJ 07054, or as an attachment to an email addressed to gc@nrhs.com.

Once the nominations close on March 31, 2026, the Electoral Committee will create the ballot. The
membership mailing of the ballots will commence on or about June 1, 2026. Each ballot will be accompanied
by an official return envelope. Only ballots returned in this envelope will be considered official ballots and
counted. Ballots returned in any other envelope will not be counted and will be discarded. Ballots may be in
another shipping envelope such as a UPS or FedEx envelope if the ballot is sealed in the official return
envelope provided.

The election will close on August 1, 2026. All ballots must be postmarked no later than August 1, 2026 to be
counted. The President shall be elected by a plurality of those votes legally cast. The top nine candidates with
the most votes will be elected as Director. The results will be certified by the General Counsel of the NRHS
and the Electoral Committee in late August 2026. Winners of the election will be contacted by the NRHS
Electoral Committee Chair once the vote has been certified. Results will be available on the NRHS website
and will be published in the NRHS News after the vote certification and notification to the candidates.

The new Board of Directors will be seated at the 2026 Fall Conference. The current Board remains in position
until the seating of the new Board.

Note: The 2026 Fall Conference may take place in conjunction with the 2026 NRHS Convention.

The Electoral Committee is responsible for the entire election process which includes the approval of
gualifications of candidates, and oversight of the election process to assure that schedules and procedures
adhere to the NRHS Bylaws and the laws of the State of Maryland.

NRHS Electoral Committee
Joe Maloney (Chair).

Mike Brock

Bob Ernst

John Fiorilla - General Counsel

Tony White — Ex Officio
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2026 NRHS NOMINATION FORM

Name: Member Number:

Street Address: Apartment Number:
City: State: _ Zip-Code: -
Telephone Number: () Email Address:

Home Chapter or At-Large Affiliation:

Position Being Sought (check): [ ] President
[ ] Director

Biography (Limit to 250 words): (The Committee suggests you include a passport-type photo
of yourself for the ballot)

Reasons for Seeking This Office (Limit to 250 words):

NOTE: You may only run for one office per election. You may not simultaneously serve on
both the Board of Directors and the Advisory Council.

Deadline for submitting this form is March 31, 2026

By submitting this nomination form to the NRHS, | certify that | have read and understand the
Bylaws of the NRHS dated September 26, 2020. | certify that | am in compliance with all the
requirements for this position as defined in the NRHS Bylaws including but not limited to those
found in 86 thereof.

Signature

Date Signed
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The Instructions for Completing the Nomination Form

Please fill out all the sections of the form. Be truthful, be accurate, stick to what you will do as
an officer or director, and avoid any form of personal complaints or slander against any other
NRHS member. If you deviate from those four principles, the NRHS Electoral Committee will
invalidate your application form.

The nomination form is an Adobe standard file that you may complete online, or download and
complete on its own. The form broken down into ten (10) individual elements as follows:

Name: Provide your full, legal name.

Member Number: Provide your NRHS member number from your 2026 NRHS membership
card.

Address: Provide your USPS mailing full address, including apartment number (if applicable),
and nine-digit zip code.

Telephone Number and email address:  Self-explanatory.

Home Chapter or At-Large Affiliation:  Self-explanatory. If you are a chapter member, list
only your home chapter.

Position Being Sought:  Clearly state which position you are seeking.
Biography: In 250 words or less, briefly describe your life and interests.

Reasons for Seeking This Office:  In 250 words or less, tell your voters why you want this
position. Clearly tell them what you expect to do as an officer or director on their behalf. Be
truthful, be accurate, stick to what you will do as an officer or director, and avoid any form of
personal complaints or slander against any other NRHS member.

Signature: Self-explanatory. Failure to sign the form invalidates the form.

Date Signed: Self-explanatory. Failure to date the form invalidates the form.

NRHS News < NRHS.COM > December 2025



