PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS

STEAMING TO TOBYHANNA — Ex-Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 No. 261 blasts through Elmhurst, Pa.,
on Steamtown’s former Delaware, Lackawanna and Western main through the Pocono Mountains
on Feb. 17, 1996. The train is carrying passengers to Tobyhanna, Pa., to enjoy the town’s annual Ice
Harvesting Festival. The huge 4-8-4 was built by ALCO in 1944 for the Milwaukee Road, and was
used in freight service until being retired in 1954. Today, the 261 is owned by Minneapolis-based
nonprofit organization Friends of the 261, and is used in excursion service.
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Colorado railroads will be focal point of convention

NEWS FOR ALL NRHS MEMBERS

DECEMBER 2015

By John Goodman, 2016 NRHS convention chairman

More details have been announced for the 2016 NRHS con-
vention, to be held Tuesday, July 19-Sunday, July 24 in Colora-
do. The headquarters and host hotel for the event will be the
Holiday Inn on
Quebec Street
in Stapleton.

What’s inside...

NRHS grant applications....Page 3

More publications in 2016..Page 4 The first day

. . of trips will
RailCamp scholarships Page 5 Tuesday, July
Board meeting report.........Page 7 10. Char-
Steamer back in service .. Page 17 tered buses

will take par-

ticipants to Canyon City, Colo., to ride the lunch train on the
Royal Gorge Route Railroad. The meal and tip are included
in the basic cost.

NRHS members attending the convention will have three op-
tions from which to choose on Wednesday. Those will be: a)
Heritage tour to local sites (to be determined); b) Trip to the
Forney Museum and Caboose Hobby store; and c) All-day tour
of the light rail and commuter rail lines in Denver.

Wednesday evening, the Roundhouse Reception and the nation-

See VARIETY, Page 23
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The president’s corner

Support is urged for RailCamp, preservation efforts of NRHS

By Al Weber, NRHS President

| attended the Trains magazine 75th anniversary dinner Sat-
urday, Nov. 14 in Milwaukee, Wis., as the representative for
the NRHS. Of the 400 attendees from all over the world,
there were many NRHS members in attendance. Trains Editor
Jim Wrinn acknowledged that one of the reasons that Trains
was having a 75th anniversary was that many in attendance
were there because of railroad history preservation.

Your national officers are still working daily on railroad history
preservation, and we all thank you for your support. One year
ago | took on this office and really did not know about all the
letters, emails and phone calls that are involved in trying to
preserve our railroad history. During the year | have received
numerous pieces of correspondence from many of you, and |
appreciate them all. | know that you all care, and | hope that
you all are working toward the same goals.

I must thank all the volunteers who are making this possible.
They are putting in much effort and time on many NRHS proj-
ects and committees. Keep up the good work. It is appreciated.

The board approved a budget for 2016 at the fall conference.
This was put together by volunteers who spent much time look-
ing at all we do and how we need to allocate limited funds. |
pledge, just like this year, not to spend more than we take in. We
will finish 2015 with a very small surplus with all our bills paid.

We run many of our programs with donations from members,
so please consider giving. Heritage grants are all funded by
donations to that program. This is one of the ways the NRHS
makes a difference in railroad preservation, so please help
by giving to the grants program. RailCamp is also funded by
donations not only from members but from many organiza-
tions that help with either the East or West camps. Addition-
ally, the NRHS would always appreciate unrestricted dona-
tions to help us run the national organization.

Our bylaws call for an election in 2016. If you would like to
help out and run for office, please contact the election com-
mittee at <info@nrhs.com>. We do need your help, so please
consider running for a position.

| am really looking forward to 2016 and all the NRHS will be
doing. We are planning to publish a few more printed items,
run two RailCamps, do more to help preserve railroad history,
run a very good convention in Denver, Colo., and more. Please
plan on attending the convention as it will be very good.

Again, | want to thank you for being a member of the National
Railway Historical Society and helping preserve railway history.

Please contact me at <aweber@nrhs.com> if you have ques-
tions.

Have you renewed your membership yet for 2016 in the NRHS?

By Skip Waters, NRHS membership chair

If you haven’t already done so, it's time to renew your mem-
bership in the National Railway Historical Society for 2016.

NRHS members will receive a renewal letter along with their
membership card for their national membership, sent by
regular mail, in December. In addition, members whose
email addresses are on file with NRHS should have already
received a direct email invitation from the Amilia system in
November to renew their dues. Amilia is the service now be-
ing used by NRHS to manage membership. This service fa-
cilitates online registration and payment and allows you to
access your membership information with regard to NRHS
activities, registrations and transactions. The email is sim-
ply an invitation to activate your Amilia account through a
link included in the email so that you can begin registering
for events and purchasing items like your membership from
the NRHS.

Those who have not been receiving email correspondence
from the NRHS but who have access to the Internet are en-
couraged to use the membership page at <www.nrhs.com/
membership/renew> to renew for the coming year. Members
without e-mail addresses, and those without Internet access,

can mail in a payment via the payment coupon included with
the renewal letter. And finally, some chapters may also col-
lect national dues and forward them on to nationals on your
behalf. Check with your local chapter for more details.

National membership is $50 per person, and $7 for each ad-
ditional family member. Student memberships are $16, and
the cost of a youth members is $5.

Individual chapters will again have to bill and collect chapter
dues for 2016 separately from payment of national dues.

NRHS members will receive eight issues of the NRHS News
(six online, two mailed), as well as two issues of the NRHS
Bulletin. Members will also receive the NRHS member dis-
count list, which includes discounts and, in some cases, free
admission to rail attractions across the United States. Mem-
bers also have access to advanced ticket purchase for the
NRHS convention.

If you have any questions about renewing your dues, please
email us at <info@nrhs.com> or call 215-557-6606. Some-
one will get back to you.
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Applications being accepted for NRHS Railway Heritage grants

By Robert M. Kornreich, Chair of the Railway Heritage Grants Committee

The NRHS is again awarding grants to support railway history
and the preservation of railway heritage this year.

In 2016, several individual awards will be made for amounts
up to $5,000. The NRHS reserves the right to fund grant
requests partially. The form of Application with Terms and
Conditions and Instructions can be found and downloaded
on the NRHS.com website <http://nrhs.com/sites/default/
files/2016NRHS_GrantAnnouncementApplication2.pdf>.

Eligible projects? Projects involving the preservation, restora-
tion, re-use, interpretation, or stabilization of historic railroad
resources and materials will be considered, as will projects
that plan for the same. Projects that support publication, re-
search, outreach, and education are also encouraged. Ap-
plications should indicate how a project will catalyze com-
munity involvement, coordinate multiple sources of support,
and produce long-lasting outcomes.

New components of ongoing projects which were the subject
of a previous NRHS grant are eligible.

Match Requirements. All grants require a 50/50 or 1:1
match with AT LEAST half of the required match being cash.
Up to one-half of the required match may be in-kind expen-
ditures of labor and material directly and specifically benefit-
ting the project. Labor expended on the project, whether paid
or volunteer, can be counted toward the in-kind portion of the
match at a maximum rate of $15/hour. Materials may be
valued at their retail price.

Non-eligible Projects. Not eligible for funding are routine
maintenance of restored vehicles, running maintenance or
repair of restored artifacts that exhibit wear from regular use
or inadequate protection, or have reached the end of their
service life. Purchase of computer equipment and software
is also not eligible for funding. Funding is not available for
work already completed before receipt of the grant and for
work undertaken elsewhere.

Applicant Organizations. Eligible projects must be submitted
by nonprofit 501(c)(3) history organizations such as muse-
ums, historical societies, preservation organizations, historic
sites, libraries, archives, or other history organizations that
are located in one of the 50 states or the District of Colum-
bia that actively engages in railway history and operations.
Proof of 501(c)(3) status is required.

Entities that do not have 501(c)(3) status, as determined by
the Internal Revenue Service, should seek fiscal sponsors as
co-applicants who are municipalities, municipal entities, or
501(c)(3) organizations whose missions are in keeping with
the work the applicant proposes.

Fiscal sponsors who have 501(c)(3) status whose missions

are in keeping with NRHS-funded projects often include local
NRHS chapters, historical societies, preservation advocacy
organizations, and church, youth, and civic organizations.
Grants applied for in partnership with NRHS chapters are
encouraged.

Note: Under limited circumstances when there is a compelling
reason, the 501(c)(3) requirement can be waived. Applicants
who do not have 501(c)(3) status and who cannot reasonably
find a fiscal sponsor should state why that is the case.

Eligible applicants may only submit one grant request per
calendar year.

Applicants that have received a Railway Heritage Grant for
two (2) consecutive years must wait a period of one year
before submitting another application.

Award Criteria Grant awards will be based upon the following
criteria and conditions:

e The proposed project contributes to the preservation of,
and increases the general knowledge and understanding of
railway history.

e The proposed project is original in scope or a new compo-
nent of an ongoing project for which a grant was previously
received. Duplication of past efforts must be avoided.

¢ The proposed project will catalyze community involvement,
coordinate multiple sources of support, and result in long-
lasting positive outcomes.

e The proposed project timeline for completion of the project,
or completion of a new component of an ongoing project,
shall not be longer than two (2) years from receipt of an
NRHS grant.

e The proposal must satisfy the required match.

¢ Plans for maintaining the restored artifact or building shall
be in place.

e Membership in the NRHS is not a prerequisite but will be
strongly considered as a tie- breaker between two equally ac-
ceptable proposals that are finalists.

How to apply. Applicants shall submit a signed, scanned
grant application electronically to grants@nrhs.com. Appli-
cants for and recipients of NRHS Railway Heritage Grants
are deemed to agree to the Terms and Conditions which are
part of the application form.

Grant applications must be electronically submitted not later
than 5 p.m. PST (8 p.m. EST), Tuesday, March 1, 2016.
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Dec. 1, 2015
Dear NRHS Member,

The National Railway Historical Society, Incorporated
(NRHS) is conducting its national elections under the pro-
cedures outlined in the NRHS bylaws as revised and adopt-
ed Jan. 13, 2013. Per the revised bylaws of the NRHS, the
board of directors consists of 25 members. Two will hold
the office of president and vice president; five are glob-
al directors; and the remaining 18 are district directors.
There are two districts for the At-Large members (A&B) and
seven districts for the chapter members (1-7).

The 2016 election is the third under the revised NRHS by-
laws. Nominations for candidates will be open from Janu-
ary through March 31, 2016. In this election, the officers
are elected to four-year terms, and all board member terms
are now four-year terms. We have provided you the details
about the election process on the NRHS admin web site
<https://admin.nrhs.com/>. The qualifications for candi-
dates are contained in the NRHS bylaws also found on the
admin web site <https://admin.nrhs.com/public/general/
NRHS_Bylaws_June2015.pdf>.

All members, in good standing, as of April 11, 2016, will
elect the vice president and three global directors. Global
directors represent the entire NRHS membership. Mem-
bers must be 12 years of age or older as of June 13, 2016,
to be eligible to vote in this election.

NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
NOTICE OF ELECTIONS CALL FOR CANDIDATES

As a member in good standing, you will also elect one dis-
trict board member based on the district you are assigned
to. Districts are determined if a member is an At-Large mem-
ber or a Chapter member. For the At-Large members, your
assignment is based on your residential location to either
District A or District B. Chapter members are assigned to
one of the seven chapter districts, Districts 1 to District 7,
based on the geographical location of your home chapter.
This means that you may be assigned to a different district
than your residential address because you live in another
part of the country compared to your home chapter.

The electoral committee is soliciting members who wish
to run for these offices and any and all members who
meet the qualifications and wish to run should contact the
undersigned so that they may be placed on the ballot. If
you have any questions regarding qualifications for office
please advise the undersigned. Please note that nomina-
tions for these offices will close on March 31, 2016.

The electoral committee is responsible for the entire elec-
tion process which includes the approval of qualifications
of candidates, and oversight of the election process to as-
sure that schedules and procedures adhere to these by-
laws and the laws of the State of Maryland.

John K. Fiorilla

General Counsel, Electoral Committee Chairman
National Railway Historical Society, Inc.
<jfiorilla@capehart.com>

NRHS to publish two Bulletins, eight issues of News, in 2016

The NRHS will publish two issues of the NRHS Bulletin in
2016. Also, the Society plans to publish two printed issues
of the NRHS News in addition to the six regular .pdf versions.

The Bulletin and the printed News issues will be mailed to
all NRHS members in alternate quarters. The News will be
distributed in the February/March and August/September
time frames (though the exact schedule has not yet be de-
termined), while the Bulletin will be delivered in May/June
and November/December. The .pdf versions of the News will
be available, as always, in even-numbered months: February,
April, June, August, October and December.

The print version of the News will include a mixture of con-
densed articles from previous issues of the .pdf News, fea-
tures, and previews of articles that will be in future issues.

As in 2015, the link to the .pdf version of the News will be
sent to all members whose email addresses are on file with
the Society. Submitting and updating members’ email ad-
dresses is a part of the membership renewal process.

The deadline for submissions for the regular issues of the
NRHS News will be the 15th of the preceding month. When
possible, please don’t wait until the deadline to submit pho-
tos and items. Early submissions make the layout process
easier. [ltems submitted after the deadline will be held until
the next issue.

Please submit articles as a text file or in the body of an email.
Photos should be submitted as separate, high resolution files
attached to an email. Please do not include photos intended
for publication in the body of text files as they cannot be used.

Send submissions or questions to <nrhsnews@charter.net>
or Charles S. Williams, Editor, NRHS News, 4712 Brushy
Mountain Road, Moravian Falls, NC 28654.

Also, NRHS members are invited to “like” and follow the NRHS
page on Facebook. If your chapter has an upcoming activity
— from a chapter meeting to a special event — submit it
to Charles Williams at the addresses listed above to have it
posted on the Facebook page.
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Organizations thanked for providing RailCamp scholarships

By Tony White, RailCamp East Counselor

Thanks to the generous support of a few chapters, organiza-
tions and Individuals, 15 young men and women were able
to participate in the NRHS RailCamp programs in 2015 with
full scholarships.

RailCamp East was headquartered in Newark, Del., while the
center for the RailCamp Northwest program was in Tacoma,
Wash. RailCamp is one of the premier NRHS programs.

SAM AUFMUTH
Sponsored by Railroad Passenger
Car Alliance

TIA WHEELER
Sponsored by Railroad Passenger
Car Alliance

CODY MARTIN

Chapter NRHS

Four NRHS chapters, three organizations and several indi-
vidual contributed monies to support a vital part of our fu-
ture, the future of railroading and the growth of individuals in
their knowledge of railroading and its history. The chapters
were: Bluewater Michigan, Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley in
Pennsylvania, Pottstown & Reading in Pennsylvania and Wash-
ington, D.C. The organizations were: the Jersey Central Histori-
cal Society in New Jersey, the Railroad Passenger Car Alliance

DARREN PITTS

Sponsored by Lackawanna & Wyoming Chapter NRHS

NATHAN BRYANT
Sponsored by Bluewater Michigan Sponsored by Bluewater Michigan

Chapter NRHS
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and the Somerset County 4-H Trainmasters in New Jersey. The  or doing some rail-related activity, remember that they could
individuals have asked to remain anonymous. be there because of very generous chapters, organizations
and individuals who opted to help those interested in our pas-
So if you should see these individuals in your travels working  sion. Thank you again for helping someone reach a dream.
on a railroad, volunteering at a museum,

JUSTIN SEIGEL
Sponsored by Pottstown and Reading Chapter NRHS

Sponsors sought for 2016 RailCampers

Officials of the NRHS RailCamp program are seeking sponsors for 2016.

Two sessions are planned again. RailCamp East will be June 26-July 2, with head-
quarters at the University of Delaware in Newark. RailCamp Northwest will be July
31-Aug. 7, with headquarters at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Wash..

JOE ZIMMERMAN - . .
Chapters and other organizations are encouraged to nominate potential campers.
Sponsored by Chapters, other organizations and individuals without a specific nhominee have
Jersey Central Historical Society sponsored campers either in part, by completely paying tuition, and/or by helping
with transportation costs. Donations designated for RailCamp included with dues
are used to help campers. Financial assistance in some cases is needed for a
camper to attend.

The total tuition for 2016 is $1,290, the same as this year. This covers hous-
ing, meals, transportation during camp, and expenses to vendors and partners.
Transportation to and from the RailCamp location is not included in this amount.

If you would like to help a camper attend this one-of-a-kind experience, please
contact the NRHS RailCamp committee at <RailCampNRHS@yahoo.com>.

CODY McELROY = -
Sponsored by DEREK FOUGHT
Washington, D.C. Chapter NRHS Sponsored by Somerset County 4-H Trainmasters

6 NRHS News December 2015



T

1835 ' 1835

| R |I e -
L o _____::-Iltf-"' _‘1_
a ; h by

.!I

PHOTOS BY DOUG SCOTT, CAPE COD CHAPTER NRHS

AT THE SAND PITS — NRHS members attending the fall meeting had a chance to get a shot of the
Adirondack Scenic Railroad charter during a photo runby at the “Sand Pits”’ on the return trip to Utica.

Fall board meetings for NRHS held Oct. 23-24 in Utica, N.Y.

By Doug Scott, Cape Cod Chapter NRHS

The NRHS fall conference meetings of

the Board of Directors, Advisory Coun-
cil and the NRHS Fund, Inc., took place
in Utica, N.Y,, Oct. 23-24 at the historic
Hotel Utica.

Mark & Harla Lazur organized the event,
along with help from other members of
the host Utica & Mohawk Valley (U&MV)
Chapter NRHS.

The non-meeting, entertainment part of
the conference was a charter train ride
on the Adirondack Scenic Railroad. The
train ran from Utica station to beyond
Big Moose, N.Y., and included multiple
photo opportunities along the way.

The highlight of the trip was a short
stretch of rare mileage beyond the Big
Moose station to the location of what
was known as, and signed as, the
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DEPOT STOP — During a stop at the Remsen depot on the char-
ter trip, organizers offered a photo op that included the depot

and a 1926 Ford truck brought by an NRHS member.

“Highest Spot on the Contiguous New
7
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York Central System.” There once was |

a sign at this location but that one de-
teriorated to the point that it was noth-
ing but rust. Harry Lenz, president of
the U&MV Chapter, was instrumental
in seeing that a new sign was made
and installed to replace the old one.

The train also stopped at the Remsen

depot, where members had a station- '

ary photo opportunity that included
images of the train and the depot.
Making the trip even more special was
the fact that one of the friends of the
Utica & Mohawk Valley Chapter NRHS
brought his 1926 Ford truck to be in-
cluded in the scenes.

The equipment for the charter con-
sisted of EMD F10 No. 1502, built in
1947 for the GM&O; MLW No. 1835,
built for CPRail; private car Silver
Spring, built by Pullman in 1925 and
run on the B&O; several ex-VIA coach-
es; and a baggage car.

AT MARKER — Harry
Lenz, president of the
Utica & Mohawk Val-
ley Chapter NRHS, tells
NRHS membersaboutthe
special marker placed at
the highest point on the
Contiguous New York
Central System.

AT BIG MOOSE — The engine run-around at Big Moose provided
the chance to get a shot of the engine No. 1502 preparing to push
the train back to Utica on the rare mileage part of the special
NRHS excursion.

SITE OF LUNCH STOP — Thendara Station was the lunch stop for
the special trip that was a part of the NRHS fall meeting.

AT ENGINE HOUSE —This RS-3 at the engine house in Thendara
is important motive power for the Utica & Mohawk Valley Chap-
ter passenger trips.
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PHOTO BY DAVID HUELSING, ST. LOUIS CHAPTER NRHS
SPEEDER RIDES OFFERED — Operators from the North American Railcar Operators Association
brought their personal speeders to offer rides on the museum tracks.

St. Louis Chapter hosts ‘Go By Train’ event during ‘Museum Days’

By David Huelsing, St. Louis Chapter NRHS

Members of the St. Louis Chapter NRHS co-hosted the sec-
ond annual “Go By Train” event and Smithsonian Museum
Days with The Museum of Transportation on Sept. 26.

Many railroad groups participated with displays, interactive
events, rides, and children’s events. Participating groups in-
cluded the NRHS, Railway & Locomotive Historical Society,
Inc., Operation Lifesaver, Missouri Pacific Historical Society,
GM&O Historical Society, Pennsyl-
vania T1 Trust, St. Louis & Iron
Mountain Railway, Wabash Histori-
cal Society, lllinois Central Histori-
cal Society, lllinois Traction Society,
Katy Railroad Historical Society, Big (et
Bend Model Railroad Club, Metro
East Model Railroad Club, Gateway
Division National Model Railroad
Association, Gateway Garden Rail- |
road Club, Kirkwood Public Library, |
Circus Kaput, and more. Several |
members of NARCOA brought &
three speeder cars to operate at
the museum, in addition to the mu- &
seum’s own operating trolley and
miniature train. There was also a _
TapSnap photo booth using histor-
ic railroad photos as backgrounds.
The museum brought out the last
surviving Poultry Palace Car for dis-
play. Fundraising is currently under-

———— r

ucational displays on railcar maintenance by students from
TCU/IAM. Go By Train is a family friendly event for railfans
of all ages, and is held in conjunction with the Smithsonian
Museum Day events held at museums nationwide.

To see a video clip of the “Go By Train” event, check out this
video provided by the St. Louis Chapter NRHS.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVU40Y1_S94
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PHOTO BY DAVID HUELSING, ST. LOUIS CHAPTER NRHS

STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS — Students from Transportation
Communications Union/International Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers offered demonstrations on brake shoe re-
placement, air hoses, and couplers.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF EMERY RAIL HERITAGE TRUST

CHECK PRESENTATION — Emery Rail Heritage Trust (ERHT) advisory committee member Naurine
Lennox, left, and ERHT Advisory Committee member Tom Sharratt, right, present a $10,000 check
Jrom the ERHT to Jeff Bhloom, president of the Mid-Continent Railway Museum. The money will be
used to help purchase a new boiler for C&NW engine No. 1385. The check was presented on Oct. 6 at
the contract shop near Middleton, Wisc., where heavy work is being done on the locomotive.

Emery Rail Heritage Trust awards first grants, totaling $165,500

By Tom Sharratt, Emery Rail Heritage Trust

The first grants from the newly created Emery Rail Heritage
Trust, established in Paola, Kan., by the late John H. Emery,
have been announced.

Emery was a long-time Chicago resident, but had deep fam-
ily ties in Paola. He was an avid rail enthusiast who loved to
ride trains around the world, and wanted to help preserve
rail equipment and infrastructure that will allow future gen-
erations to share his experiences during what he consid-
ered the “Golden Age” of railroads, from 1920-1960.

Twenty-five applications, requesting in excess of $800,000,
were received. Eleven challenge grants, totaling $162,500,
were awarded.

Grants were approved for the following organizations/projects:
* Bay Area Electric Railroad Association, $15,000 for repair
and maintenance of their former Sacramento Northern dem-

onstration railroad infrastructure.

* Engine 557 Restoration Company, $10,000 for restoration

of Alaska Railroad steam locomotive No. 557.

¢ Michigan State Trust for Railway Preservation, $10,000 for
upgrades and restoration to four of their passenger cars.

¢ Mid-Continent Railway Museum, $10,000 to help purchase a
new boiler for Chicago & North Western locomotive No. 1385.

¢ New England Electric Railway Historical Society, $20,000
for restoration of three North Shore Line interurban cars, in-
cluding the only remaining dining car, No. 415. Emery was a
big North Shore Line enthusiast and rode it regularly.

e New Mexico Steam Locomotive & Historical Society,
$25,000 to help with completion of work to restore Santa Fe
locomotive No. 2926.

e North Carolina Transportation Museum Foundation (NCT-
MF), $38,400 for restoration of former New Haven Railroad
Pullman-built six double-bedroom sleeper/buffet lounge

See NEWLY ESTABLISHED, Page 23
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PHOTO COURTESY OF NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY

BRIDGE TO BE REPLACED — The iron truss bridge that spans the Genesee River Gorge in New York
will be replaced by a new 900-foot-long single-track bridge that will cost an estimated $70 million.

Steel arch bridge to replace iron truss bridge over Genessee River

Norfolk Southern news release

CASTILE, N.Y. — Supporting jobs and the economy of New
York’s Southern Tier, Norfolk Southern Corp. (NSC), the New
York State Department of Transportation, and the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation,
alongside numerous other supporters, broke ground Wednes-
day, Oct. 28 on a new $70 million steel arch railroad bridge in
Letchworth State Park in Castile, N.Y.

The new single-track bridge — expected to take about three
years to construct — will be 900 feet long and located about
75 feet south of the current iron truss bridge, which spans
the Genesee River Gorge. NSC also will construct 1,200 feet
of new track on either side of the gorge to align existing
tracks with the new bridge.

“This successful public-private partnership underscores the
strong confidence we all have in the ongoing potential of
the Southern Tier,” said James A. Squires, Norfolk Southern
chairman, president and CEO. “Norfolk Southern has a ro-
bust bridge program, and the new Portageville Bridge will be
a testament to today’s expert engineers and the craftsman-
ship of today’s railroaders. We expect this project will start a

new rail legacy for Letchworth State Park and the Southern
Tier.”

When completed, the new bridge will be the linchpin of a
vibrant Norfolk Southern rail line that helps businesses in
Buffalo and the Southern Tier regions connect with markets
east and west. Among the New York-based entities to benefit
from the new bridge will be 10 short line railroads that serve
local businesses and connect them to the Norfolk Southern
network.

“This project is critical to the economy of the Southern Tier,”
said New York State Sen. Patrick Gallivan. “The current bridge
has served the region well for 140 years, but it must be re-
placed with a modern span that can meet the transportation
needs of the 21st Century. In addition to the construction
jobs this project will create, the bridge will serve and support
businesses throughout the region for years to come.”

The budget for the bridge project includes $3 million in de-

See CONSTRUCTION, Page 22
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PHOTOS BY TOM MARSH, GULF COAST CHAPTER NRHS

WALDEN STATUE — Tomball Mayor Gretchen Fagan presided over the dedication of the bronze me-
morial to Ken Walden (shown in close up shot below), a longtime volunteer at the Tomball Railroad
Depot, Plaza and Gazebo. The city-owned park is a popular local attraction. The Gulf Coast Chapter
NRHS will cooperate in development of a new railroad museum on adjacent city-owned property.

Gulf Coast Chapter supports re-opening of historic Texas depot museum

By Tom Marsh, Gulf Coast Chapter NRHS

Gulf Coast Chapter NRHS volunteers have helped the city of
Tomball, Tex., reopen the city-owned Burlington-Rock Island
(B-RI) depot museum to the
public.

*| The museum had been
" closed for six months fol-
1 lowing the death in May of
volunteer “station agent”
Ken Walden. Walden, who
« was so identified with the
depot through his volunteer
efforts that the city used
photos of him in his station
agent’s uniform in numer-
ous print and online city
promotion efforts, passed
away while “on duty” at his
desk in the depot.

The city subsequently
' commissioned a $35,000

Walden that was dedicated at the museum in August. The
Gulf Coast chapter was one of the financial donors to the
statue fund.

John Lockwood, a longtime friend of Walden, stepped forward
to assist at the museum, which under Walden’s guidance
was usually open one Saturday each month and during the
numerous city festivals that take place each year. Lockwood
recently joined the Gulf Coast Chapter, which has another
connection with the Tomball depot.

The chapter has formed a new nonprofit corporation, Texas
Railroading Heritage Museum, which will develop a railroad
museum in Tomball on city-owned property adjacent to the
depot museum and the BNSF’s ex-B-RlI mainline. Walden was
a strong supporter of the new museum and, building on the
relationship with the City of Tomball, several Gulf Coast Chap-
ter members have now been qualified to serve as docents at
the depot museum.

B-RI predecessor Trinity & Brazos Valley Railway built the wood
frame depot in the early 1900s. At the time, the town was
known as Peck, but on Dec. 2, 1907, the grateful citizens of

NRHS News December 2015



Peck renamed the town Tomball after Thomas Ball, the man
responsible for bringing the railroad through the town.

Texas Railroading Heritage Museum and Gulf Coast Chap-
ter held their first official event in Tomball on Oct. 24. The

PHOTOS BY TOM MARSH, GULF COAST CHAPTER NRHS
NIGHTFALL — The restored Tomball Burlington-Rock Island depot is shown decked out for the holi-
days. The depot museum and adjacent plaza are the settings for a variety of city events each month.

event at the Tomball Community Center included a display of
photographs entered in the chapter’s 32nd annual railroad
photography contest, operating model railroads and a model
railroad swap meet. The museum hosts numerous events
during the year.

Harrisburg Chapter’s railroad show and collectors market set for March 12

The annual Railroad Show & Collectors Market, sponsored by
the Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, will be held Saturday, March
12, 2016, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The show, now in its 30th year,
will be held next year in a new location: the First Church of
God, 245 West High Street, Middletown, Pa. Featured will be
model railroads, railroadiana, train layouts in several gauges,
movies, and a test track.

A one-hour selection of vintage steam and diesel railroad
movies will be shown at 10 a.m., followed by an 11 a.m. il-
lustrated talk on the Middletown & Hummelstown Railroad by
the railroad’s president, Wendell Dillinger.

Admission will be a $5 donation at the door, with free ad-
mission for youngsters under age 12. Proceeds benefit the
chapter’s on-going preservation projects.

There will be a snack bar on the premises.

Harris Tower, the chapter’s restored 1931 Pennsylvania Rail-
road interlocking tower featuring the original electro-pneu-
matic levers now linked to a computer for simulated action,
will be open for visitors as well. There is free admission to
the tower, located at 637 Walnut St., Harrisburg, Pa. This is
an excellent Amtrak and Norfolk Southern viewing and photo
site.

The Harrisburg Chapter, one of over 149 chapters of the Na-
tional Railway Historical Society, is a nonprofit educational
organization dedicated to studying railroad history and pre-
serving significant local railroad artifacts.

Major projects of the chapter include: maintaining Pennsyl-
vania'’s official electric locomotive (GG-1 No. 4859), preserv-
ing and operating Harris Tower, and showcasing operating
model train layouts to community groups in the Harrisburg
area.
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Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter NRHS partners with museum

Thomas S. Duggan, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter NRHS

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter was founded in
1987. Since that time the chapter has met monthly, Decem-
ber excepted, in the historic 1880s Steele General Store on
the campus of the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History in down-
town Springdale, Ark. The chapter has about 40 members,
with a diverse range of railroad-related interests.

The Shiloh Museum, the largest history museum in north-
west Arkansas, is refreshing and enhancing its exhibits, in-
cluding new technologies.

In mid-2015 the museum began construction of a circa-1910
Springdale depot exhibit designed to show the important role
of the Frisco railroad in the community. The museum, a de-
partment of the City of Springdale, has 11 full-time employ-
ees who served more than 50,000 people in 2014.

Sadly, the annual budget provides only minimal funds for the
purchase of artifacts. Although the museum has a large col-
lection of donated artifacts, it soon became evident that the
museum would need external help to acquire railroad-related
artifacts.

In October 2015, the chapter membership voted to provide
up to $3,000 for the purchase of exhibit artifacts. To date,

WESTERN

the chapter has purchased and donated more than 20 arti-
facts, including an iconic Western Electric Model 401 A scis-
sors telephone, a steel and porcelain Western Union sign
and vintage Frisco train order “flimsies.” Members also do-
nated lamps and a telegraph key with sounder. Unfortunately,
an authentic Wells Fargo & Co. Express sign was far beyond
chapter resources.

The chapter also provided a collection of railroad switch locks
and keys that will serve as a hands-on element for learning
and play. The exhibit will require visitors to match the correct
switch key with the corresponding lock. Two of the locks and
keys are unmarked to add to the challenge.

Work is well advanced on the exhibit and it should be open
by the time you receive this newsletter.

The Shiloh Museum is free and open Monday through Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

While in Springdale, you might also take a trip on the most-
ly ALCO-powered Arkansas & Missouri Railroad that now
includes a free railroad museum. The railroad has been a
member of the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter NRHS
since 2001.

NN
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PHOTO BY THOMAS S. DUGGAN, ARKANSAS-BOSTON MOUNTAINS CHAPTER NRHS
AT MUSEUM — Judy Costello, education manager of the Shiloh Museum, installs one of the arti-
facts purchased for the museum by the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter NRHS.
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PHOTOS BY MIKE KOLBE, LACKAWANNA & WYOMING VALLEY CHAPTER NRHS CHAPTER NRHS
SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY — The Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter NRHS hosted the sixth
annual Sentimental Journey Slideshow at the Mountain Top Hose Co. in Mountain Top, Pa., on Sat-
urday, Nov. 7. About 90 people were in attendance for the all-day event (always held on the first Sat-
urday every November) of six different presenters giving presentations on a variety of railroad top-
ics. The event also included a lunch buffet of pizza, wings, and stromboli. Presenters included Tony
Verbyla Sr., Olev Taremae, Mike “Breezy” Bischak, Ed Philbin, Joe White, Jim Kilcullen, and David
Pauer. Planners for the event, shown in the lower photo, were (left to right: Jeff Bavitz, Ed Kaspriske,
Tony Verbyla Jr., Chapter President Vee Pauli, Ed Philbin, Ginny Albany, Kelvin Schultes.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS

MAINTENANCE FOR THE QUEEN - Following this year’s outstanding series of excursions, ex-Nor-
Jolk & Western Class J No. 611 was returned to her home base at the Virginia Musewm of Transpor-
tation (VMT) in Roanoke in early July. Shortly after the 611°s arrival, volunteers at the VMT began
performing critical maintenance and testing to ensure another flawless excursion season in 2016.
In this photo, taken Oct. 9, VMT volunteers are shown checking the operation of a small steam valve
on the fireman’s side of the 611. VMT volunteers play a vital role in maintaining the 611 and the mu-
seum’s other historic equipment, and their efforts are greatly appreciated by the railfan commu-

nity and the general public.

Museum raising money to protect 611, 1218 and 2156 from elements

Norfolk & Western Class J 611 steam passenger locomotive
has returned to the Virginia Museum of Transportation (VMT)
after a successful excursion season.

According to VMT officials, the “Fire Up 611" fundraising con-
tinues. Now the emphasis shifts to keeping 611 operational
and protected for future generations. Officials anticipate be-
ginning construction soon on the 611’s new home.

Three examples of Norfolk & Western’s accomplishments
survive today: The Class J 611, the Class A 1218 and the
Class Y6a 2156 (on a shortterm loan from the Museum of
Transportation in St. Louis, Mo.)

The VMT, like Roanoke, is their home. To preserve, protect

16

and maintain the N&W giants of steam, the VMT is building
a preservation and education facility. The facility will help the
museum maintain the Class J 611 and protect the donations
made by thousands of 611 fans from around the world who
have contributed to “Fire Up 611.”

The three-track, climate-controlled facility will also protect
and preserve the Class A 1218 and the Class Y6a 2156
steam freight locomotives.

VMT officials accept checks, money orders, VISA, Master-
Card, and Discover. Potential donors can download the donor
form on the http://fireup611.org/ website. You can donate
securely online or via Paypal. Phone 540-342-5670, ext.
105, to discuss these methods.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
STEAM RETURNS TO CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA - Restoration work on Everett Railroad’s 2-6-0
steam engine No. 11 was completed in time for the train to pull several sold out six-mile excursions
during the fall season. This photo was taken of the 1 p.m. train on Saturday, Nov. 7, as it was ap-
proaching Brooks Mill.

Everett Railroad No. 11 returns to service for fall excursions

By Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS

Following an extensive restoration, the Everett Railroad’s 2-6-
0 steam engine No. 11 began pulling excursion trains this
fall out of Hollidaysburg, Pa.

The excursions began in October, and ran south about six
miles over the former PRR’s Morrison’s Cove Secondary to
Brooks Mill, Pa. At Brooks Mill, the light 2-6-O ran around
the four-car passenger consist for the trip back to Holliday-
sburg.

The trips were well patronized, with many sold out in ad-
vance. The four-car trains were comprised of two former
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Multiple-Unit (MU) cars
that have been converted to coaches, owned by Horseshoe
Curve Chapter NRHS in Altoona, Pa.; former Bessemer &
Lake Erie Railroad combine No. 23; and a heavyweight busi-
ness car.

Engine No. 11 was constructed in 1920 by the Cooke Works
of the American Locomotive Company in Paterson, N.J., and
was one of 54 engines of four different wheel arrangements
built between 1920 and 1925 intended for export to Cuba
and use in that country’s sugar cane fields. Following World

War |, world sugar markets unexpectedly reduced demand for
these engines, leaving a number of them unsold.

No. 11 remained out of service until being sold in 1923 to
a Rhode Island short line, the Narragansett Pier Railroad in
Peace Dale, R.I. Officials assigned it number “11”, and put it
to work on their 8-1/2-mile railroad.

It worked there for 14 years before being sold to a New York
short line, the Bath & Hammondsport Railroad, which oper-
ated No. 11 until its retirement in 1949.

After being stored in the B&H roundhouse for several years,
No. 11 was sold in 1955 to Stanley A. Groman, who operated
the locomotive at his Rail City Museum in Sandy Pond, N.Y.

The engine passed through several other owners, and eventu-
ally was bought by Alan Maples, NRHS member and owner
of the Everett Railroad, in 2006. It was moved to the West-
ern Maryland Scenic Railroad’s shops in Ridgeley, W. Va., for
heavy repairs. The bulk of these repairs were finished in March
2015, and the locomotive was trucked to the Everett Railroad’s
shops in Claysburg, Pa., where the restoration was completed.
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PHOTO BY ROGER DURFEE, AKRON (OHIO) RAILROAD CLUB

UPCLOSEANDPERSONAL — Everett Railroad No. 11 passes through the backyards of several homes,
giving residents an up-close-and-personal view of the steam engine two miles from Holidaysburyg.

PHOTO BY ROGER DURFEE, AKRON (OHIO) RAILROAD CLUB
HORSE AND HORSEPOWER — A horse in a pasture near Kladder “strikes a pose,” seemingly not
phased as Everett Railroad No. 11 steams past during an October excursion.
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B&0O Museum acquires replica of historic York steam engine

Submitted by B&O Railroad Museum, Balitmore, Md.

The B&O Railroad Museum announced recently
that it has acquired at auction the locomotive York
from the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry.

Acquisition of this 1926 replica of the 1831 B&O §
railroad locomotive York completes the museum’s
collection of the three working replicas of early
B&O locomotives built by the B&0O’s own Mount
Clare Shops in Baltimore for “The Fair of the Iron
Horse.” The fair was the two-week long extravagan-
za held at Halethorpe, Md. in the fall of 1927 to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the B&O Railroad.

As America’s first railroad, the B&0O’s Centenary
celebrated not only the history of the B&O, but the
transformational effect of railroads on the history
of America. The fair attracted over a million people
from all over the world to Baltimore. Locomotives
both historic and modern from other railroads from
as far away as England were on site to help with
the celebration.

The B&O was not only the nation’s first long distance commer-
cial railroad but was also the railroad most devoted to preserv-
ing the key artifacts of its history. While the original York had
long been lost by 1927, enough of its “descendants” were still
around to make possible a highly authentic replica.

The York will shortly rejoin the other two replicas built in 1927
for the Fair — Peter Cooper’s Tom Thumb (original 1830) and
Lafayette (original 1837) — in the museum’s roundhouse on
West Pratt Street.

Courtney B. Wilson, the museum’s executive director, said
“this acquisition repatriates an important locomotive to Balti-
more. The York represented an important technological step
in early railroad motive power development with features that
would define how steam engines were built into the 1950s.
We are delighted to now be able to showcase this important
step in locomotive evolution to our visitors.”

In 1831, the B&O Railroad planned a locomotive competition
similar to the Liverpool & Manchester’s famous Rainhill trials
of 1829 in England. Five locomotives were entered in the
competition, held between January and June of that year. The
winning locomotive was the York, named for York, Pa., where
the locomotive was constructed. It was the work of Phineas
Davis (1795-1835), a watchmaker and early steam advocate,
and built with the help of his partner Morris J. Garner (some-
times spelled “Gartner”).

Significantly, York was a four-wheel, vertical boiler locomotive
with a short wheel base similar to Cooper’'s Tom Thumb. It
featured a pair of vertical cylinders that drove vertical main

PHOTO COURTESY OF B&O MUSEUM

VINTAGE STEAMER — This archival photo shows the

replica of the York soon after it was completed in 1928.

rods that connected to horizontal side rods, which powered
the wheels. Designed to burn anthracite coal, the York was
deemed most successful of the five locomotives in the com-
petition and after some alterations entered service on the
B&O where it hauled passenger trains on the line from Bal-
timore to Ellicott’s Mills (now Ellicott City), Md. In July 1831,
it was reported to have hauled a five-car train with 150 pas-
sengers on board. It was capable of hauling 15 tons at 15
mph on level track, and could reach speeds of 30 mph, truly
impressive statistics for the period.

After its performance at the “Fair of the lron Horse,” the lo-
comotive was sent to Chicago to participate in the “Century
of Progress fair” held in 1933 and 1934. Afterwards, B&O
Railroad officials donated the replica to the Chicago Muse-
um of Science and Industry for its permanent collection. In
1966, it was loaned for display in York, Pa., where it resided
until 1976, when it was then loaned to the B&O Railroad
Museum (then operated by the Chessie System) as part of
Baltimore & Ohio’s 150th anniversary displays in 1977. Al-
though Chessie System officials and the museum coveted
the replica and hoped to keep it on long term loan, in 1980 it
was returned to the Chicago Museum of Science and Indus-
try to be part of a railroad-themed exhibition.

The B&O Railroad Museum will develop plans to incorporate
York into its permanent exhibition “Roads to Rails,” which
interprets the birth and early development of railroading in
the Western Hemisphere. Museum officials are working to
have the locomotive transported from Chicago to Baltimore
over the next 30 to 60 days.

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum is an affiliate of the
Smithsonian Institution.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE LIBRARY AND WINCHESTER CHAPTER NRHS
EXTENSIVE RENOVATION — The former Norfolk & Western depot at Boyce, Va., owned by the Rail-
way Mail Service Library, is undergoing an extensive renovation.

Former depot at Boyce, Va., now mail service library, gets ‘makeover’

By Frank Scheer, Winchester Chapter NRHS

The Railway Mail Service Library (RMSL), owner of the 1913
Norfolk & Western (N&W) Railway depot at Boyce, Virginia,
is undertaking a three-phase restoration project. These im-
provements, expected to be completed by 2018, will stabilize
this historic building during its second century. All phases will
be completed from public funds and volunteer labor.

Phase One is nearing completion with replacement of the
standing-seam metal roof.

Between 1913 and the mid-1950s, Boyce depot had a slate
roof. The N&W removed the platform train shed and replaced
the slate roof with standing-seam metal around 1955, prior
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE LIBRARY AND WINCHESTER CHAPTER NRHS
NEW ROOF — This aerial photo shows the front and the new roof on the Railway Mail Service Li-
brary in Boyce, Va.

to the end of passenger service. During that roof renovation,
three small dormer vents over the freight room at the south
end and one dormer vent at the north end were removed to
simplify work. Sixty years later, new underlayment and metal
roofing with baked-on white finish are being installed.

Phase Two will repair and refinish windows and doors. The
last phase will be repainting the walls, repairing wood siding
on a pump house that at one time supplied water for the in-
side plumbing, and applying green borders around the base,
windows, doors, and steps. These remaining two improve-
ments will be completed through private funding as well as
volunteer labor.

The agent’s office has been restored to a 1930s appear-

ance. During “Morse Day 2016” on April 30, 2016, telegraph
communications will be demonstrated. Attendees will enjoy
a cook-out between noon and 4 PM.

The RMSL is an archival repository for documents, publica-
tions, and artifacts pertaining to worldwide mail transpor-
tation by railroads. Volunteers do not need to visit Boyce
to assist with projects. Indexing publications and editing
graphics can be done by people in their homes on their own
schedules. For those who can visit milepost H46.1 along the
former Shenandoah Division, Boyce depot is at the grade
crossing of postal history research and railroad heritage.

The RMSL is a member of the Winchester Chapter NRHS and
current home of that chapter’s library.

Return of the J611 to excursion service provides boost for Roanoke economy

The return of former Norfolk & Western Class J 611 to ex-
cursion service this summer resulted in an estimated $4.5
million to $7 million of total economic impact in the towns
visited by the vintage engine during the five excursion week-
ends. Officials estimated that $549,300 of outside money
was spent in Roanoke in 2015 by visitors riding on the trips.

The 611 returned to service after two decades spent in retire-
ment at the Virginia Museum of Transportation, the home of
the bullet-nosed locomotive. In 2014, the engine was trans-
ported to the North Carolina Museum of Transportation where
is underwent a year-long restoration. The engine made a trium-
phant return to Roanoke on Saturday, May 30, when an esti-

mated 80,000 lined the rails for the trip and another 10,000
were waiting for the engine as it steamed into Roanoke.

The five excursion weekends with the 611 began on June 6
with The American excursion from Manassas to Front Royal.
An estimated 30,000 people attended the Manassas Rail
Heritage Festival in 2015, the largest turnout in the event’s
21-year history.

Spectators and passengers in downtown Roanoke during the
May 30 homecoming and the July 4 weekend excursions ac-
counted for 5,300 hotel room nights and $1,526,000 spent
in the Roanoke economy.
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Construction of bridge over Genessee River Gorge will begin soon

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

sign costs and $2.5 million in construction costs from the
New York Department of Transportation; a $2 million grant
from the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development
Council; and a $10 million grant from the U.S. Federal High-
way Administration. Norfolk Southern will contribute the bal-
ance. Construction is expected to begin by the end of 2015.

“Maintaining a safe, modern freight rail network throughout
New York State is critical to supporting business and gener-
ating economic activity,” said Matthew J. Driscoll, New York
State Department of Transportation commissioner. “The new
Portageville Bridge will be a beautiful and more efficient ad-
dition to Letchworth State Park and is one more example of
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s commitment to New York State’s rail
network.”

“The Portageville Bridge project is a great example of build-
ing better infrastructure through partnerships between gov-
ernments at the local, state, and federal level and the private
sector,” said Michael Canavan, FHWA New York Division chief
operating officer. “FHWA is proud to be a part of it. New York
now has a bridge across the Genesee River that will move
long distance freight more efficiently by rail while protecting
the beautiful Letchworth State Park for the good of residents,
neighbors, and visitors.”

The Erie Railroad built the current wrought-iron bridge in
1875 and, while it has served several railroad owners from
the Erie Lackawanna Railroad to Conrail, its current condition
can no longer efficiently handle modern-day freight rail trans-
portation. Currently, NS must slow freight trains crossing the
bridge to 10 mph, and freight car weights must be reduced
13,000 pounds below the industry standard.

“Our customers look to Norfolk Southern for a 21st centu-
ry transportation option that’s safe, reliable, and efficient,”
said Jim Carter, Norfolk Southern’s chief engineer of bridge
and structures. “The way we meet this demand is to have a
dependable infrastructure. We look to this new Portageville
Bridge as a critical part of the Southern Tier’s success story.”

“The replacement Portageville Bridge will continue to com-
plement the natural beauty of Letchworth State Park, while
removing a longtime transportation bottleneck,” said Finger
Lakes Regional Economic Development Council co-chairs,
University of Rochester President Joel Seligman and Weg-
mans Food Markets’ CEO Danny Wegman. “Breaking ground
on this project underscores the importance of private and
state partners collaborating to accommodate the freight rail
transportation that is so critical to our region’s economic vi-
ability. We are pleased that the Finger Lakes Regional Eco-
nomic Development Council is supporting this major infra-
structure project.”

The current bridge will remain open during construction of
the new arch bridge and then be dismantled. During con-
struction, the Portage entrance to Letchworth State Park will
be closed to vehicular traffic. The nearby Castile entrance
has been enhanced and will accommodate additional vehicu-
lar traffic. Additionally, the Mary Jemison, Finger Lakes and
Gorge trails, and the Highbridge parking lot will be closed
during construction.

State Parks Commissioner Rose Harvey said, “State Parks
congratulates our partners at DOT and Norfolk Southern on
the start of this important economic development project.
The new bridge was thoughtfully designed to frame the view
of the magnificent gorge for all who visit the nation’s favorite
state park.”

PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS

BLAST FROM THE PAST — Before Amtrak launched its Auto Train service between Lorton, Va.,
and Sanford, Fla., in October 1983, there was another Auto-Train (note the hyphen),which provided
the same service between the same terminals. The original Auto-Train began Dec. 6, 1971, and was
founded by Eugene Garfield. This service was very successful; however, following a series of misfor-
tunes, it became unprofitable and ceased operation in 1981. The original Auto-Train had a distinc-
tive red, white and purple scheme and was powered by General Electric U36B diesels. This is the
original Auto-Train arriving at the Lorton, Va. terminal in May 1980. Trailing behind the diesels is
a mix of half- and full-length dome cars, which were very popular with riders.
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Roanoke Chapter NRHS to provide power for ‘Candy Cane Express’

The Virginia Museum of Transportation in Roanoke will host
the “Candy Cane Express” weekend, with discounts and spe-
cial activities, Saturday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday,
Dec. 6, 1- 5 p.m.

Discounted admission will be $5 per person, and museum mem-
bers and children ages 2 and under will be admitted at no charge.

The “Express” features a short train ride in a vintage
coach or caboose. Train rides are provided by the Roa-
noke Chapter NRHS and are pulled by the chapter’s his-
toric ALCO T-6 diesel locomotive. Train ride tickets are in
addition to admission and are priced at $3 per person,
per ride. Children ages 2 and under may ride on the train
for no charge.

Variety of activities planned for 2016 convention July 19-24 in Colorado

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

al representatives meeting, to be held at the host hotel.

On Thursday, the agenda features a
tour of the Georgetown Loop Railroad in
the morning and a visit to the Colorado
Railroad Museum (CRRM) in Golden in
the afternoon, with lunch at the muse-
um included. Officials at the CRRM will
“steam up” two narrow gauge engines
for the NRHS during the visit.

The annual night photo shoot on Thurs-
day will be held at the Colorado Railroad
Museum. This will be an extra-cost item.
This event will be open to only 50 mem-
bers, and will take place at dusk.

As is the tradition at NRHS conventions,
no trips are planned for Friday as the
schedule includes the board of directors and membership
meetings at the hotel. There will be several seminars from
early morning until the start of the membership meeting. The
annual banquet will be held Friday night.

Denver 2016

On Saturday, chartered buses will take members to the Lead-
ville, Colorado & Southern Railroad for a trip along the entire
line of the railroad, including Climax. Lunch will be included
here as well.

Convention officials are working on a
possible event for Sunday. No details
are available for release now as rep-
resentatives are waiting for contracts
to be signed. More information will be
released in the February 2016 issue
of the NRHS News, on the NRHS Face-
book page and on the NRHS website
<www.nrhs.com>.

The convention committee plans to re-
lease registration and ticket sales infor-
mation after the upcoming holiday sea-
son.

The rate for NRHS members at the
host hotel is $110 per night, single or double (breakfast not
included). Hotel officials will provide vouchers for a 20 per-
cent discount at their in-house restaurant. The phone num-
ber for the hotel is (303) 321-3500.

Newly established Emery Rail Heritage Trust presents grants to rail groups

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

car Pine Tree State to meet Amtrak operational standards.
Emery frequently rode on this car on High Iron Travel excur-
sions and occasionally accompanied the car when it was
being moved from point to point for excursions.

e Washington D.C. Chapter NRHS, $4,000 for interior up-
grades to their Pullman car Dover Harbor.

¢ Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum, $10,000 for upgrades
to former Southern Railway Pullman-built heavyweight dining
car No. 3158.

¢ The Northwest Railway Museum, $10,000 for restoration
of former Northern Pacific steam locomotive No. 924.

¢ White Pine Historical Railroad Foundation (Nevada Northern-

Railroad), $10,000 for upgrades and maintenance of their pas-
senger cars.

In addition to these challenge grants, each of the three advisory
committee members are allowed to make $1,000 donations to
any charity of their choosing under the terms of the Trust.

The members chose to give an additional $1,000 to the NCT-
MF and the Washington D.C. NRHS Chapter for the projects
identified above, and $500 was given to both the New York
Museum of Transportation and the Wiscasset, Waterville &
Farmington Railway Museum for track work projects.

Applications for the next round of grants will be due not
later than July 1, 2016. Check for details at <www.em-
eryrailheritagetrust.com>. For more information, contact
Tom Sharratt, email <tssharratt@mwt.net>, or phone (608)
634-2118.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
WESTBOUND ON PRR MAIN - A westbound Conrail train ducks under a classic Pennsylvania
Railroad signal bridge as it works upgrade at MG Tower west of Altoona, Pa., following a two-foot
snowfall on Jan. 14, 1994. This line was the PRR’s Middle Division, and was later renamed the
Pittsburgh Line by Conrail. MG Tower, whose roof is visible in the distance, was built in 1944 to
control an interlocking at this site, and was closed a few months after this photo was taken. In a few
minutes this train will crest the summit at Gallitzin, Pa., at 2,167 feet, and enter Allegheny Tunnel,
which is the highest and longest tunnel on this line.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
CRESTING THE SUMMIT - CSX train Q137 passes a pair of vintage B&O color position light signals as
it emerges from the west portal of Sand Patch Tunnel on Jan. 12, 1997. The 4,477-foot-long tunnel was
completed in 1871 and was double-tracked in 1912. This location is the summit of B&O’s crossing of the
Allegheny Mountains, 2,258 feet above sea level, on its line between Cumberland, Md., and Chicago.
This line is now CSX’s Keystone Subdivision, which runs between Cumberland and Pittsburgh, Pa.

NRHS News December 2015




