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‘Nashville 2017’ tickets still available...but act quickly

PHOTO BY RYAN MARKHAM

LOOK! UP IN THE SKY! IT’S A...TRAIN? — With dynamics howling and brake smoke rising, U45 brings 
105 loads of coal across the massive Big Lawson Trestle located just east of Coeburn, Va., on the Norfolk 
Southern Clinch Valley line. The photo was taken on April 15, 2017.

There’s still plenty of time to register for the 2017 NRHS 
“NashRails” national convention, to be held June 20-24 in 
Nashville, Tenn.

The national convention 
committee and NRHS President 
Al Weber visited Nashville May 
16-19 to inspect and review 
sites that will be involved in the 
upcoming convention activities.

On Tuesday, Tennessee Valley Railway Museum officials 
assured us that we will have the ex-Southern steam engines 
No. 4501 and No. 630 on the special train from Chattanooga 
to Summerville, Ga. that will be the first event of this 

upcoming convention. We went over operational plans and 
visited the unloading site in Summerville and found a very 

nice station facility and wye at 
this community.

We visited the end point at 
Cookeville, Tenn., for a special 
diesel excursion on Saturday 
over the Tennessee Central 
Railroad Museum (TCRM) line of 

the Nashville & Eastern Railroad. The boarding point for this 
180-mile round trip will be near the host hotel.

See TICKET SALES, Page 39

By JOHN GOODMAN, NRHS Convention Chairman
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The National Railway Historical Society has announced eight 
recipients of awards from its annual Heritage Grants Pro-
gram. The 2017 heritage grants total $20,000.

The recipients are organizations such as historical societies, 
museums, and NRHS chapters.

This year’s grants were awarded to the following recipients:

• $2,500 to the Southeastern Railway Museum, in Duluth, 
Ga., toward painting the car under frame and restoration of 
the wood siding on Western Union Tool Car WUTX 3558, built 
in 1929, which was used for maintenance by Western Union 
of its telegraph lines across the nation. (See Page 23).

• $2,500 to the Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, Inc., in Harris-
burg, Pa., for reconditioning and painting three historic items 
in the former PRR Harris Tower. The historic items include the 
metal covers of its interlocking machine, its lantern and flag 
storage cabinets, and its original employee lockers. 

• $3,000 to the Wiscasset Waterville and Farmington Rail-
way Museum, in Alna, Maine, to outfit its equipment with an 
1881 automatic vacuum braking system patented by Eames 
and originally utilized by its locomotives and cars. 

• $3,000 to the Central New York Chapter 
NRHS, Inc., in Marcellus, N.Y., toward repaint-
ing the exteriors of seven cars and two loco-
motives belonging to the chapter. The equip-
ment will be displayed at the New York State 
Fair.

• $1,000 to the South Park Rail Society, in 
Denver, Colo., for hardware and materials to-
ward the rebuild of the tender of ex-Klondike 
Mines Railway narrow gauge locomotive No. 
4, an engine built by Baldwin in 1912.

• $3,000 to the narrow gauge Bucksgahuda and Western 
Railroad Company, in Saint Marys, Pa., for framing material 
for a new shop/storage area addition to its existing service 
and storage building. 

• $2,700 to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Mu-
seum, in Nevada City, Calif., for materials to complete the 
restoration of a 118-year-old cattle stock car used by the 
former Denver & Rio Grande Western on its lines. 
 
• $2,300 to the Friends of the New York Transit Museum, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., for archival sleeves to rehouse its repro-
cessed and cataloged photography collection documenting 
the New York City elevated train systems. 
 
Through the NRHS Railway Heritage Grant Program, the Soci-
ety helps chapters and other historic organizations conserve, 
preserve and restore artifacts that are integral to the history 
of railroading in the United States. The NRHS understands 
that there are many ways to portray railroad history, but there 
is nothing like being in the physical presence of an object to 
make history real.

For the past 20 years, direct member support, above and be-
yond the annual dues, has allowed the NRHS to disburse over 
$500,000 in funding to over 200 vital preservation projects.

What’s inside...
Members honored...............Page  3
Anniversaries...............Page 5, 8, 10 
Discount list................Page  14-22
Circus train tour............... Page  25
Depot preserved................ Page 29

The NRHS News is published nine times a year by the National Railway Historical Society. Charles S. Williams, 
Samuel Spencer and Tidewater Chapters NRHS, Editor. Lynn Burshtin, West Jersey Chapter NRHS; Ellen 
Pinsky, Iowa Chapter NRHS; and Sami Williams, editorial assistants. Alex Mayes, Potomac Chapter NRHS, 
special contributor. Send items to: NRHS News, c/o Charles S. Williams, 4712 Brushy Mountain Road, 
Moravian Falls, NC 28654. E-mail: <nrhsnews@charter.net>. Phone 336-838-2754. The address for the 
Society is: NRHS, c/o John K. Fiorilla, Esq., Capehart & Scatchard P.A., P. O. Box 5016, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054.

NRHS awards seven Heritage Grants Fund totaling $20,000

AT HARRIS TOWER -- The Harrisburg Chapter NRHS received 
$2,500 for work at Harris Tower, including repainting the in-
terlocking machine.
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70 years
Rudolph H. Volin

Potomac Chapter

Phillip Bush
At-Large

60 Years

Martin Van Horn
Baltimore Chapter

Malcolm Young
Long Island-Sunrise Trail Chapter 

Cornelius W. Hauck
Thomas L. Tallentire
both Cincinnati Chapter

50 Years

Raymond Martin
Richard L. Shaffer
both Baltimore Chapter

Richard H. George
George W. Metz
Philip J. Mulligan

all Philadelphia Chapter

William J. Coxey
Robert J. Lewis

both West Jersey Chapter

Douglas Fink
Midwest Chapter

Robert E. Joyce
Wisconsin Chapter

Richard W. Bell
Iowa Chapter

Robert S. Gambling
Western Connecticut Chapter

Jeffry L. Sanders
Roanoke Chapter

Robert E. Kerr
Old Dominion Chapter

Maurice Hartz
Collis P. Huntington Chapter

Robert W. Thurman, Jr.
Nashville Chapter

Robert A. Thompson
Mohawk & Hudson Chapter

William S. Brigham
Ronald A. Butterfield

Edward J. Ross
all Champlain Valley Chapter

Theodore F. Gleichmann, Jr.
Tri-State Chapter

Robert E. Wheeler
Indianapolis Chapter

Dan E. Rollyson
Winchester Chapter

Paul L. DeVerter, II
Gulf Coast Chapter

Eugene Hawk
Inland Empire Chapter

Edward F. Graham
Central Coast Chapter

Daniel D. Carter
Cincinnatti Chapter

Gerald Hott
Potomac Chapter

John W. Willever
Pocono Mountains Chapter

Eric C. Johnson
At-Large

25 Years

Debra Hauck
Lewis Hauck

both Lancaster Chapter

Theodore D. Daniels
Gary Kluge

both Baltimore Chapter

John P. Almeida
Robert D. Brubaker

Alan B. Butler
Walter K. Emmett

James S. Goldman
Steven Rosenberg

Richard E. Schaefer
Alex B. Sokil

all Philadelphia Chapter

Douglas. P. Buchanan
Kevin. T. Farrell

both Boston Chapter

James P. Arcara
Leon P. Karlak, Sr.
Randolph McGhee

all Niagara Frontier Chapter

Ted A. Burkett
Washington, D.C. Chapter

Robert M. Grimm
Central New York Chapter

Allan R. Thompson
Midwest Chapter

Alan A. Kamp
Kansas City Chapter

Allan Brown
Louisville Chapter 

Eddie D. Allen
Joyce E. Allen

both Wichita Chapter 

Steve W. Coons
Charles Varnes

both Pacific Northwest Chapter 

Georganna Hite
F. M. Hite Jr.

Jerry R. Johnson
Wanda D. Johnson
all Roanoke Chapter 

James D. Ewen
Old Dominion Chapter 

J. David Feath
Harrisburg Chapter 

G. Thomas Logan
Thomas Waller

both Atlanta Chapter

NRHS recognizes long-time members of Society

Each year since 1961, the NRHS has recognized those long-
term NRHS members who have consistently renewed their 
membership.

We provide those esteemed individuals with pins and cer-
tificates to honor achieving their significant membership 
milestones of 70, 60, 50 and 25 years of continuous NRHS 
membership.

The NRHS officers and staff are very pleased to have recog-
nized the following individuals in 2017 for their loyal mem-
bership in the Society.

This year, the NRHS presented awards to two individuals for 
70 years of membership, four for 60 years, 29 for 50 years, 
and 160 for 25 years as a member of fhe Society. We appre-
ciate their loyalty to the Society.

By JOSEPH C. MALONEY JR., NRHS Vice President
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Joanne G Reinhard
Willard F. Reinhard

Eldon Young
all Collis P. Huntington Chapter 

Betty L. Tolliver
Old Smoky Chapter

R. Victor Varney
Tennessee Valley Chapter 

James E. Hurt
Martha Rae Wodraska
both Intermountain Chapter

Fred Hood
Heart of Dixie Chapter 

Frederick Blank
Carrie G. Gorday
Lee L. Gorday

Dennis B. Mertz
James Alva Miller
all St. Louis Chapter

William J. Tierney
Michael O’Brien

Richard D. Wilson
all Mohawk & Hudson Chapter

Louis Krieg
Dwight Smith

both Champlain Valley Chapter

Peter G. Pletsch
Conneaut Chapter

John M. Drennan
Tri-State Chapter

Chester M. Harvey
Old Pueblo Chapter

Patrick J. Flannery
George W. Nass
Edward Richards

all Long Island-Sunrise Trail Chapter

Peter Buhl
Charleston Chapter

David Adam
A. Eugene Cover
Robert M. Kosar

Joe Pickett
Michael J. Shadwick

Walter Martin Sklenar
all Gulf Coast Chapter

Raymond J. Ahearn
Keith Baker

Michael L. Bruss
Jim Clay

Katie Clay
Bill Davidson
William J. Earl
 Jeffrey Ferrier

Dennis L. Hanley
Richard E. Holmes

Robert Howard
William L. Lowell
Harry McKenzie
Donald Meehan
Jean H. Meehan

Thomas C. Messer
Harry A. Olund
Carroll Smith

Darryl R. White
all Central Coast Chapter

Douglas R. Butzow
Danville Junction Chapter

Thomas G. Neadle
Northstar Chapter

Steven G. Safford
North Western Illinois Chapter

David E. Lees, M.D.
Edward A. Swoboda
Maryann Vineyard
Melvin C. Vineyard
all Potomac Chapter

Catherine Sokash
John Anthony Sokash

both Old North State Chapter

Louis M. Matuyza
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter

William Batdorf
John W. Brown
MaryAnn Brown

James P. Dieffenderfer
all Central Pennsylvania Chapter

Gerard R. Deily
Rivanna Chapter

Nancy L. Winters
Bergen-Rockland Chapter

Gary D. Gianotti
John Koslosky

both Utica Mohawk Valley Chapter

James Otten
Timothy West

both Jersey Central Chapter

Carileen L. Bollinger
George M. Bollinger

both North Florida Chapter

Charles R. Billings
Florida East Coast Chapter

Robert M. Mee
Buddy Glen Moore

Sigrid Moore
all Bluewater Michigan Chapter

Robert A. Knobbe
Harold Ogle

both Chicago Chapter

Carl F. Harrison
Cape Cod Chapter

Thomas S. Duggan
Arkansas Chapter

Ronald E. Brozanic
Richard G. Burlingame

Mark Quam
all Great Plains Chapter

William P. Kronis
Walter R. Dumas

J. Thomas Gunzelman
Paul S. Shamonis II

all Connecticut Eastern Chapter

Vincent M. Rister
Carolina Clinchfield Chapter

William Brodsky
Sherry Christ

Milton Marquard
Stephen L. Wasby
William A. Siebert

Sam L. Abram
Cynthia Bennorth

Dennis S. Bennorth
Dudley Bierau

Carl Born
Paul G. Burda
Peter A. Cook

John C. Daniels
David R. Goode
James A. Haefer
Betty Hallerberg

William L. Hallerberg
Daniel W. Harris

Richard Izen
David C. Johnson

Christopher Knaggs (Captain)
Benjamin W. McCleary

Peter E. Migliorini
John T. Myers III

John H. Niedercorn
Dan Onorevole

Paul H. D. Payton
Jack H. Rupard

A. R. Saez
Michael Salata

Donald Skorvaga
Clyde R. Titus
Austin Turney

Neal Vanstrom
Lawrence R. Velte

Benjamin C. Waldenmaier
Torrington D. Watkins

John F. Wheeler
Donald C. Winter

all At-Large
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The Winchester Chapter NRHS celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary at its annual banquet held in the Valley Room at the 
historic Strasburg Hotel in Strasburg, Va., March 11, 2017.

Members and guests were treated to a buffet-style dinner, 
lively discussions from early chapter members about the 
founding of the chapter, and a presentation on the past, pres-
ent and future of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, pro-
vided by industrial archivist Nicholas Zmijewski.

During the banquet, 50-year NRHS membership pins and cer-
tificates were presented to Dan Rollyson, Winchester Chap-
ter, and Jo Hott, Potomac Chapter. Rollyson is the last surviv-
ing charter member of the Winchester Chapter.

The Winchester Chapter was founded through the efforts of 
James A. Walsh of Bluemont, Va. In January, 1967, Walsh 
wrote a letter to Carrel I. Tod, who was NRHS national vice 
president-membership, about organizing a chapter in Win-
chester.

A meeting was held March 11, 1967, at Walsh’s home, the 
Berkeley Farm. Attending were Washington D.C. Chapter 
members Alex Baisden, George Boynton, Archie Julian and 
Carrel I. Tod, along with 11 local railfans.

The national office of NRHS issued a charter to form the Win-
chester Chapter on April 1, 1967. The initial chapter officers 
were: Russell Bell, president; James Walsh, vice-president; 
Dan Rollyson, secretary-treasurer; and Fred Hunt, chapter 
director. 

The chapter’s first meeting was held July 22, 1967, at the 
Civil Air Patrol room in the Virginia Woolen Mill in Winchester, 
with approximately 14 members present. The chapter issued 
its first newsletter, entitled High Iron, on March 1, 1970. The 
printing of the newsletter was accomplished by cutting a 
stencil and manually reproducing it on a rotary spirit process 
duplicator. The editor was Frank Barley, who had a news staff 
consisting of Russell Bell, Eddie Roy, James Walsh and Ralph 
Yoder.

Winchester Chapter celebrates 50th anniversary in March
By ALEX MAYES, Potomac Chapter NRHS

PHOTOS BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS

50-YEAR CERTIFICATE — Joe Maloney, left, NRHS vice president, presents Mike Clark, Winchester 
Chapter president, with the NRHS 50-year anniversary certificate as Chapter National Representative 
Berton Robinson and Carl Stephanus look on. Behind Maloney and out of sight is Doug Russell, chapter 
secretary, who served as chapter secretary and treasurer for many years. 
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Fan trips have always been a major activity of the Win-
chester Chapter, starting with a trip to Cass Scenic 
Railroad in Cass, W.Va., in June 1968. In September 
1970, the chapter sponsored its first excursion, which 
was a special train of five B&O Budd Rail Diesel Cars. 
The trip originated at Winchester and went to Balti-
more, Md., on the B&O. After touring the B&O Railroad 
Museum, the passenger special, with 427 passengers 
aboard, headed west on the Old Main Line on its return 
trip. 

Several additional memorable trips and other accom-
plishments have been achieved by the Winchester Chap-
ter, which are too many to include in this report. The 
Winchester Chapter is still a vibrant organization, with 
monthly meetings and other activities.

The Winchester Chapter is the proud owner of a former 
Winchester & Western Railroad (ex B&O) wooden ca-
boose, which it maintains on display at Clearbrook Park 
in Clearbrook, Va., and opens to the public on certain 
holidays.

For more details about the Winchester Chapter go to the 
chapter’s website at <http://www.nrhs.com/chapters/win-
chester>. 

50-YEAR PIN — Rick Davidson, right, assistant director, NRHS 
membership awards, presents Jo Hott with her 50-year NRHS 
membership pin and certificate. In the rear is Joe Maloney, NRHS 
vice president. 

DINNER CHIMES — Dan 
Rollyson demonstrates a 
vintage Deagan chime, used 
on Pullman cars during the 
golden years of rail passen-
ger service to signal dinner 
service.

CHARTER MEMBER — Bob Bitzer (right), NRHS 
Treasurer and District 3 chapter representative, 
presents Dan Rollyson with his 50-year NRHS mem-
bership pin and certificate. Rollyson is the only sur-
viving charter member of the Winchester Chapter.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS

60-YEAR AWARD -- Baltimore Chapter President Alexander D. (Sandy) Mitchell IV (left) and NRHS 
Treasurer and District 3 Chapter Representative Bob Bitzer (second from left) present the 60-year 
NRHS Membership Certificate to Martin K. Van Horn during the chapter’s annual banquet, held at Heri-
tage Parkville Gardens in Parkville, Md., on March 25. On the far right is Bob Janssen, who received his 
70-year NRHS membership certificate in 2014. Bob joined the Baltimore Chapter on Feb. 7, 1944 and has 
held every position within the chapter, including president, vice president, secretary and treasurer. He 
is currently the chapter’s membership chairman. 

Long-time Baltimore Chapter NRHS member Martin K. Van 
Horn was awarded his 60-year NRHS membership pin and 
certificate at the Baltimore Chapter’s annual banquet on 
March 25.

Martin joined the Baltimore Chapter in April, 1957 and has 
maintained continuous membership in the Baltimore Chap-
ter. He has also been a member of the Potomac and Wash-
ington D.C. NRHS chapters.

Martin has served as president of the Baltimore Chapter and 
NRHS District 3 director. He currently is the chairman of the 
chapter’s history committee.

“Because of my membership in the Baltimore Society of 
Model Engineers (BSME), I became a member of the Balti-
more Chapter that met in the BSME club rooms,” said Van 
Horn. “Also, in 1956, I became involved with saving the his-
toric collection of Baltimore streetcars, culminating in char-
ter membership in the Baltimore Streetcar Museum in 1966 
when it was founded.

“I served as track superintendent, motorman-conductor-op-
erator, instructor and dispatcher. In 1959, I authored Rail 

Transit in Baltimore for the 100th anniversary of streetcars. 
It was a Baltimore Chapter publication and was available for 
the fan trip run on Baltimore Transit’s two remaining streetcar 
lines to commemorate the anniversary.

“That started my period of writing railway history, and in the 
1970s, I wrote articles for the now-defunct Rails Northeast 
and Pennsy Journal magazines on the history of the Northern 
Central Railway and its Green Spring Branch,” he added. The 
latter led to a book in 1996, Green Spring Accommodation.

“In 1992, when Maryland MTA’s Central Light Rail Line 
opened for service, I was a regular commuter to my job down-
town, and I wrote a column, “Light Rail Log” for The Inter-
change, the newsletter of the Baltimore Chapter. Since 2012 
I have been history chairman of the chapter and have written 
a monthly history column.” 

Van Horn was a director of the chapter in 2012 and 2013, 
and served as president in 2014. He was elected president 
for this year, but a leg infection four days before the first 
meeting had him stepping down on Jan. 5. He was out of 
action halfway through February, so his column is the only 
chapter activity with which he is now involved,

By ALEX MAYES, Potomac Chapter NRHS

Van Horn honored for 60 years of membership in NRHS
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PHOTOS BY JON SHUMPERT

50-YEAR CERTIFICATE — NRHS Vice President Joe Maloney (left) presents a certificate to Art Giardino, 
president of the Charleston (S.C.) chapter of the NRHS, recognizing the chapter for 50 years of member-
ship in the NRHS. The presentation was made at the Best Friend of Charleston Museum in Charleston.

Members of the Charleston Chapter and national NRHS rep-
resentatives came together on Saturday, April 8 at the Best 
Friend Train Museum in Charleston, S.C. to 
celebrate the chapter’s 50th anniversary.

Joe Maloney, NRHS vice president, pre-
sented a certificate of recognition to 
Chapter President Art Giardino. NRHS 
District 4 board member Charles S. Wil-
liams represented the board of directors.

Three former chapter presidents — Pete 
Stabovitz, Alex McIntosh and Mary Lehr — 
participated in the event.

The chapter, in conjunction with Norfolk 
Southern, was instrumental in the con-
struction of the Best Friend Museum and 
the display of the historic train.

The Best Friend of Charleston train is a replica of the original 
1830 train built by the Southern Railway in 1928, using the 

By ART GIARDINO, President, Charleston Chapter NRHS

Charleston Chapter NRHS honored on 50th anniversary

“BEST FRIEND” MODEL — A model of the Best Friend of Charles-
ton is on display in the “Best Friend” Lounge at the Mills Hyatt 
House in downtown Charleston.
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original blueprints, to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the South Carolina Canal and Rail Road Company. The 
replica toured the United States for many years until it was 
donated to the City of Charleston by Southern.

The original Best Friend made its first revenue run on 
Christmas Day, 1830, and operated on a regular sched-
ule. Unfortunately, six months later, a careless substitute 
fireman caused a boiler explosion which destroyed the lo-
comotive.

Following the ceremony at the museum, chapter members 
and guests enjoyed a “Low Country Buffet” at the Best Friend 
Lounge in the historic Mills House Hotel. The lounge is deco-
rated with artifacts related to the Best Friend of Charleston, 
many of which were provided by the chapter. 

Currently, chapter officials are collaborating with the archi-
tects of the new Charleston Amtrak Station, which is sched-
uled to open next year. The design includes a history room 
which will depict the history of rail transportation in Charles-
ton. The chapter will provide historical materials for the dis-
play.

The Best Friend Train Museum is located at 23 Ann Street in 
historic downtown Charleston, behind the Charleston Visitor 

Center. The museum is 
open daily (except major 
holidays), 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
There is no admission 
fee.

The chapter’s activi-
ties include promoting 
awareness of the history 
of railway transportation, 
participating in activi-
ties related to the Best 
Friend of Charleston (in-
cluding its preservation 
and the preservation of 
Southern Railway arti-
facts displayed in the 
Best Friend Museum), 
excursions, visiting other 
museums and helping 
with the functions of the 
South Carolina Railroad 
Museum that is located 
near Winnsboro, S.C. on 
the former Rockton & 
Rion trackage.

AT BEST FRIEND MUSEUM — Among the Charleston Chapter members and NRHS national represen-
tatives at the 50th anniversary celebration, left to right, were: Chapter Vice President Peter Buhl, NRHS 
Vice President Joe Maloney, NRHS District 4 National Board Member Charles S. Williams, Pat Giardino, 
Ken Donaldson, Joe Boscoe, Tommy Burkhalter, Ben Pogue, Chapter President Art Giardino, Alex McIn-
tosh, Chapter Secretary/Treasurer (and former president) Mary Lehr and (seated) Chapter Historian 
Pete Stabovitz .

AT CEREMONY — Chap-
ter Secretary/Treasurer 
Mary Lehr visits with 
Chapter Historian Pete 
Stabovitz.
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The members of the Gulf Coast Chapter celebrated the chap-
ter’s 50th anniversary at their April membership meeting. 

The occasion was marked by the presentation of a Certificate 
of Recognition from the national organization by District 7 
Director Skip Waters, who credited Gulf Coast Chapter’s past 
activities for his involvement, and the involvement of others, 
in the NRHS.

Also on hand were George Werner, a founding member of 
the Houston-based organization; and Paul DeVerter, who re-

ceived his 50-year membership pin at the event. Both offered 
some tales from the past about how the Gulf Coast Railroad 
Club became an NRHS chapter, and some of the challenges 
and achievements made over the years.

Cake, and video presentations from past chapter events, 
rounded out the evening.

Now chapter members are looking forward to another 50 
years of railroad history preservation with the new Texas Rail-
roading Heritage Museum at Tomball.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GULF COAST CHAPTER NRHS

WITH 50-YEAR CERTIFICATE — NRHS District 7 Director Skip Waters (wearing tie) presents a 
Certificate of Recognition to the Gulf Coast Chapter NRHS board of directors on the occasion of the 
chapter’s 50th anniversary. Pictured, left to right, are: Shawn Sanders, past chapter president; 
Jerry Dorcz, vice president-membership; Jim Goldmeyer, treasurer; Phil Whitley, past president; 
Bill Baxter, president; Waters; Tom Marsh, vice president-administration; Al Dykes, vice president-
mechanical; and Bill Willits, editor.

The Pacific Northwest, the Columbia River and the Tacoma 
Chapters of the NRHS joined forces to host the 2016 Fall 
Conference in Portland, Ore., this past October. The proceeds 
from this successful event have been donated to the NRHS 
RailCamp program.

The members of the RailCamp committee would like to public-
ly acknowledge this very generous gift and thank the many oth-
ers who have either donated money or sponsored campers.

For 2017, eight NRHS chapters have sponsored nine camp-
ers. They are: Bluewater Michigan (two campers), George 
L. Carter, Horseshoe Curve, Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley, 
Pottstown & Reading, Roanoke, Tri-State and Washington 
D.C. chapters. In addition, the Florida East Coast Railway 
Society, the Railroad Passenger Car Alliance (two campers), 
and the Somerset County 4-H Trainmasters, along with an 
individual, sponsored five more.

The committee received monetary donations from the Cape 

Cod and Western Kentucky Chapters and the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Technical & Historical Society.

In all, 14 campers are attending with full scholarships. Every 
camper requesting financial assistance this year received help. 
There were also many individual donations directed to RailCamp.

RailCamp is an expensive undertaking. Costs of housing, 
feeding, transporting and insuring these young people for this 
one-of-a-kind experience rise each year. Through the efforts of 
an all volunteer committee, directors, counselors and support 
staff, we have been able to keep tuition at the same rate for 
the past several years. Our intent is to continue to do so.

Chapters and other entities wishing to sponsor a camper 
should contact us at <railcampnrhs@yahoo.com> for guide-
lines and deadlines. We are always looking for additional 
staff. If interested in being a counselor or helping in any way, 
please contact us at the same email address. Thank you for 
your support of this very important NRHS program.

Gulf Coast Chapter members celebrate 50th anniversary
By TOM MARSH, Gulf Coast Chapter NRHS Vice President

Eight chapters sponsoring teenagers for NRHS RailCamp
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PHOTO BY ANTHONY VERBYLA, LACKAWANNA & WYOMING VALLEY CHAPTER NRHS
DRAWING A CROWD — Everyone has seen photos and video of the Ringling Brothers 
Barnum and Bailey circus trains during their final days on the rails. Those trains have 
drawn crowds of veteran rail photographers, both amateur and professional, out to 
trackside to catch a glimpse of the end of what is truly a part of American history. But 
plenty of circus fans and “regular people” have come out to see the trains for a final time 
before the curtains drop. Here, a line of cars paces alongside the Ringling Brothers Red 
Unit train on a country road at Mocanaqua, Pa, April 4, 2017. The train was on its way 
to its next show in Wilkes Barre, Pa. northbound on the Norfolk Southern Sunbury Line. 
Photographer Anthony Verbyla confirmed that all of the motorists were pacing the train 
and not just caught in the traffic. Anthony said, “That was the thing I loved about the pho-
to was how it shows all the people out to follow it on its final journey through our region, 
almost cheering it on as it went. It was truly an interactive experience with many of the 
performers in the Dutch doors watching and waving to the line of chasers on this sec-
tion of road which runs very close to the tracks for several miles. It definitely illustrates 
how big of an event this was for us and every town it passed through.” The Sunbury Line 
was acquired from Canadian Pacific in September 2015. The line was originally the PRR 
Wilkes Barre Branch which was acquired by the D&H during the formation of Conrail. 
Canadian Pacific purchased the D&H in 1990.

We, the “children of ages” who loved the circus, wish the best for the performers and 
employees of what was truly “The Greatest Show on Earth.” 

Bidding farewell to ‘The Greatest Show on Earth’ and its performers
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The president’s corner
It’s a busy a time of year for NRHS leadership and volunteers
By AL WEBER, NRHS President

Many things are going on at this time of year, including RailCamp, 
convention, accounting changes, database changes, web page 
updating, member communications (Bulletin, NRHS News, 
Telegraph), library, and member requests for research.

Almost all of these projects are done by volunteers, and we all 
need to thank them for the hard work and time they put in on 
NRHS projects. Some of these changes are due to changing 
requirements, and some are the usual ongoing support of 
railroad history preservation.

A few of the items we are working on are listed below.

1-We are changing database vendors and hopefully choosing 
one that can support our needs better than the current one. 
Many are involved in this, and all are working hard to make sure 
we cover all our database needs.

2-The non-profit accounting standards have been updated and 

changed so our volunteers are involved in making sure we 
document what we need to do and our procedures are updated.

3-Volunteers have selected a vendor to work on our web 
page program. Web pages are not a fixed item and need to 
be updated, which we have not done. We still need to check 
with the database vendor so all goes together as seamlessly 
as possible.

4-Member communications are more than just what we publish. 
Many members, concerned citizens, companies, and various 
levels of governments have railroad history related questions. 
Their questions and requests must be answered in a timely 
manner, and NRHS volunteers do that.

As always, if you have questions, feel free to email me at 
<aweber@nrhs.com>, write me, or call my cell 636-577-5636.

Al

PHOTOS BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS 
CLIMBING THE GRADE — One of the highlights of the 1997 NRHS convention was a three-day in-
bound steam excursion to Salt Lake City over some very rare trackage. This most intriguing trip was 
sponsored by the Central Coast Chapter NRHS. The passenger special originated at Denver, Colo., on 
June 21 and first headed south down the Joint Line to Pueblo, where it diverged onto Union Pacific’s 
ex-Denver and Rio Grande Western main and headed west. This line was built by the Denver and Rio 
Grande Western in 1881, and was originally three-foot gauge. The first day’s destination was Canon 
City, where passengers overnighted. The following morning, the steam special continued west, first 
passing through spectacular Royal Gorge and then ascending the 10,423 foot Tennessee Pass. The 
second day’s trip went as far as Grand Junction, Colo. The last day’s run continued west on the for-
mer D&RGW main to Salt Lake City, where the 1997 convention was headquartered. This was the 
last passenger train to run over Tennessee Pass, as Union Pacific abandoned the Tennessee Pass line 
on Aug. 23, 1997. This photo was taken on the third day, June 23, as the Royal Gorge Steam Special 
was climbing the grade to 7,477 foot Soldier Summit a few miles west of Helper, Utah. Leading the 18-
car train is UP 4-8-4 No. 844, and UP E9s No. 949, 963B and 951.
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If you possibly have any original 16-mm film footage that you 
recorded or was recorded by someone you know/knew — or if 
you know of someone possessing such footage — the NRHS 
Film Archival Digitalization Committee would like to hear from 
you.

As each month and year goes by, this film continues to de-
teriorate. Also, it is more likely to be forgotten or is simply 
thrown out by someone who doesn’t recognize what they 
have in hand.

Our first desire is to see this footage donated to the NRHS 

for permanent preservation. If this is not acceptable to the 
owner, then we’d like to be given access to the film and au-
thorized to make a digital copy of it for posterity.

A request earlier this year brought a treasure trove of nearly 
three hours of great color footage. If you have film which falls 
into this category, your films could be next to be preserved.

To contact the committee, email <marlin@nrhs.com> or write 
to Film Archival Committee, National Railway Historical Soci-
ety, c/o John K. Fiorilla, Capehart Scatchard, P. O. Box 5016, 
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054.

Do you have any railroad films? Consider donating them to the NRHS
By NRHS FILM ARCHIVAL COMMITTEE

Substantial rehab, a new exhibit, an enhanced data link, and 
expanded displays will be highlights of Harris Tower Railroad 
Museum, 637 Walnut Street, Harrisburg, when it opens for 
visitors May 27 and subsequent Saturdays (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
through Oct. 28. Admission in free.

During the past winter, the museum, owned by the Harrisburg 
Chapter NRHS, restored 40 windows, power-washed the inte-
rior, upgraded one bathroom with period-appropriate fixtures, 
re-painted the second floor, and installed replica lighting fix-
tures. The tower’s electro-pneumatic switching machine — 
now computer driven — will shortly have its covers sand-
blasted and re-painted.

A member of the Morse Telegraph Club donated an antique 
telegraph set, which visitors can operate to experience the 
sounds of old-time railroading.

Monitoring of modern railroad operation is possible due to a 
new satellite data link mounted on an adjacent building and 
connected to the tower by underground cable. This new de-

vice airs radio chatter by Norfolk Southern railroad crews as 
their trains pass Harris Tower. Two track layout display moni-
tors give visual indications of train movements.

“This is truly a hands-on museum,” explained chapter mem-
ber Dan Rapak, whose technical skills put some “life” into 
the exhibits. “Visitors will remember their time at Harris 
Tower,” he said, “because they had the opportunity to touch 
things.” 

On the tower’s ground floor, three new display cases — one 
as long as eight feet — will show off recently-acquired memo-
rabilia pertinent to the structure’s history.

Harris Tower is a National Register-listed structure from the 
1930s, acquired from Amtrak in 1991 and restored by volun-
teers in concert with professional help. It is a major project 
of Harrisburg Chapter. The chapter, a nonprofit educational 
organization, is one of over 135 NRHS chapters located 
throughout the United States as well as England, Canada, 
and Japan.

New exhibits, substantial rehabilitation will be on display at Harris Tower

The Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter NRHS has 
scheduled a charter as a fundraiser for the B&M 3713 
restoration efforts.

The excursion is on the Stourbridge Line, which is 
operated by the Delaware, Lackawaxen & Stourbridge 
Railroad, based in Honesdale, Pa. The six-hour, 50-mile 
round trip will be powered by the Stourbridge Line’s No. 
54, a rare BL-2 locomotive built by EMD for the Bangor 
and Aroostook.

The trip departs from Honesdale at 10 a.m. for Lackawaxen, 
where the train will stop for a one-hour lunch break before 
returning to Honesdale. There will be two photo run-bys along 
the route.

The route covers the former Erie Honesdale Branch between 
Honesdale to Hawley and the former Erie Wyoming Division 
main line between Hawley and Lackawaxen.

Tickets can be ordered through the chapter website at <www.
project3713.com>. All proceeds benefit the restoration of 
B&M No. 3713 at Steamtown.

Submit your meeting notifications for Facebook

NRHS members are invited to send news about upcoming 
chapter meetings and events to <nrhsnews@charter.net> for 
posting on the NRHS Facebook page. To access the NRHS 
Facebook page, click on <https://www.facebook.com/
RailPreservation/?fref=ts>

Excursion planned as fund raiser for restoration of former B&M No 3713

By SLOAN AUCHINCLOSS, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS
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The 2017 directory of NRHS member discounts has been 
released. NRHS members can enjoy this annual benefit at 
rail attractions throughout the United States by showing their 
membership card upon arrival. Discounts vary by individual 
attraction but can include reduced tickets or admission, 
reduced gift shop pricing, or reduced fees for restaurant and 
lodging services. If you are not an NRHS member, consider 
joining now to take advantage of this excellent program.

The list of discounts may also be downloaded as a separate 
document at <www.nrhs.com>.

ALABAMA
BIRMINGHAM AREA: Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum, 1919 
9th Street, Calera, AL 35040. Phone 205-668-3435. Free 
museum and $2 discount on train rides (with proof of NRHS 
membership). Walk-up purchase only. Not valid on “Day Out 
With Thomas” or “North Pole Express”. <www.hodrrm.org> 

MOBILE AREA: City of Foley L&N Depot Museum and Model 
Train Exhibit, 125 East Laurel Avenue, Foley, AL 36535. 
Phone 251-943-1818. Free museum. <www.visitFoley.com/
play/attractions>

MOBILE AREA: Wales West RV Resort & Light Railway, 
13670 Smiley Street, Silverhill, AL 36576. Phone 888-569-
5337. $2 off regular price and 25 percent off gift shop items. 

ALASKA
WASILLA: Museum of Alaska Transportation & Industry, 
3800 West Museum Drive, Wasilla, AK 99654. Phone 907-
376-1211. Free admission for NRHS members. <www.
museumofalaska.org>

ARIZONA
GRAND CANYON AREA: Grand Canyon Railway and Hotel, 
233 North Grand Canyon Boulevard, Williams, AZ 86046. 
Phone 888-297-2757. 15 percent off railway seats, Railway 
Hotel and RV Park. <www.thetrain.com> 

PHOENIX: Maricopa Live Steamers, 22822 North 43rd 
Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85310. Phone 623-925-1811. Free 
train rides. <www.maricopalivesteamers.com>

PHOENIX: Sahuaro Central Railroad Museum, 22822 North 
43rd Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 35310. Free museum.

TUCSON: Double K Ranch-Bed and Breakfast, 3930 North 
Smokey Topaz Lane, Tucson, AZ 85749. Phone 520-749-
5345. 10 percent discount on lodging. <www.doublekranch.
com>

TUCSON: Gadsden Pacific Division, Toy Train Operating 
Museum, 3975 North Miller Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705. Phone 
520-888-2222. Free museum. <www.gpdtoytrainmuseum.
com> 

TUCSON: Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 
North Toole Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85701. Phone 520-623-
2223. Free museum. <www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org>

ARKANSAS
BRINKLEY: Central Delta Depot Museum, 100 West Cypress, 
Brinkley, AR 72021. Phone 870-589-2124. NRHS members: 
$1; Children: 50 cents.

CALIFORNIA 
EUREKA AREA: Fort Humboldt State Historic Park Logging 
Exhibit, 3431 Fort Avenue, Eureka, CA 95503. Phone 707-
445-6567. Free museum. <www.timberheritage.org>

EUREKA AREA: Timber Heritage Association, Samoa Shops, 
Corner of Vance Avenue and Cookhouse Road, Samoa, CA 
95564. Phone 707-443-2957. Free admission. <www.
timberheritage.org>

LOS ANGELES AREA: Fillmore & Western Railway, 364 
Main Street, Fillmore, CA 93015. Phone 805-524-2546. 10 
percent off train tickets. <www.fwry.com> 

LOS ANGELES AREA: Irvine Park Railroad, 1 Irvine Park 
Road, Orange, CA 92869. Phone 714-997-3968. Buy one 
and get one free admission. Limit one per customer. <www.
irvineparkrailroad.com>

LOS ANGELES AREA: Orange Empire Railway Museum, 2201 
South A Street, Perris, CA. 92570. Phone 951-943-3020. 
Half price on one all-day ride pass on non-event weekends 
only. <www.oerm.org>

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA: 1893 Colma Railroad Depot, 
1500 Hillside Boulevard, Colma, CA 94014. Phone 650-757-
1676. Free admission. <www.colmahistory.org>

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA: Niles Depot Museum, 37592 
Niles Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94536. Phone 510-797-4449. 
Free admission. <www.nilesdepot.org>

SAN JOSE AREA: South Bay Historical Railroad Society, 1005 
Railroad Avenue, Santa Clara, CA 95050. Phone 408-243-
3969. Free museum. <www.sbhrs.org>

TEHACHAPI: Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum, 101 West 
Tehachapi Boulevard, Tehachapi, CA 93561. Phone 661-823-
1100. Free museum. <www.tehachapidepot.com>

2017 DIRECTORY OF RAIL ATTRACTIONS
OFFERING DISCOUNTS TO NRHS MEMBERS

Compiled by Wesley Ross
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COLORADO
COLORADO SPRINGS: Pikes Peak Historical Street Railway 
Foundation, Inc., 2333 Steel Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 
80901. Phone 719-475-9508. $1 off entry fee with NRHS 
card and 10 percent off any non-sale gift shop purchase. 
<www.coloradospringstrolleys.com> 

DURANGO AREA: Galloping Goose Historical Society-Rio 
Grande Southern Railroad Museum and Gift Shop, 421 
Railroad Avenue, Dolores, CO 81323. Phone 970-882-7082. 
Free museum. <www.gallopinggoose5.org>

FT. COLLINS AREA: Boardwalk Park Museum, 100 North 
5th Street, Windsor, CO 80550. Phone 970-674-3525. Free 
museum. <www.windsorgov.com/culture>

GREELEY: Colorado Model Railroad Museum, 680 10th 
Street, Greeley, CO 80631. Phone 970-392-2934. $1 off 
admission price. <www.cmrm.org>

GRAND JUNCTION AREA: Ridgway Railroad Museum, 150 
Racecourse Road, Ridgway, CO 81432. Phone 970-626-
4373. Free museum. <www.ridgwayrailroadmuseum.org>

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY: Danbury Railway Museum, 120 White Street, 
Danbury, CT 06810. Phone 203-778-8337. $1 off regular 
admission for NRHS members and their party. <www.danbury.
org/drm>

ESSEX: Essex Steam Train and Riverboat. 1 Railroad 
Avenue, CT 06426. Phone 860-767-0103. 10 percent 
discount off coach seats for 2-1/2 hour train and riverboat 
ride on weekdays. Must use code: TBNRHS10. <www.
essexsteamtrain.com>

NEW HAVEN AREA: The Shore Line Trolley Museum, 17 River 
Street, East Haven, CT 06512. Phone 203-467-6927. $1 
off admission for NRHS members and their party. Good for 
any operating day or special event, excluding “Haunted Isle”. 
<www.shorelinetrolley.org>

NORWALK: SONO Switch Tower Museum, (A unit of the 
Western Connecticut Chapter NRHS), 77 Washington Street, 
Norwalk, CT 06854. Phone 203-246-6958. Free museum and 
10 percent discount in the gift shop. <www.sonotower.org>

WILLIMANTIC: Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum (A unit 
of the Connecticut Eastern Chapter NRHS), 55 Bridge Street, 
Willimantic, CT 06226. Phone 860-456-9999. $2 discount 
on regular admission for adults. <www.cteastrrmuseum.org>

FLORIDA
BOCA RATON: Boca Express Train Museum, 747 South Dixie 
Highway, Boca Raton, FL 33432. Phone 561-395-6766. 
Purchase one admission and get the second admission at 
half off. <www.bocahistory.org>

FORT MYERS: Railroad Museum of South Florida, Lakes Park, 

7330 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33908. Phone 239-267-
1905. $1 off admission and train ride ticket. <www.rrmsf.org>

MIAMI: Gold Coast Railroad Museum, 12405 S.W. 152 
Street (Adjacent to Metrozoo), Miami, FL 33177. Phone 
305-253-0063. Show current NRHS membership card for 
complimentary museum admission. Train rides available at 
additional charge. <www.gcrm.org>

NAPLES: Naples Train Museum, 401 10th Street South, 
Naples, FL 34102. Phone 239-262-1776. Adult: $5.50; 
Children (6 and older): $3. Includes train ride. <www.
naplestrainmuseum.org> 

ORLANDO AREA: Central Florida Railroad Museum, 101 
South Boyd Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787. Phone 407-
656-0559. Free admission. <www.cfrhs.org> 

PENSACOLA AREA: West Florida Railroad Museum, 5003 
Henry Street/L&N Depot, Milton, FL 32570. Phone 850-623-
3645. Free museum admission and 10 percent discount on 
gift shop items. <www.wfrm.org>

PLANT CITY: Robert W. Willaford Railroad Museum, 102 
North Palmer Street, Plant City, FL 33563. Phone 813-719-
6989. Free museum.

TAMPA: Henry B. Plant Museum, 401 West Kennedy 
Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33606. Phone 813-254-1891. $2 
discount on admission with card <www.plantmuseum.com>

GEORGIA
ATLANTA AREA: Southeastern Railway Museum (A Unit of 
the Atlanta Chapter NRHS), 3595 Buford Highway, Duluth, 
GA 30096. Phone 770-476-2013. Free train rides for 
NRHS members with paid museum admissions. <www.
southeasternrailwaymuseum.org>

WAYCROSS: Okefenokee Heritage Center, 1460 North 
Augusta Avenue, Waycross, GA 31503. Phone 912-
285-4260. $2 discount for NRHS members. <www.
okefenokeeheritagecenter.org>

HAWAII
HILO AREA: Laupahoehoe Train Museum, 36-2377 
Mamalahoa Highway, Laupahoehoe, HI 96764. Phone 808-
962-6300. Buy one adult admission and get one free with 
NRHS membership card. <www.thetrainmuseum.com>

IDAHO
NAMPA: Nampa Train Depot Museum, 1200 Front Street, 
Nampa, ID83651. Phone 208-467-7611. Upon presentation 
of NRHS membership card, members will receive free 
admission and 10 percent discount on purchases in the 
museum shop. <www.canyoncountyhistory.com> 

ILLINOIS
CARBONDALE: Illinois Central Railroad Museum, 111 North 
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Illinois Avenue, Carbondale, IL 62901. Phone 618-867-2203 
or 618-534-8028. Free admission. <www.stationcarbondale.
org>

GALENA (DUBUQUE, IA AREA): Chicago Great Western 
Railway Depot Museum, 111 East Myrtle Street, Elizabeth, IL 
61028. Depot is just off Highway 20 in downtown Elizabeth 
on Myrtle Street. Phone 815-858-2343. Free museum 
and 10 percent discount on most gift shop items. <www.
elizabethhistoricalsociety.com>

NORTHERN ILLINOIS: Amboy Depot Museum, 99 East 
Main Street, Amboy, IL 61310. Phone 815-857-4700. Free 
museum. <www.amboydepotmuseum.org>

PEORIA AREA: Wheels O’ Time Museum, 1710 West 
Woodside Drive, Dunlap, IL 61525. Phone 309-243-9020. 
Group rate applies. <www.wheelsotime.org>

ROCHELLE: Rochelle Railroad Park, 124 North 9th Street, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone 815-562-7031. No admission 
fee. <www.rochellerailroadpark.org>

SPRINGFIELD AREA: Chatham Railroad Museum, 100 North 
State Street, Chatham, IL 62629. Phone 217-483-7792. 
Free museum.

INDIANA
CONNERSVILLE: Whitewater Valley Railroad, 455 Market 
Street, Connersville, IN 47331. Phone 765-825-2054. $4 
off for Metamora-bound train, May through October. <www.
whitewatervalleyrr.org>

FRENCH LICK: French Lick Scenic Railway, 8594 West 
State Road 56, French Lick, IN 47432. Phone 800-748-
7246. $1 discount on scenic train rides only. <http://<www.
frenchlickscenicrailway.org>

NORTH JUDSON: Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum, Inc., 507 
Mulberry Street, North Judson, IN 46366. Phone 574-896-
3950. 15 percent discount. <www.hoosiervalley.org> 

PRINCETON: Princeton Train Depot and Railway Museum, 702 
West Broadway, Princeton, IN 47670. Phone 888-390-5825 
or 812-385-0999. Free museum. <www.gibsoncountyin.org>

IOWA
BOONE: Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad and Museum, 225 
10th Street, Boone, IA 50036. Phone 800-626-0319. $2 
off regular coach class excursion train ticket by using the 
discount code NRHS2017. <www.bsvrr.com> 

COUNCIL BLUFFS: RailsWest Railroad Museum, 1512 South 
Main Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501. Phone 712-323-5182. 
$2 off admission. <www.thehistoricalsociety.org>

DES MOINES AREA: Trainland USA, Inc., 3135 Highway 117 
North (I-80, Exit 155), Colfax, IA 50054. Phone 515-674-
3813. 10 percent discount on admission to museum. <www.
trainlandusa.com>

FORT MADISON: Santa Fe Railway Depot Museum, 1601 
20th Street and C.B.&Q. Depot, 814 10th Street, Fort 
Madison, IA 52627. Phone 319-372-7661. Free museum.

MASON CITY: Rotary Cannonball (M&StL Locomotive 457), 
East Park, 800-900 East State Street, Mason City, IA. Phone 
641-423-5328. Free attraction. <www.friendsofthe457.org> 

KANSAS
KANSAS CITY AREA: Midland Railway Historical Association, 
1515 High Street, Baldwin City, KS 66006. Phone 785-594-
6982. $2 off any regular excursion train ticket, May through 
October. <www.midlandrailway.org>

KENTUCKY
ELIZABETHTOWN AREA: Kentucky Railway Museum, 136 
South Main Street, New Haven, KY 40051. Phone 800-272-
0152 or 502-549-5470. 10 percent discount on train ticket. 
Must present membership card. <www.kyrail.org>

LEXINGTON AREA: Riney B Train Display, Riney B Park, Martin 
Luther King Boulevard, Nicholasville, KY 40356 (off U.S. 27 
By-pass). Phone 859-885-9787. No admission fee.

LOUISVILLE AREA: LaGrange Railroad Museum, 412 East 
Main Street, LaGrange, KY 40055. Phone 502-930-9439. 
Free admission. <www.lagrangerailroadmuseum.org> 

MAINE
BELFAST: Belfast & Moosehead Lake Railroad, 13 
Oakhill Road, Belfast, ME 04915. Phone 207-722-3899. 
Adults ride free with NRHS membership card. <www.
belfastandmooseheadlakerail.org> 

PHILLIPS: Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad, 128 
Bridge Street, Phillips, ME 04966. Phone 207-778-3621. 
Free admission for card-carrying members. <www.srrl-rr.org>

KENNEBUNKPORT: Seashore Trolley Museum, 195 Log 
Cabin Rd., Kennebunkport, ME 04046. Phone 207-967-
2800. Free admission for NRHS members with card. <www.
trolleymuseum.org>

PORTLAND: Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad and Museum, 58 
Fore Street, Portland, ME 04101. Phone 207-828-0814. $1 
discount per ticket. <www.mainenarrowgauge.org> 

MARYLAND
BALTIMORE: Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum, 901 West 
Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21223. Phone 410-752-2490. 
$2 off museum admission with NRHS membership card and 
photo ID. <www.borail.org>

BALTIMORE: Irish Railroad Workers Museum, 918-920 
Lemmon Street, Baltimore, MD 21223. Phone 410-347-
4747. Free museum. <www.irishshrine.org>
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CHESAPEAKE BEACH: Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, 
4155 Mears Avenue, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732. Phone 
410-257-3892. Free museum. <www.cbrm.org>

UNION BRIDGE: Western Maryland Railway Historical Society, 
41 North Main Street, Union Bridge, MD 21791. Phone 410-
775-0150. Free museum and NRHS members receive same 
discount as WMRHS members. <www.westernmarylandrhs.
com> 

MASSACHUSETTS
BOSTON AREA: Wenham Museum, 132 Main Street, Wenham, 
MA 01984. Phone 978-468-2377. $2 off admission for up to 
two people. <www.wenhammuseum.org>

MICHIGAN
DURAND: Durand Union Station, Michigan Railroad History 
Museum, 200 Railroad Street, Durand, MI 48429. Phone 
989-288-3561. Free museum. <www.durandstation.org>

FLINT AREA: Flushing Area Historical Society, Flushing 
Depot Museum, 431 West Main Street, Flushing, MI 48433-
2035. Phone 810-487-0814. Admission is free. <www.
flushinghistorical.org/museum.html>

GRAND RAPIDS AREA: The Coopersville & Marne Railway 
Co., 306 East Main Street, Coopersville, MI 49404. Phone 
616-997-7000. One half price for regular excursions, May 
through September. <www.mitrain.net>

GRAND RAPIDS AREA: Depot Museum of Transportation, 1 
North Harbor Drive, Grand Haven, MI 49441. Phone 616-
842-0700. Free museum. <www.tri-citiesmuseum.org> 

GRAND RAPIDS AREA: Pere Marquette Number 1223 
and Freight Cars, Chinook Pier Park, Grand Haven, MI 
49417. Phone 616-842-0700. Free museum. <www.tri-
citiesmuseum.org>

LANSING AREA: Old Road Dinner Train, 465 North Cochran 
Avenue, Charlotte, MI 48813. Phone 888-467-2451. 10 
percent discount to NRHS members and their party. <www.
oldroaddinnertrain.com> 

LANSING AREA: Clinton Northern Railway Museum, 107 E. 
Railroad Street, St. Johns, MI 48879. Phone 502-541-0811 
or 989-224-6134. Free museum and 10 percent discount in 
gift shop. <www.clintonnorthernrailway.org>

NEWBERRY AREA (U.P.): Tahquamenon Falls Tours and 
the Famous Toonerville Trolley Train, 7195 County Road 
381, Soo Junction, MI 49868. Phone 906-876-2311 or 
888-77-TRAIN. 10 percent discount on fare, up to four tickets 
per membership card. Not valid with any other discount 
offers. <www.trainandboattours.com>

PORT HURON: Thomas Edison Depot, 510 Edison Parkway, Port 
Huron, MI 48060. Phone 810-455-0035. Buy one adult ticket 
and get one children’s ticket free. <www.phmuseum.org>

PORT HURON AREA: Capac Historical Depot and Museum, 
401 East Kempf Court, Capac, MI. 48014. Phone 810-395-
2859. Free admission.

SAULT STE MARIE AREA: Wheels of History Museum, 6799 
South M-221, Brimley, MI 49713. Phone 906-247-3665. 
Free museum.

SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN: Old Road Dinner Train, 301 E. 
Adrian Street, Blissfield, MI 49228. Phone 888-467-2451. 
10 percent discount to NRHS members and their party. 
<www.oldroaddinnertrain.com> 

MINNESOTA
CHISHOLM: Minnesota Museum of Mining, 701 West Lake 
Street, Chisholm, MN 55719. Phone 218-254-5543 (May-
September); 218-254-2179 (October-April). 25 percent off 
admission with NRHS membership card and 10 percent off 
gift shop purchases. <www.mnmuseumofmining.org>

DULUTH: Lake Superior & Mississippi Railroad, 7100 Grand 
Avenue, Duluth, MN 55816. Phone 218-624-7549. Buy one 
and get one of equal or less value free. <www.lsmrr.org> 

DULUTH: Lake Superior Railroad Museum/North Shore 
Scenic Railroad, 506 West Michigan Street, Duluth, MN 
55802. Phone 218-722-1273. $2 off tickets. <www.
northshorescenicrailroad.org>

MISSISSIPPI
McCOMB: McComb City Railroad Depot Museum, 108 North 
Railroad Boulevard, McComb, MS 39649. Phone 601-684-4000 
or 601-684-2291. Free admission. <www.mcrrmuseum.com>

MISSOURI
KANSAS CITY AREA: 1879 Chicago & Alton Depot, 318 W. 
Pacific Avenue, Independence, MO 64050. Phone 816-325-
7955. Free museum. <www.chicagoaltondepot1879.org>

NORTHERN MISSOURI: Depot Inn and Suites, 1245 North 
Brown Street, La Plata, MO 63549. Phone 660-332-4669. 
Free museum and 10 percent discount on hotel stay. <www.
depotinn.com>

SPRINGFIELD: Railroad Historical Museum, Inc., 1300 North 
Grant Street, Springfield, MO 65802. Phone 417-865-6829. Free 
admission. <http://rrhistoricalmuseum.zoomshare.com/>

ST. LOUIS AREA: Big Bend Railroad Club, Inc., 8833 Big Bend 
Boulevard, Webster Groves, MO 63119. Phone 314-968-
6847. Free museum and 10 percent discount on anything 
sold by the club. <www.bigbendrrclub.org>

ST. JOSEPH: Patee House Museum and Jesse James Home, 
1202 Penn Street, St. Joseph, MO 64503. Phone 816-
232-8206. Buy one admission and get one free. <www.
ponyexpressjessejames.com>

ST. LOUIS: American Railway Caboose Historical Educational 
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Society, Inc. (ARCHES), P.O. Box 4343, St. Louis, MO 63123. 
Phone 314-631-3131. Book: Captive Cabeese In America, 
Retails for $34.95, NRHS price is $25 (includes shipping). 
<www.arches.org>

ST. LOUIS: American Association of Railroaders, Inc. (AAR), 
9600 Tesson Ferry Road, St. Louis, MO 63123. Phone 
314-631-3131. 2017 Pocket List of Railroad Officials, $10 
(includes shipping). <www.aarstl.org>

ST. LOUIS: Missouri-Illinois Rail Passenger Association, 
9600 Tesson Ferry Road, St. Louis, MO 63123. Phone 314-
631-3131. Pre-Amtrak passenger railroad time tables: Five 
for $15, 10 for $20; or 20 for $30 (includes shipping).

NEBRASKA
NORTH PLATTE: Golden Spike Tower, 1249 North Homestead 
Road, North Platte, NE 69101. Phone 308-532-9920. 10 
percent off in the gift shop. <www.goldenspiketower.com> 

SOUTHERN NEBRASKA: Rock Island Railroad Depot Museum, 
910 Bacon Road, Fairbury, NE 68352. Phone 402-729-5131. 
Free museum. <www.historicjeffersoncounty.org> 

NEVADA
VIRGINIA CITY: Virginia & Truckee Railroad, Washington and 
F Streets, Virginia City, NV 89440. Phone 775-847-0380. $2 
discount per ticket. <www.virginiatruckee.com> 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
CENTRAL NEW HAMPSHIRE: Ashland Railroad Station 
Museum, 69 Depot Street, Ashland, NH 03217. Phone 603-
968-7716. Free museum.

NORTH CONWAY: Conway Scenic Railroad, 38 Norcross 
Circle, North Conway, NH 03860. Phone 603-356-5251. 
50 cents off per ticket for Conway; $1 off per ticket for 
Bartlett; and $2 off per ticket Crawford Notch/Fabyan. <www.
conwayscenic.com>

NORTH CONWAY AREA: Hartmann Model Railroad Museum, 
15 Town Hall Road, Route 302/16, P.O. Box 165, Intervale, 
NH 03845. Phone 603-356-9922. $1 discount on museum 
entrance; 10 percent discount on hobby shop purchases. 
<http://www.hartmannrr.com>

MANCHESTER AREA: Sandown Historical Society & Depot 
Museum, 6 Depot Road, Sandown, NH 03873. Free museum. 
<www.sandownnhdepot.org>

WINNIPESAUKEE AREA: Klickety Klack Model Railroad, 8 
Elm Street, Wolfboro Falls, NH 03896. Phone 603-569-5384. 
20 percent discount on gift shop purchases, excluding sale 
items and 10 percent off admission.

NEW JERSEY
HACKENSACK/PARAMUS AREA: Maywood Station Museum, 

269 Maywood Avenue, Maywood, NJ 07607. Phone 201-845-
3323. Free museum and 15 percent on gift shop items.

PHILLIPSBURG (EASTON, PA, AREA): Phillipsburg Railroad 
Historians Museum, 10 Pine Alley, off South Main Street, 
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. Phone 908-859-1146 or 610-826-
2580. Free admission and 15 percent discount on gift shop 
purchases. <http://<www.prrh.org>

NEW MEXICO
ALBUQUERQUE AREA: Southwest Model Railroad Club, 39 
Elaine Drive (Mid Valley Air Park), Los Lunas, NM 87031. 
Phone 505-379-7243. Free layout tour. <www.swmrctrains.
com> 

NEW YORK
ADIRONDACK REGION: North Creek Depot Museum, 5 
Railroad Place, North Creek, NY 12853. Phone 518-251-
5842. Free museum. <www.northcreekdepotmuseum.com>

BUFFALO AREA: Arcade & Attica Railroad Corp., 278 Main 
Street, Arcade, NY 14009. Phone 585-492-3100. Buy one 
ticket at regular price and get one free. <www.aarailroad.
com> 

BUFFALO AREA: Railroad Museum of the Niagara Frontier 
(A unit of the Niagara Frontier Chapter, NRHS), 111 Oliver 
Street, North Tonawanda, NY 14120. Phone 716-694-9588. 
Free museum. <www.nfcnrhs.com>

BUFFALO AREA: Medina Railroad Museum, 530 West Avenue, 
Medina, NY 14103. Phone 585-798-6106. $1 discount on 
admission ticket. <www.medinarailroad.com>

CATSKILL MOUNTAINS: Delaware & Ulster Railroad, 43510 
State Route 28, Arkville, NY 12406. Phone 845-586-3877. 
$2 off regular day-time rides, standard coach seating only. 
<www.durr.org>

DUNKIRK: Alco-Brooks Railroad Display, 1089 Central 
Avenue, Dunkirk, NY 14048. Phone 716-366-3797. Free 
admission. <www.dunkirkhistoricalmuseum.org> 

DUNKIRK: Dunkirk Historical Museum, 513 Washington 
Avenue, Dunkirk, NY 14048. Phone 716-366-3797. Free 
museum. <www.dunkirkhistoricalmuseum.org>

HYDE PARK: The Hyde Park Railroad Station Museum, 34 
River Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538. Phone 845-229-2338. 
Free museum. <www.hydeparkstation.com>

LONG ISLAND: Oyster Bay Railroad Museum, 102 Audrey 
Avenue, Oyster Bay, NY 11771. Phone 516-558-7036. Free 
admission and 10 percent off museum store purchases. 
<www.obrm.org>

LONG ISLAND: Railroad Museum of Long Island, 440 Fourth 
Street at tracks, Greenport, NY 11944. Phone 631-477-0439. 
$2 discount on admission to museum with membership 
card. <www.rmli.org>
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LONG ISLAND: Railroad Museum of Long Island, 416 Griffing 
Avenue, Riverhead, NY 11901. Phone 631-727-7920. $2 
discount on admission to museum with membership card. 
<www.rmli.org>

NEW YORK CITY AREA: 1915 Erie Station, Chester Historical 
Society, 19 Winkler Place, Chester, NY 10918. Phone 845-
469-2591. Free museum. <www.chesterhistoricalsociety.
com>

OLEAN AREA: Pittsburg, Shawmut and Northern Railroad 
Historical Society and Museum, Allegany County Fairgrounds, 
15 North Street, Angelica, NY 14709. Free admission. Visit 
by appointment only. Contact by e-mail <jmuchler@stny.
rr.com> for appointment. <www.psnrrhs.org>

SYRACUSE AREA: Central Square Station Museum (A unit 
of the Central New York Chapter, NRHS), Railroad Avenue, 
Central Square, NY. Located off Main Street (U.S. Route 11). 
Phone 315-487-2849. Free museum <www.cnynrhs.org/
CentralSq.html>

SYRACUSE AREA: Martisco Station Museum (A unit of the 
Central New York Chapter, NRHS), Martisco Road, Marcellus, 
NY 13108. (Located between Camillus and Marcellus, off 
New York Route 174). Phone 315-488-8208. Free museum. 
<www.cnynrhs.org/Martisco.html>

NORTH CAROLINA
BOONE AREA: Tweetsie Railroad, 300 Tweetsie Railroad 
Lane, Blowing Rock, NC 28605. Phone 800-526-5740. $3 off 
each ticket for NRHS members and family up to six persons, 
not valid for “Day Out With Thomas”, “Ghost Train Halloween 
Festival” or “Tweetsie Christmas”. <www.tweetsie.com>

BRYSON CITY: Great Smoky Mountains Railroad, 226 Everett 
Street, Bryson City, NC 28713. Phone 800-872-4681. 10 
percent off crown and coach seating for Tuckasegee River 
excursions and Nantahala Gorge excursions. Must present 
NRHS card when checking in. Members can book by phone 
by mentioning NRHS membership or online by entering 
promo code NRHS on payment screen. Not valid on non-
profit train events, fundraisers, adventure add-ons, licensed 
special events, specialty events, special events trains, and 
Saturdays in October. <www.gsmr.com> 

BRYSON CITY: Smoky Mountain Trains-Scenic Model 
Railroad Museum, 100 Greenlee Street, Bryson City, NC 
28713. Phone 828-488-5200. Complimentary admission to 
museum for card holding members, not valid on Saturdays in 
October. <www.gsmr.com>

HAMLET: National Railroad Museum & Hall of Fame, Inc., 
120 East Spring Street, Hamlet, NC 28345. Phone 910-582-
3555. Free museum.

HICKORY AREA: Southeastern Narrow Gauge and Shortline 
Museum, 123 North Main Avenue, Newton, NC 28658. Phone 
980-858-4266. Free museum. <www.newtondepot.com>

WILMINGTON: Wilmington Railroad Museum, 505 Nutt 

Street, Wilmington, NC 28401. Phone 910-763-2634. $1 
discount for NRHS members. <www.wrrm.org>

NORTH DAKOTA
BISMARCK AREA: Fort Lincoln Trolley Co., 2000 3rd Street, 
S.E., Mandan, ND 58554. Phone 701-663-9018. $7 fare for 
NRHS members. 

BISMARCK AREA: North Dakota State Railroad Museum, 
3102 37th Street, NW, Mandan, ND 58554. Phone 701-663-
9322. Free admission. <www.ndsrm.org> 

FARGO: Cass County Historical Society-Bonanzaville, 1351 West 
Main Avenue, West Fargo, ND 58078. Phone 701-282-2822. Buy 
one and get one free admission. <www.bonanzaville.org> 

MINOT: Railroad Museum of Minot, 19 First Street, NE, 
Minot, ND, 58701. Phone 701-339-9721. $1 off admission.

OHIO
ASHTABULA AREA: 19th Century Jefferson Depot Village, 
147 E. Jefferson Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. Phone 614-
507-5246 (cell) or 440-576-0496 (summer). Free tours of 
all restored historic buildings in the village for card carrying 
members of NRHS. <www.jeffersonohio.us/depot.htm>

BRADFORD: Bradford, Ohio, Railroad Museum (a unit of the 
Bradford Ohio Chapter). 200 North Main Avenue, Bradford, 
OH 45308. Phone 937-552-2196. $1 off general admission 
for NRHS members. <www.bradfordrrmuseum.org> 

CINCINNATI: EnterTRAINment Junction, 7379 Squire Ct., 
West Chester, OH 45069. Phone 513-898-8000. $2 off “Do 
It All” ticket or one-half off “Conductor Combo” ticket (behind 
the scenes tour). Not valid with any other discounts. <www.
entertrainmentjunction.com>

CINCINNATI AREA: Lebanon Mason Monroe Railroad, 127 
South Mechanic Street, Lebanon, OH 45036. Phone 513-
933-8022. All ticketing fees waived for NRHS members/
families. <www.lebanonrr.com>

DOVER: Warther Museum, 331 Karl Avenue, Dover, OH 
44622. Phone 330-343-7513. 10 percent off admission. 
<www.thewarthermuseum.com>

MARION: Marion Union Station, 532 West Center Street, 
Marion, OH 43302, Phone 740-383-3768. Free admission. 

MOUNT VERNON: Cleveland, Akron & Columbus Depot, 500 
South Main Street, Mount Vernon, OH 43050. Phone 740-
501-9293. Free. <www.arielfoundationpark.org> 

MOUNT VERNON: B&O Depot, 507 West High Street, Mount 
Vernon, OH 43050. Phone 740-501-9293. Free. <www.
arielfoundationpark.org>

OKLAHOMA 
HUGO: Frisco Depot Museum, 509 North B Street, Hugo, 
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OK 74743. Phone 580-326-6630. Free museum. <www.
friscodepot.org> 

OKLAHOMA CITY AREA: Santa Fe Depot Museum, 204 South 
Santa Fe, Pauls Valley, OK 73075. Phone 405-238-2244. 
Free admission.

OKLAHOMA CITY: Oklahoma Railway Museum (a unit of the 
Central Oklahoma Chapter), 3400 NE Grand Boulevard, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73111. Phone 405-424-8222. Free 
museum. <www.oklahomarailwaymuseum.org>

TULSA: Route 66 Historical Village, Inc., 3770 S.W. Boulevard, 
Tulsa, OK 74107. Phone 918-857-3782. Free museum. 

OREGON
BAKER CITY: Sumpter Valley Railroad Restoration, Inc., 
12259 Huckleberry Loop, Baker City, OR 97814. Phone 541-
894-2268. 10 percent discount on everything, both train 
tickets and merchandise. <www.sumptervalleyrailroad.com> 

SALEM AREA: Oregon Electric Railway Museum, 3995 
Brooklake Road NE, Brooks, OR 97303, (located in 
Powerland). Phone 503-393-2424. 10 percent discount for 
members in our gift shop. <www.oregontrolley.com> 

PENNSYLVANIA
ALLENTOWN: Merchants Square Mall Model Train Exhibit, 
1901 South 12th Street, Allentown, PA 18103. Phone 
610-797-7743. $1 off admission for member. <www.
modeltrainexhibit.com> 

ALTOONA: Horseshoe Curve National Historic Landmark, 
2400 Veterans Memorial Highway, Altoona, PA 16601. Phone 
814-941-7743. $1 of combo admission for Horseshoe 
Curve and Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum. <www.
railroadcity.com> 

ALTOONA: Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum, 1300 9th 
Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602. Phone 814-946-0834. $1 off 
combo admission to museum and Horseshoe Curve. <www.
railroadcity.com> 

ALTOONA AREA: Portage Station Museum, 400 Lee Street, 
Portage, PA 15946. Phone 814-736-9223. Free museum 
<www.portagepa.us/index.htm> 

HAMBURG: Reading Railroad Heritage Museum, 500 South 
3rd Street, Hamburg, PA 19526. Phone 610-562-5513. $1 
off regular admission. <www.readingrailroad.org> 

HARRISBURG: Harris Interlocking Tower (a unit of the 
Harrisburg Chapter), 637 Walnut Street, Harrisburg, PA 
17101. Phone 717-232-6221. Free admission. <www.
harristower.org>

LANCASTER AREA: Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, 300 
Gap Road, Strasburg, PA 17579. Phone 717-687-8628. $1 
off regular adult, senior and youth admission. Restrictions 
apply. <www.rrmuseumpa.org> 

LANCASTER AREA: National Toy Train Museum, 300 Paradise 
Lane, Ronks, PA 17572. Phone 717-687-8976. Free 
admission for NRHS member. <www.nttmuseum.org> 

LEWISBURG AREA: Milton Model Train Museum, 139 South 
Front Street, Milton, PA 17847. Phone 570-742-9207. Free 
museum. <www.miltonmodeltrainmuseum.blogspot.com> 

LEWISBURG AREA: White Deer Station Museum (A unit of 
the Central Pennsylvania Chapter), 148 Depot Road, White 
Deer, PA 17887. Phone 717-568-0136. Free admission.

ORBISONIA/ROCKHILL FURNACE: Rockhill Trolley Museum, 
430 Meadow Street (PA 994), Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249. 
Phone 814-447-9576. Buy one and get one free admission. 
<www.rockhilltrolley.org>

PITTSBURGH AREA: Kiski Junction Railroad, 130 Railroad 
Street, Schenley, PA 15682. Phone 724-295-5577. $1 off 
per ticket. <www.kiskijunction.com>

SCRANTON: Lackawanna County Electric City Trolley Station 
and Museum, 300 Cliff Street, Scranton, PA 18503. Phone 
570-963-6590. $1 off the purchase of the combination 
museum and train ride ticket. <www.ectma.org>

WASHINGTON: Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, Inc., 1 Museum 
Road, Washington, PA 15301-6133. Phone 724-228-9256. 
$2 off per family with NRHS membership card, except special 
events and 5 percent off in museum store. <www.patrolley.
org>

WEST CHESTER: West Chester Railroad, 230 East Market 
Street, West Chester, PA 19380. Phone 610-430-2233. 
15 percent discount on all tickets and charters. <www.
westchesterrr.net>

YORK AREA: Steam into History, 2 West Main Street, New 
Freedom, PA 17349. Phone 717-942-2370. $2 discount on any 
regularly scheduled excursion. <www.steamintohistory.com>

YORK AREA: Stewartstown Railroad Co., 21 West 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Stewartstown, PA 17363. Phone 717-
746-8123. 15 percent off ticket prices for NRHS members 
with membership card. <www.stewartstownrailroadcompany.
com> 

SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON: Best of Friend of Charleston Train Museum, 
23 Ann Street, Charleston, SC 29403. Phone 843-724-0832. 
Free museum. <www.bestfriendofcharleston.org>

SPARTANBURG: Hub City Railroad Museum, (a unit of the 
Greenville Chapter), 298 Magnolia Street, Spartanburg, SC 
29306. Free museum. <www.hubcityrrmuseum.org> 

WINNSBORO: South Carolina Railroad Museum, 110 
Industrial Park Road, Winnsboro, SC 29180. Phone 803-635-
9893. $2 discount on up to two tickets and a 10 percent 
discount in gift shop (For online purchases use code: NRHS) 
<www.scrm.org>
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TENNESSEE
CHATTANOOGA: Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum, (a unit of 
the Tennessee Valley Chapter NRHS), 4119 Cromwell Road, 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119. Phone 423-894-8028. Group 
discount upon presentation of NRHS card on Missionary 
Ridge Local service. <www.tvrail.com>

COOKEVILLE: Cookeville Depot Museum, 116 West Broad 
Street, Cookeville, TN 38501. Phone 931-528-8570. Free 
museum. <www.cookevilledepot.com> 

JOHNSON CITY: George L. Carter Railroad Museum (a unit of 
the George L. Carter Chapter NRHS), 176 Ross Drive, East 
Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN 37614. Phone 
423-439-6838. Free museum. <www.memrr.org>

KNOXVILLE: Three Rivers Rambler, 2560 University Commons 
Way, Knoxville, TN 37919. Phone 865-524-9411. $2 off per 
ticket. <www.threeriversrambler.com> 

MONTEREY: Monterey Depot Museum, 1 East Depot Street, 
Monterey, TN 38574. Phone 931-839-2111. Free museum. 
<www.montereytn.com> 

NASHVILLE: Tennessee Central Railway Museum, 220 Willow 
Street, Nashville, TN 37210. Phone 615-479-5758. Free 
museum. <www.tcry.org>

TEXAS
DIBOLL: The History Center, 102 North Temple, Diboll, 
TX 75941. Phone 936-829-3543. Free museum. <www.
thehistorycenteronline.com>

DALLAS-Fort WORTH AREA: Grapevine Vintage Railroad, 705 
South Main Street, Grapevine, TX 76051. Phone 817-410-
3185. $3 off on a 1 p.m. train ride from Grapevine to Fort 
Worth stockyards, when using code “NRHS”. <www.gvrr.com>

GALVESTON: Galveston Railroad Museum, 2602 Santa Fe 
Place, Galveston, TX 77550. Phone 409-765-5700. $1 off 
admission. <www.galvestonrrmuseum.com>

HOUSTON AREA: Eagle Lake Depot Museum. 322 East 
Main Street, Eagle Lake, TX 77434. Free museum <www.
eaglelakedepot.org>

SAN ANGELO: Railway Museum of San Angelo, 703 
S. Chadbourne Street, San Angelo, TX 76903. Phone 
325-486-2140. 10 percent off admission. <www.
railwaymuseumsanangelo.homestead.com> 

UTAH
BRIGHAM CITY: Historic Brigham City Train Depot, 833 West 
Forest, Brigham City, UT 84302. Phone 435-723-2989. Free 
museum.

HELPER: Western Mining and Railroad Museum, 294 South 
Main Street, Helper, UT 84526. Phone 435-472-3009. Free 
museum. <www.wmrrm.com> 

SALT LAKE CITY AREA: S+S Shortline Railroad, 575 North 
1525 West Farmington, UT 84025. Phone 801-451-0222. 
Free museum.

VERMONT
BRATTLEBORO AREA: West River Railroad Museum, 1 
Cemetery Road, Newfane, VT 05345. Phone 802-365-4143. 
Free museum. <www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org> 

VIRGINIA
CLIFTON FORGE: C&O Railway Heritage Center/Museum, 
705 East Main Street, Clifton Forge, VA 24422. Phone 540-
862-8653. 10 percent discount on gift shop items. Must 
show membership card. <www.candoheritage.org>

RICHMOND: Richmond Railroad Museum (A unit of the Old 
Dominion Chapter), 102 Hull Street, Richmond, VA 23224. 
Phone 804-233-6237. Free museum. <www.odcnrhs.org> 

WINCHESTER AREA: Railway Mail Service Library, 117 East 
Main Street, Boyce, VA 22620. Phone 571-379-3409. Free 
museum. <www.railwaymailservicelibrary.org>

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM: Bellingham Railway Museum, 1320 
Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. Phone 360-
393-7540. 10 percent discount in museum store. <www.
bellinghamrailwaymuseum.org> 

CENTRAL WASHINGTON AREA: Cashmere Museum & Pioneer 
Village, 600 Cotlets Way, Cashmere, WA 98815. Phone 509-
782-3230. 50 percent discount on museum admission for 
card-carrying member and up to three direct dependents. 
<www.cashmeremuseum.org> 

CHEHALIS: Chehalis-Centralia Railroad & Museum, 1101 
SW Sylvenus, Chehalis, WA 98532. Phone 360-748-9593. 
$1 discount on ticket price. <www.steamtrainride.com>

SEATTLE AREA: Northwest Railway Museum, 38625 
Southeast King Street, Snoqualmie, WA 98065. Phone 425-
888-3030. Free museum and $2 discount per ticket for up to 
six round trip tickets. Not valid for special events. <https://
www.trainmuseum.org/> 

SPOKANE AREA: Inland Northwest Rail Museum, 27300 
Sprinkle Road North, Reardan, WA 99029. Phone 509-796-
3377. NRHS member discounted admission is $5. <www.
inlandnwrailmuseum.com> 

WALLA WALLA AREA: Dayton Historic Depot, 222 East 
Commercial Street, Dayton, WA 99328. Phone 509-382-
2026. Free admission. <www.daytonhistoricdepot.org>

YAKIMA: Yakima Valley Trolleys, Corner of South 3rd. Avenue 
and Pine Street, Yakima, WA 98902. Phone 509-249-5962. 
NRHS members can ride all day for the payment of a single 
ride fare. <www.yakimavalleytrolleys.org>
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WEST VIRGINIA
CASS: Cass Scenic Railroad, 242 Main Street, Cass, WV 
24927. Phone 877-686-7245. $2 off Bald Knob and 
Whittaker Station train rides during 2017 regular season 
using the promotional code NRHS. <www.mountainrailwv.
com> 

DURBIN: The Durbin Rocket, 4759 Staunton Parkersburg 
Turnpike, Durbin, WV 26264. Phone 877-686-7245. $2 off 
Durbin Rocket during 2017 regular season using promotional 
code NRHS. <www.mountainrailwv.com> 

ELKINS: Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad, 315 Railroad 
Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241. Phone 877-686-7245. $2 off 
New Tygart Flyer and Cheat Mountain Salamander during 
2017 regular season using promotional code NRHS. <www.
mountainrailwv.com> 

ELKINS: West Virginia Railroad Museum, 2 Railroad Avenue, 
Elkins, WV 26241. Phone 304-637-4810. 10 percent discount 
on admission for NRHS members. <www.wvrailmuseum.
com> 

HARPERS FERRY: Toy Train Museum, Joy Line Railroad, 937 
Bakerton Road, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. Phone 304-535-
2521. $1 discount on a ride ticket

HUNTINGTON: Collis P. Huntington Outdoor Museum (A unit 
of the Collis P. Huntington Chapter NRHS), end of 14th Street 
West and Ritter Park (next to Safety Town). Phone 304-523-
0364. Free museum. <www.newrivertrain.com> 

WISCONSIN
APPLETON AREA: New London Railroad Museum, 900 
Montgomery Street., New London, WI 54961. Phone 920-
982-8557. Free admission. <www.historicalvillage.org>

JANESVILLE AREA: Brodhead Historical Society Depot 
Museum, 1108 First Center Avenue, Brodhead, WI 53520. 
Phone 608-897-4150. Free museum. <www.brodheadhistory.
org>

PLATTEVILLE: The Mining and Rollo Jamison Museums, 405 
East Main Street, Platteville, WI 53818. Phone 608-348-
3301. Buy one admission and receive one admission of 
equal value or lesser value free during regular open hours, 
May 1-Oct. 31. <www.mining.jamison.museum>

RHINELANDER AREA: Lumberjack Steam Train and Camp 5 
Museum, 5068 Highway 8 & 32, Laona, WI 54541. Phone 
715-674-3414. $2 discount off adult admission. <www.
lumberjacksteamtrain.com>

SPARTA: Little Falls Railroad and Doll Museum, 9208 County 
Highway 11, Sparta, WI 54656. Phone 608-272-3266. 10 
percent discount on admission. <www.raildoll.org> 

WISCONSIN DELLS AREA: Mid-Continent Railway Museum, 
E8948 Museum Road, North Freedom, WI 53951. Phone 
608-522-4261. $10 off train ride fare for card carrying NRHS 

member. <www.midcontinent.org>

WISCONSIN DELLS: Riverside & Great Northern Railway, N. 
115 County Road North, Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965. Phone 
608-254-6367. 10 percent off gift shop purchases, except 
discounted items. <www.dellstrain.com>

WYOMING
DOUGLAS: Douglas Railroad Interpretive Museum, 121 
Brownfield Rd., Douglas, WY 82633. Phone 307-358-2950. 
Admission is free. <www.jackalope.org>

EVANSTON: Historic Roundhouse and Railyards. 1440 
Main Street, Evanston, WY 82930. Phone 307-783-6300. 
Admission is free. <www.evanstonwy.org>

EVANSTON: Historic Depot Square/Uinta County Museum, 
10th and Front Street, Evanston, WY 82930. Phone 307-
789-8248. Admission is free. <www.evanstonwy.org>

Thanks for the hours of hard work
The NRHS member discount list is included in the preceding 
nine pages of this issue. We appreciate all of the hard work 
and dedication put into compiling 
this list each year by Wesley F. Ross. 
He spends countless hours sending 
mails and emails, and phoning the 
attractions to solicit their participa-
tion in the NRHS program.

Ross has been a member of the 
NRHS since 1973 and served as 
the national director of the Kentucky 
Central Chapter beginning in 1988. 
He served as regional vice president 
of the Ohio Valley Region for a number of years and is now 
serving a four-year term as the director of Region 5.

The NRHS wishes to thank all of the rail attractions that 
are offering discounts and special promotions to our 
members. The Society urges all members to thank the 
representatives of the attractions when they visit these 
sites during the coming year.

WESLEY ROSS

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
Keep up with the

latest happenings in the 

NRHS, 

plus railroad history

and preservation news,

on the NRHS Facebook page.

<https://www.facebook.com/

RailPreservation/>

To submit your chapter items for the NRHS page,
email to <nrhsnews@charter.net>
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The Southeastern Railway Museum, in Duluth, Ga. (a unit of 
the Atlanta Chapter NRHS), was recently awarded a $2,500 
grant by the NRHS Heritage Grants program (see Page 2) 
to help with the costs associated with the preservation of 
former Western Union Tool Car (WUTX) No. 3558, built in 
1929. The car was was used for maintenance of the Western 
Union telegraph lines across the nation.

The replacement of the tongue-and-grove wood siding is 
underway on our No. 3558 project. A two-person crew is 
nailing the siding in place. One works from the floor while the 
second works from the scaffold.

Primer paint is being applied also with final coats of Pullman 
Green to follow. We apply a clear sealer on the back of the 
siding before it is installed.

Work is also progressing on replacing the saw tooth adjustable 

shelving in the Provision Room. We used the wood strips mounted 
on one wall as our pattern to cut the replacements. The mounting 
strips are cut in groups of four for consistency purposes.

The first side door is being fitted into place. Adjustments 
are being made due to the new flooring we installed in that 
area during the winter. Also being made are adjustments for 
some of the old framing that has a few curves in the boards.
Underframe stripping and painting will begin soon.

We thank the National Railway Historical Society for their 
2017 Heritage Grant award we received in April. This is 
the second year in a row that the Western Union Tool Car 
Project has been awarded a grant from the NRHS. The 
award funds will help pay for completion of the project by 
next spring.

The Southeastern Railway Museum is located in the Atlanta 

NRHS funds helping with restoration of Western Union tool car

MAKING PROGRESS — Members of the Southeastern Railway Museum are making progress in attach-
ing tongue and groove siding on the side of the former Western Union tool car which they are restoring, 
with help from NRHS Heritage Grant funds. The photo, taken on May 5, also shows a sample of the paint 
that will be used on the exterior.

Article and all photos by LLOYD NEAL, Assistant Librarian, Southeastern Railway Museum
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area with close to 100 pieces of 
transportation equipment on our site.

We have several special events 
coming up over the next few months 
of interest. Summer camp for 
children will be held June 12-16 and 
July 17-21, featuring the theme “I’ve 
Been Working on the Railroad” this 
year.

Our annual “Trains, Trucks and 
Tractors” event will be held Aug. 
4-6, with visiting exhibits as well 
as our own exhibits. The Boy Scout 
Merit Badge Clinic will be held on 
Oct. 7. Our fourth annual car show, 
“Classics at the Crossing”, will be 
held Oct. 21.

HARD AT WORK — In the 
photo on the right, Bob 
East works on the saw-
tooth shelving for the for-
mer tool car. Below, Doug 
Ballin applies primer 
paint to the siding.
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If you have read the April, 2017 issue of Trains magazine, you 
would know that the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey 
Circus (RBB&B) and trains are have ceased operation after 
146 years.

The Red Unit train visited Atlanta for the last time Feb. 15- March 
5, and our Atlanta Chapter NRHS Program Chairman Gragg Rob-
inson arranged a tour while it was parked in Tilford Yard.

Through the years when the circus train has been in Atlanta, 
the trainmaster has either agreed to come to the chapter 
meeting and do a program or provide a tour of his train for 
members. A couple of years ago, we had 30-35 chapter mem-
bers visit and take the tour of the train when it was in town.
 
This year, Del Kittendorf, through his many contacts with other 
rail related organizations including Trails & Rails, Blue Ridge Sce-
nic Railroad, and others, the invitation was more widespread.

On Sunday, March 5, nearly 85 railfans came to tour the train 
for the last time. We were allowed to walk through several of 
the sleeping cars where the performers live, the “Pie Car” 
where they eat, and finally the power car which supplies the 
electrical needs for the entire train.

The weather was beautiful, and two members of the train 
crew explained the major cause of the circus’s demise and 
how the circus will dispose of the equipment. With the Blue 

and Red trains each totaling over 50 cars, the sale will be 
one of the largest sales of “roadable” passenger equipment 
in many years.

Atlanta NRHS members, railfans tour Ringling circus train

IN ATLANTA — Circus officials allowed NRHS members to see the inside of the Red Unit train.

Article and photos by LARRY DYER, Atlanta Chapter NRHS

KITCHEN — The tour of the circus train includ-
ed a glimpse into the kitchen for the “pie car.”
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The Volunteer Reporting Policy adopted by the NRHS board at 
its summer 2010 meeting established the Office of Inspec-
tor General (IG).

The policy mandates that persons covered by it report to the 
IG activities of NRHS which they reasonably believe to be 
violations of the criminal law of any state or the federal gov-
ernment. The policy also provides for non-mandatory report-
ing by a covered person who reasonably believes that some 
policy, practice or activity of NRHS is in violation of applicable 
non-criminal laws or that there has been dishonesty, or fraud 
in the implementation or conception of any policy, practice 
or activity or a covered person has witnessed fraudulent or 
dishonest conduct by another person subject to the policy.

All officers, board members and national appointed staff 
members are considered “Covered Persons.” However, re-
ports of possible fraudulent or dishonest conduct can be 

made by any NRHS member.

For further details see the Volunteer Reporting Policy on the 
NRHS website.

In the past, we had provided telephone numbers for confiden-
tial reporting. These have proven impractical and expensive, 
especially since most of the calls have been requests for in-
formation about conventions or other NRHS events. Accord-
ingly, we now have replaced the telephone reporting with an 
email address that will go directly to me as IG and be acces-
sible only by me. 

The new address is <IGHotLine@nrhs.com>.

As always, upon request, the identity of a complaining per-
son will be kept confidential to the best of my ability to do 
so.

New email hot line established for NRHS inspector general
By WALTER E. ZULLIG JR., NRHS Inspector General

The NRHS Fund, Incorporated, is a separate legal entity from 
the National Railway Historical Society, and has its own by-
laws and its own board of trustees. All of the trustees are 
NRHS members and have been appointed by the NRHS board 
of directors.

The NRHS Fund’s purpose is to function as the funding arm 
of the NRHS...to receive, manage and preserve monetary 
contributions made to the NRHS, all of which are to be used 
exclusively in support of the on-going preservation and edu-
cational programs of the NRHS.

In establishing the fund, the NRHS has joined thousands of 
other forward-thinking non-profit organizations in adopting 
this approach to prudent fiscal management in the 21st cen-
tury. 

The fund’s trustees have adopted as its motto “Funding Rail 
Preservation Project After Project”.

While your dues go exclusively to support the operations and 
administration of the NRHS and provide services to you, the 
members, as well as fulfilling the mission of the organiza-
tion, all donations (both restricted and unrestricted) that you 
make over and above your dues, are placed in the hands of 
the NRHS Fund, Inc., for management and safe-keeping until 
needed to support and fund commitments chosen and ap-
proved by the NRHS board of directors. 

In addition to soliciting and securing donations from you, our 
members, the fund board’s trustees are also committed to 
actively soliciting and securing donations from outside indi-

viduals and organizations to support these NRHS endeavors.

As the board members seek to fulfill these goals and, as 
lovers of all things railroading and its great legacy like we 
are, please consider making your own donation toward this 
work.

Your contributions will be used to support future restora-
tion and preservation projects similar to the just announced 
NRHS 2017 Heritage Grants-funded projects. Details on 
these and other grants can be found at <www.nrhs.com> 
and on page two of this edition. 

As such, all donations, both restricted and unrestricted, 
will be kept in their assigned accounts and be distributed 
for their restricted use. In addition to the grants program, 
donations also support RailCamp, our film archival digitali-
zation project and maintenance of the NRHS photographic 
archives.

And, remember, the good news is that everything you donate 
to NRHS is fully tax deductible.

To make a donation to the NRHS, this link will take you di-
rectly to the “Giving” page of our website: <http://www.nrhs.
com/giving>. The NRHS uses PayPal to safely process all 
online donations. You do not need a PayPal account to make 
your donation online.

If you prefer to send a check, the address is: NRHS, c/o John 
K. Fiorilla, Capehart Scatchard, P. O. Box 5016, Mt. Laurel, 
NJ 08054.

By WES WEIS, President, Board of Trustees, NRHS Fund

The NRHS Fund...how is it related to the NRHS? 
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The NRHS has extra copies of many Bulletin issues published 
since 2005 and we are looking to reduce our inventory.

For the remainder of 2017, we are having a blow-out sale. 
The prices are: one issue, $6; two issues, $5 each; three 
issues, $4 each; and four or more issues, $3 each. Shipping 
is included in the per issue price. All issues must be ordered 
at the same time.

Issues are available by sending check or money order and a 
list of issues you wish to purchase to: Jeff Smith, 2375 S. 
Whittmore Street, Furlong PA 18925. Make checks payable 
to NRHS.

For those interested in paying by credit card, send a message 
to bulletin@nrhs.com and an invoice will be provided for pay-
ment online. Do not send credit card information via email.

Available Bulletin issues are:

Winter 2014 – Some Vernacular Railroad Photographs.

Fall 2013 – The Modern Streetcar: Transit or Time Machine?

Summer 2013 — The Tenacious Tweetsie, Bethlehem Steel.

Spring 2013 — Savannah to Tybee Island, CSX’s New River 
Subdivision.

Winter 2013 – A History of Railroad Signaling.

Fall 2012 – Removing Southern Pacific’s Cajon Pass Tunnels, 
The Virginia & Truckee Railroad.

Summer 2012 – The Pennsylvania Railroad Mainline: Explor-
ing the Railroad Landscape.

Spring 2012 — The Hartford & Slocomb: A Classic Short 
Line in the Deep South, Kansas City Union Station, Regulat-
ing a Railroad Pocket Watch.

Winter 2012 — Southern Pacific SD45s: The Last Passenger 
Locomotives, Railroads of South Jersey.

Fall 2011 – The Challenge of Steam Tourist Railroads in the 
American West.

Summer 2011 – Small Town Grain Elevators (railroading in 
flyover country), Burnside Shops.

Spring 2011 – Portland Switching District, The Railroad Land-
scape as a Site of Cross Disciplinary Inquiry.

Winter 2011 – EMD SW-1s, Railroading in the Pacific North-
west, Restoring an ATSF Tank Car.

Fall 2010 – American Railway Depots.

Summer 2010 – Garden City Western, UP’s Central Coast Line

Spring 2010 – Tehachapi in the 21st Century, FL9 Dual Mode 
Locomotive.

Winter 2010 – A History of Railroad Photography.

Fall 2009 – Critters, Photography at Rail Museums, Rich-
mond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad.

Summer 2009 – The Gas Electric Car, Railroading in the 
Heartland.

Spring 2009 – Pennsylvania Shortlines, Chicago & Alton’s 
Dwight Illinois Depot, Wreck of PRR Pennsylvanian at Dunkirk, 
Ohio.

Winter 2009 – George Hart, Pascack Valley Line Revitalized.

Fall 2008 — Jersey Central Baldwin DR4-4-1500, Milwaukee 
in 1950, Mendota Tower.

Summer 2008 – Tribute to O. Winston Link.

Spring 2008 – Ma&Pa, Night Photo Events, Restoring Pre-
served Diesels.

Summer 2007 – Electro-Motive’s Pre-War E-units.

Spring 2007 – Beech Mountain Railroad, York Streetcars, 
Louisiana Cypress Lumber Company.

Summer 2005 – Boiler Explosion on the Milwaukee Road, 
Santa Fe’s California Mainline.

The George L. Carter Chapter NRHS continues to sell its oral 
history book completed in 2015.

The Carter Chapter is based in Johnson City, Tenn.

The 300-page book details memories of the Clinchfield, 
Southern, East Tennessee & Western North Carolina, and 
several small “pea vine” railroads in east Tennessee, South-

west Virginia, and western North Carolina.

Memories are now being collected for a possible second 
book in the near future to continue to preserve the stories 
of the railroads which meant so much to the area. For more 
information on how to purchase the book (priced at $25), 
contact Carolyn S. Gregg, chapter historian, at (423) 639-
3966 or (423) 329-4369.

George L. Carter Chapter selling oral history book on regional railroads

Back issues of Bulletin available now in “blow-out” sale
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PHOTOS BY KEVIN GILLIAM, WATAUGA VALLEY CHAPTER NRHS 
LINEUP IN SPENCER — Officials at the North Carolina Transportation Museum lined up three classic 
engines — the Texas, Lehigh Valley Coal Company 0-6-0T No. 126, and former Norfolk and Western Class 
J No. 611 — for a rare photo opportunity on April 28.

Classic Texas engine unveiled in Spencer during weekend celebration 
After more than a year of cosmetic restoration work, the historic 
Texas engine was unveiled during a celebration April 28-30 at 
the North Carolina Transportation 
Museum in Spencer.

Prior to being transported to 
Spencer in December 2015, 
the engine was on display at the 
Atlanta History Center. as part of 
a 75-year license agreement with 
the City of Atlanta. Days after the 
Spencer event, the engine was 
returned to Atlanta, where it will 
be on static display in the newly 
constructed Lloyd and Mary Ann 
Whitaker Cyclorama Building at the 
history center.

The engine was built in 1856 and is 
one of the most treasured objects 
in Atlanta’s history. It gained fame, 
along with the General locomotive, 
in the Civil War’s “Great Locomotive 
Chase” in 1862. The locomotive 
was also used in the rebuilding 
of Atlanta following Sherman’s 
March.

The restoration work was contracted 
to the Birmingham, Ala.-based 
Steam Operations Corporation, 
which also restored the N&W J 

611. The engine, as well as the Lehigh Valley No. 126, were 
also on display during the “Three Days of Steam” event.

ON THE TURNTABLE — The newly refurbished Texas engine was placed 
on the turntable at Spencer before being returned to Atlanta.
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Included on the National Register of Historic Places, the Lloyd 
Depot in Jefferson County, Fla., has a fascinating past dating 
back to its construction in 1858, when the advent of rail 
service helped the small community become an important 
shipping link for agricultural products from 
throughout the region.

Built by the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
before the Civil War, the facility is Florida’s oldest 
train depot and is one of only two surviving 
antebellum railroad stations in the state. When 
the Seaboard Air Line Railroad closed the 
depot in 1966, the Jefferson County Historical 
Association stepped in and saved the building 
from demolition, and it was transferred to the 
Gulf Wind Chapter of the NRHS a few years later 
for preservation.

Fast forward to 2017, and visitors find the 
preservation still ongoing. Most recently, Gulf Wind 
members have completed the interior drywall, trim 
and finishes of the freight room, which occupies 
the west half of the building. Improvements 
include up-to-date lighting, new exterior doors, 
the addition of an ADA-compliant accessible rest 
room, and the completion of a small office space. 
The U.S. Postal Service continues to lease the 
former ticket office and passenger waiting area, 
which serves as Lloyd’s post office.

Outside, chapter members continue the task 

of repointing, which involves removal and replacement of 
the old mortar in the original depot brickwork. The tedious 
process greatly improves both the integrity and the aesthetic 
appearance of the masonry.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY DAVE HODGES, SECRETARY-TREASURER, GULF WIND CHAPTER, NRHS

Lloyd depot in Florida being preserved by Gulf Wind Chapter NRHS

PRESENT DAY — The Lloyd depot is shown in a recent photo. The depot, which is being preserved, still 
houses the Lloyd Post Office. The work is being partially funded by an NRHS Heritage Grants award.

RESTORING THE PAST — Larry McPherson sands one of the 
interior doors at the Lloyd Depot.



June 2017<www.nrhs.com>

30

NRHS News

According to Pat Gray, chapter president, the next depot 
endeavor will be the building of exhibits that help tell the 
building’s history and its contributions to the community, as 
well as the display of 
various artifacts, among 
them a vintage baggage 
cart, freight scales, the 
ticket cabinet formerly 
used at the depot, 
waiting room benches, 
and other memorabilia. 
The chapter has plans 
for special programs, 
and there is space in the 
freight room for hosting 
small events for the 
community.

The Gulf Wind Chapter 
extends its sincere 
thanks to the Florida 
Division of Historical 
Resources and the 
National Railway 
Historical Society for 
their support through 
grants, as well as the 
many local private 
donors and members 
who provided time, 
energy and funds for this 
important project.

For more information on the depot preservation project 
and the chapter, visit the Gulf Wind chapter’s website 
<gulfwindnrhs.org>.

ROLLING DOWN THE RAILS — A westbound CSX freight rolls by the Lloyd Depot.

REPOINTING — Gulf Wind Chapter NRHS President Pat Gray (foreground) and 
Vice President Drew Hackmeyer apply fresh mortar to the depot’s west wall.
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The annual spring banquet of the Wisconsin Chapter NRHS on 
May 6, 2017, featured John Woodcock and Peter Wolff from 
the TTX Fleet Department.

Their presentation reviewed TTX’s corporate structure, rail car 
fleets, and operations. Additionally, they discussed some of 
the broader economic and logistic trends that have affected 
intermodal transportation over the past 25 years. Chapter 
members also had the opportunity to win TTX merchandise by 
answering TTX trivia questions correctly.
 
Woodcock and Wolff both have over 30 years experience in the 
transportation industry. Woodcock is director of asset manage-
ment at TTX Company, overseeing logistics activities related to 
railcar maintenance and repair, in addition to asset disposal. 
He began his transportation career swinging a spike maul at 
15. He has since held commercial positions with Canadian 
Pacific, Springfield Terminal and CSX, in addition to marketing 
and operating roles on the private car and shipper side.

Woodcock’s contributions have ranged from developing 
Mexico’s first large-scale rail-truck transload operation to ad-
vancing GPS-based tracking solutions for rail and intermodal 
equipment. He holds a logistics undergraduate degree from 
Northeastern University, and an MBA from Boston College.

Wolff started his 
railroad career with 
the Chicago and 
North Western Rail-
road, and worked in 
a variety of trans-
portation modes, 
including public 
transportation and 
airlines, before join-
ing TTX in 2003. He 
is currently a direc-
tor in market devel-
opment. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree 
from the University 
of Michigan, a law 
degree from DePaul 
University in Chi-
cago, and a mas-
ters of science in 
transportation from 
Northwestern Uni-
versity in Evanston, 
Ill.

Officials from TTX fleet department speak at Wisconsin banquet
BY DAVID K. NELSON, WISCONSIN CHAPTER NRHS PRESIDENT

Spencer Chapter members enjoy April 29 trip on Amtrak Carolinian
Members of the Samuel 
Spencer Chapter NRHS in 
North Carolina made a round 
trip on Amtrak’s Carolinian 
from Salisbury to Selma on 
Saturday, April 29.

While the morning trip from 
Salisbury was on sched-
ule and routine, the return 
trip was an adventure. The 
southbound Carolinian was 
over an hour late arriving in 
Selma, and the trip back to 
Salisbury was slowed by two 
different medical emergen-
cies that needed to hold or 
stop the train for EMS atten-
tion. As a result, the train ar-
rived in Salisbury two hours 
late.

While in Selma, the mem-
bers of the group ate lunch 
at Alandtra’s Honduran Res-
taurant, the only place open on Saturday near the railroad 
station.

The Samuel Spencer Chapter meets on the first Monday in 
each month, usually at a local restaurant.

AT SELMA STATION — Members of the Samuel Spencer Chapter NRHS are 
shown at the Selma Union Station during their April 29 trip. Chapter mem-
bers taking the trip, left to right, were: William Deal , Billie Holbrook, Paul 
Hess, Ronnie Shoe, Joy Lugar, David R. Lugar, and Donnie Smith.

AT WISCONSIN MEETING 
— John Woodcock (left) and 
Peter Wolff from the TTX 
Fleet Department were the 
guest speakers recently at 
the annual spring meeting 
of the Wisconsin Chapter 
NRHS.
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The Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley NRHS Chapter’s 
3713 Committee held a happy hour meet-and-
greet and “spring mixer” at Susquehanna Brewing 
Company (SBC) in Pittston, Pa., on May 4, to raise 
money for the 3713 restoration project

The event raised awareness among local 
communities for the restoration of former Boston 
& Maine No. 3713, which is now at Steamtown. 
The chapter has partnered with the National 
Park Service to bring the engine, dubbed The 
Constitution, back to mainline service. It was 
part of a $750,000 campaign toward completing 
work on the locomotive. When complete, 3713 
will be the only American built mainline excursion 
locomotive at Steamtown.

To date the L&WV Chapter has raised $250,000 
toward the project.

This event kicked off raising funds for the 
remaining $500,000 committed toward the 
restoration. The balance of the funds needed to 
finish the restoration 
will be provided by the 
National Park Service.

Attendees enjoyed 
SBC’s brews, BBQ by 
B3Q of West Pittston, 
and the jazz sounds of 
Mike Pryor & Company.

A special thanks goes 
out to all who attended 
and made the evening 
a success.

Go to <http://www.
project3713.com/> to 
learn more about the 
effort.

Spring mixer raises funds to help restore former B&M 3713
By ED PHILBIN, Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter NRHS

PHOTO BY ED PHILBIN OF PROJECT 3713 COMMITTEE 
DISCUSSING PROJECT — Ken Kertesz, left, a member of 
the Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter, talks to  attend-
ees about the restoration.

Photo by ROBERT JOHN DAVIS 
AT SPRING MIXER — Those attending the spring mixer were treated to BBQ, jazz, 
and craft brews.

The next issue of the NRHS News will be the eight-page July 
printed edition, which will be mailed to all members in good 
standing. The deadline for submission of articles and photos 
for that issue is June 5.

The August issue of the NRHS News will feature coverage of 
the NRHS convention scheduled for June 20-24 in Nashville, 
Tenn. If you have any photos from the convention that you 
would like to submit for consideration for a future issue of 
the News, please submit them to the addresses listed below.

Send submissions to <nrhsnews@charter.net> or Charles S. 

Williams, Editor, NRHS News, 4712 Brushy Mountain Road, 
Moravian Falls, NC 28654. For questions or further informa-
tion, phone 336-838-2754.

When possible, please don’t wait until the deadline to sub-
mit photos and items for the NRHS News. Early submissions 
make the layout process easier. Items submitted after the 
deadline will be held until the next issue.

Please submit articles as a text file or in the body of an 
email. Photos should be submitted as separate, high resolu-
tion files (300 DPI at eight-inch width) attached to an email.

Submission deadlines set for July, August issues of NRHS News
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(Editor’s note: The Quanah Zephyr excursion was the “big 
event” for the NRHS “Lone Star Rails” convention in 2008. 
The convention was hosted by the North Texas Chapter NRHS, 
which was headquartered in Fort Worth. The rare mileage ex-
cursion ran from Fort Worth to Quanah, Tex.)

For those who rode the Quanah Zephyr back on June 21, 
2008, you may remember the young cowboy who was on 
horseback and who caused quite a stir when he boarded the 
rear of the train at 20 mph as the train approached our stop 
in Quanah.

But here is the rest of the 
story...

I had arranged in advance of 
that day for a party of Indians 
and outlaws to meet the train 
at Farm-to-Market Road (FM) 
2568 just east of Quanah. I 
had also arranged to have an 
adjacent farm unlocked and 
to allow the group of horse-
men to meet there and ride 
down the side of the property 
next to the railroad.

Please keep in mind that they 
were supposed to remain on 
the farmer’s property, never 
on the BNSF, and stop when 
they reached the road. They 
agreed, and so I assumed 
that everything would go off 
without a hitch when the 
train passed.

As you might also remember, 
the train had already had oth-
er adventures that day, such 
as the blue-faced “Axe Man” 
at Dickworsham...but that’s 
another story.

Anyway, as the train approached Quanah, I was looking out 
the left side of the train for any outlaws and Indians. As a 
matter of fact, I had just announced on the train for everyone 
to be on the lookout as we neared Quanah.

When we arrived on the location, there they were, right on cue. 
But what happened next was something totally unscripted.

Instead of staying inside the farmer’s field, some of the rid-
ers had taken up positions on the BNSF right-of-way, includ-

ing one young cowboy named Kale Dwayne Akers.

The train went flying by, and the majority of horseback riders 
did what they were supposed to do and then stopped at FM 
2568. But not 15-year-old Kale Akers.

Instead of stopping, young Akers took off after the train, rac-
ing his steed right down the BNSF tracks just like in the mov-
ies. Witnesses said that he had told them that he was going 
to catch that train just like John Wayne did in “The Train Rob-

bers”.

I had made my way into the 
rear car about that time for a 
better view of the cowboys & 
Indians who were supposed 
to attack the train. Little did I 
know that the chase was on 
and that Kale was going to 
do what he did next...catch 
up with the train and board 
the last car just like train rob-
bers do in the movies.

It was an extremely danger-
ous stunt. The train was 
still doing about 20 mph, 
and here came the young 
rider and his horse, racing 
down the tracks at full gal-
lop. The horse could have 
misstepped and tripped on a 
tie. The rider could have fall-
en off the horse. The horse 
could have misstepped and 
slid off the embankment.

By now I was heading to the 
rear door and getting a ring-
side seat. But before I could 
open the door and yell at Ak-
ers to stop, that brave little 
cowboy had caught up with 
the train. He reached out, 

grabbed the handrail, swung off his horse like a stuntman, 
and made his way up onto the rear car. He had done it.

“Thank God he made it”, I quietly thought to myself. John 
Wayne would have been proud. Devin Jackson, who was serv-
ing as our train’s EMT, put it best when he said, “Roy Rogers 
and Trigger could not have done it any better”.

I opened the rear door, and Akers entered the car and said 
“Howdy, folks!”. I told him that I didn’t believe what I had just 

A different kind of ‘rail tale’
Memories of the Quanah Zephyr — The Brave Little Cowboy
By Steve Allen Goen, Conductor of the Quanah Zephyr
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seen. But almost before I could say anything else, the group 
of NRHS officials from back east that owned the private car 
was all over his butt...and rightfully so. It was a terribly dan-
gerous thing that he did.

By now the train was slowing, so I had to make my way up 
two cars so that I could supervise the unloading. It was at 
this time that everyone on the train came to me asking if it 
was safe to get off since there was a Ku Klux Klan meeting 
in progress. “What now?”, I thought.

I digress, but the infamous KKK ceremony that day actually end-
ed up being the Santa Rosa Palomino Riding Club from Vernon 
that had agreed to meet the train and do a performance for us. 
Being from Texas, I never thought anything about the members’ 
use of Confederate battle flags as part of their standard cos-
tume. Unfortunately, others from up north were not so educated 
in our local ways. One woman from New England actually fainted 
after seeing that the Hardeman County sheriff was wearing a 
real six-shooter and holster. But like I said, I digress.

Kale Dwayne Akers...the brave young little cowboy who helped 
make the Quanah Zephyr trip so memorable. I’ll never forget 
that day or the hospitality from the people of Quanah. More 
importantly, I’ve never forgotten that brave little cowboy.

I tell this story because Kale Dwayne Akers tragically died 
back on February 19 of this year. He was just 22 years old. 
The accident happened at 2 a.m. on FM 924 just north of 
Chillicothe. They said his pickup left the road at a curve, 
struck a concrete culvert and then rolled several times. Ak-
ers was thrown from his truck and killed instantly.

Kale had told everyone the day of the Quanah Zephyr that 
he was going to rob that train just like in the movies, and 
he did. The stunt became something of a local legend that 
lots of people around Quanah still talk about today. Many of 
us railfans who rode the train also still remember what hap-
pened. To me, my days are going by faster and faster, so it 
seems like it was just yesterday.

They talked about the little cowboy robbing the Quanah Zeph-
yr once again last month during Kale’s funeral. The funeral 
was at the Quanah Indians football stadium, and when they 
brought his casket into the stadium in the bed of an old 
horse drawn wagon and stopped at the 50-yard line, the an-
nouncer retold the entire story of the Quanah Zephyr’s fa-
mous train robbery once again.

Although this young man’s life was tragically cut short, isn’t 
it something almost magical that our train that day touched 
his life so much? To most of us, the little cowboy at Quanah 
was just another chapter in a book of endless stories and 
events that day. But to Kale Dwayne Akers, catching our train 
must have been something incredibly important in this young 
man’s life...so important that the entire story was retold on 
the stadium’s PA system in front of everyone who attended 
his funeral. His father said that what he did that day was the 
one thing that he was most proud of in his life.

We should all keep in mind that everything we do in life affects 
others, sometimes in ways that we can never imagine. The Qua-
nah Zephyr was, in reality, just a passenger train from Fort Worth 
to Quanah...or was it perhaps more? Not one of us knew Kale 
Dwayne Akers before that day, but the Quanah Zephyr some-
how managed to bring us all together just for a brief moment 
in time, mere minutes in a long busy day. Call it fate, kismet, 
serendipity, or just a chance encounter, but the fact remains 
that some power greater than us aligned the stars that summer 
afternoon in Hardeman County so that the Quanah Zephyr and 
Kale Dwayne Akers would briefly cross paths.

I was reminded recently that most of us have been chasing 
trains all of our lives. Kale Dwayne Akers actually caught his 
that day.

Many of us have forgotten that long hot day, the train, the 
people, the town. But the Quanah Zephyr remained in this 
young man’s heart until the very end.

Thanks Kale, for helping to make that day so memorable.

The Lebanon Mason & Monroe (LM&M) Railroad, in conjunc-
tion with the Cincinnati Chapter NRHS, will sponsor the “Blue 
Ash Rare Mileage” train trip on Saturday, Sept. 2. The trip 
will be over on some of the original Cincinnati, Lebanon and 
Northern Railway right of way, which was originally a narrow 
gauge line. The trackage has not been used for passenger 
service for over 20 years.

There is a first class offering in an air conditioned car. The 
cost is $40, and tickets must be purchased through the 
LM&M. 

Other tickets, for seating in the Lackawanna coaches, are 
$25 each. If you purchase tickets through the CCNRHS, the 
chapter will keep a portion of the proceeds.

For more information, email <NRHSCHAPTER@GMAIL.COM> 
or phone Frank Kammer at 513-729-1919 or Bernie Coppock 
at 937-469-3089. You can send check or money order to 
CCNRHS, c/o Frank Kammer, 1706 Marilyn Lane, Cincinnati, 
OH 45231. You can also visit <www.lebanonrr.com>, the web-
site of the LM&M, for the Blue Ash Rare Mileage flyer.

The train will depart from 2172 Seymore Avenue in Cincinnati, 
at 9:30 a.m., and arrive at Cooper Road, where passengers 
will unload for lunch, at 11:30 am. Lunch will be on your own.

While passengers eat lunch, the train will make a 45-minute 
trip for local residents to Kemper Road. Tickets for that trip, 
which departs at noon, are $10 each. The train for the return 
trip to Cincinnati will depart at 2:15 p.m.

Lebanon Mason & Monroe Railroad sets rare mileage trip
BY FRANK KAMMER AND BERNIE COPPOCK, CINCINNATI CHAPTER NRHS
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PHOTO BY TERESA RENNER, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
ONE OF ORIGINAL SIX — Bringing up the markers on the Saturday, April 8 trip to Lynchburg, Va., 
was ex-CB&Q dome/observation car Silver Solarium. This is one of the six original Vista Dome sleeper 
dome/observation cars built for the California Zephyr by Budd in 1948. The photo was taken as the 
train passed through Danville, Va.

PHOTO BY TERESA RENNER, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
CHARLOTTE SPECIAL — On Sunday morning, the Charlotte Special headed south from Spencer, 
N.C. to Charlotte and had no diesel coupled behind the 611. The entire train was turned for the return 
trip in Charlotte and it then headed north back to Spencer. This shot was taken in Kannapolis, N.C. 
on the northbound trip. 

‘Queen of Steam’ returns to rails for first trips of new season
By ALEX MAYES, Potomac Chapter NRHS

This season’s inaugural steam excursions with former Nor-
folk & Western Class J No. 611 got off to an outstanding 
start over the weekend of April 8-9. Cool, clear weather pro-
vided ideal conditions for riding and chasing the trips, which 
ran to three different destinations.

The trips were sponsored by the North Carolina Transpor-
tation Museum and the Virginia Museum of Transportation 
(VMT), in conjunction with the Norfolk Southern Corporation. 
All three trips originated at the N.C. Transportation Museum 
in Spencer and ran over the former Southern Railway main.
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The first trip, on Saturday, April 8, went north to Lynchburg, 
Va. and returned. There was a three-hour layover in Lynch-
burg which allowed passengers to detrain and explore the 
historic areas of the city.

The train was turned during the layover and departed at 3 
p.m. to head back to Spencer.

Two trips were run on Sunday.

The morning trip went south to 
Charlotte and back. The after-
noon trip went north to Greens-
boro, N.C., where the entire 
train was turned on the wye at 
the lead to the line to Winston-
Salem, N.C.

The consist on both days was 
comprised of 20 vintage pas-
senger cars, which included two 
full-length dome cars and three 
half-length dome cars, a tool 
car and a car equipped with a 
diesel generator to provide elec-
trical power (HEP) to the cars.

On the Saturday trip Norfolk 
Southern SD40-2 No. 6110 
was coupled behind the 611 
to conserve coal, as the trip to 
Lynchburg and back could not 
run on one tender of coal. Both 

trips on Sunday ran with pure steam power.

The final trip with the 611 for this year is currently scheduled 
for May 29. However, check the VMT’s website at this link 
for possible additional trips <http://fireup611.org/excur-
sions/>.

PHOTO BY CLAY MORITZ, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
ON RETURN TRIP — The return trip to Spencer departed Lynchburg at 3 p.m. This shot is on the mas-
sive bridge over the former Virginian Railway main and the Roanoke River at Altavista, Va., as the 
train headed south to Spencer.

PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
BACK IN SPENCER — Sunday afternoon’s train, named The Piedmont 
Limited, headed north to Greensboro, and then back to Spencer. This shot 
was taken of the southbound return trip as it ducked under a vintage 
Southern Railway signal bridge as the train headed back into the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum grounds.
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A steady stream of 430 adults and 39 children enjoyed the 
Harrisburg NRHS Chapter’s 31st annual Railroad Show and 
Collectors Market, which took place at the Fellowship Hall, 
First Church of God in Middletown, Pa. on March 11. Train 
fans and memorabilia collectors came to patronize 45 ven-
dors occupying 100 tables, view operating N scale and S 
gauge model trains, and watch vintage railroad movies. 

Historian Ken Springirth from Erie, Pa., gave a one-hour talk 
on Philadelphia trolleys to an audience of 40, and Middle-
town & Hummelstown Railroad had a photo exhibit of opera-
tions on its line.

In the morning, State Representative Thomas Mehaffie, 
whose district includes Middletown, circulated through the 
show accompanied by a show co-chair Eric Ohstrom. 

Mark Irvin was also co-chair. Joe Heffron and Dianne Robin-
son handled admissions, while Charlie High made announce-
ments on the public address system.

Grateful thanks go out to Boy 
Scout Troop 51, from Elizabeth-
town, Pa. A crew of six scouts and 
four leaders efficiently helped ven-
dors move merchandise to their 
vehicles, stacked up and stored 
tables and chairs, and set up 
round tables and chairs for the 
next church event.

The show ran from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

AT TRAIN SHOW — Visitors to the Harrisburg Chapter’s train show check 
out the items offered by the many vendors who attended.

Harrisburg Chapter hosts 31 annual train show, collectors market
Article and photos by SLOAN AUCHINCLOSS, Harrisburg Chapter NRHS

MODEL — A working model railroad was a part of the Harrisburg show.

HELPING HANDS — Members of Boy Scout 
Troop 51 assisted vendors and chapter mem-
bers at the train show.

NRHS ALCO collection
One of the richest collections 
of historic train and railway 
pictures in the world, ALCO 
Historic Photos (AHP) preserves 
nearly 30,000 photographic 
negatives and 10,000 drawings 
and documents relating to the 
American Locomotive Company 
(Alco) and its successor, Alco 
Products. Over 100 years of 
locomotive building from 1865 
to 1969 is represented.

The majority of the photos of 
trains are builder’s photographs 
of steam locomotives and 
diesel locomotives. 

AHP is a committee of the 
NRHS.
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KEOKUK, IOWA — The Keokuk Union Depot Foundation 
(KUDF) was awarded a $5,000 grant by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation from the Landes Fund for Iowa of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. These grant funds 
will be used to pay historic preservation consultant fees for 
the 2017 phase of the depot’s roof restoration project.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a privately funded 
nonprofit organization, works to save America’s historic places.

Keokuk native Neal Vogel of Restoric, LLC, based in Chicago, 
is the Depot’s historic preservation consultant.
 
Keokuk Union Depot Foundation is embarking upon the third 
and final phase of restoring the roof of the 1891 Burnham 
& Root Keokuk Union Depot. KUDF expects to complete the 
installation of Summer Rose clay tiles on the upriver and 
downriver roofs in 2017.

In 2015, the chimney was restored to its original height, along 
with structural reinforcement and restoration of the eaves, sof-
fits and brackets on the upriver end. In 2016, the central tower 
was raised to its original height by hoisting a newly constructed 
apex onto the structurally reinforced central tower base. The 
central tower’s dormers and turrets were then restored, Sum-
mer Rose clay tiles were installed on the entire central tower, 
to which decorative copper finials and ridge hips replicating 
the original 1891 design were added. The remaining eaves, 
soffits and brackets around the en-
tire building were also reinforced and 
restored.

“Organizations like Keokuk Union 
Depot Foundation help to ensure 
that communities and towns all 
across America retain their unique 
sense of place,” said Stephanie 
Meeks, president of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. “We 
are honored to provide a grant to 
Keokuk Union Depot Foundation, 
which will use the funds to help 
preserve an important piece of our 
shared national heritage.”

Grants from the National Trust Pres-
ervation Funds range from $2,500 
to $5,000 and have provided over 
$15 million since 2003. These 
matching grants are awarded to 
nonprofit organizations and public 
agencies across the country to sup-
port wide-ranging activities including 
consultant services for rehabilitat-
ing buildings, technical assistance 

for tourism that promotes historic resources, and the devel-
opment of materials for education and outreach campaigns. 
For more information on National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion’s Preservation Fund grants, visit <http://forum.saving-
places.org/build/find-funding>. 

The mission of KUDF is to develop funding to support the 
preservation of the Keokuk Union Depot. Erected in 1891, 
the depot is architecturally significant as one of the fi-
nal projects of John Root, of the eminent Chicago firm of 
Burnham and Root.

The building is also historically significant as the center of 
regional rail transportation during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, and as a hub of community life during that 
era. Preservation activities the foundation will support in-
clude the rehabilitation and restoration of the building’s ex-
terior and interior, and the adaptive reuse of the structure 
as a community resource in a manner consistent with its 
architectural and historical value. KUDF has received grants 
for its roof restoration project from other historic preser-
vation entities, including the Jeffris Family Foundation and 
State Historical Society of Iowa, Historical Resource Devel-
opment Program.

Contributions to help complete the KUDF roof restoration 
project may be sent to KUDF, P.O. Box 463, Keokuk, IA 
52632.

Keokuk Depot receives National Trust for Historic Preservation grant
By JANET SMITH, Keokuk Union Depot Foundation

PHOTO BY KEOKUK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT BLAKE CLARK
PROGRESS ON DEPOT -- This photo shows the depot restoration status 
as of early 2017.
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PHOTO BY ALEX MAYES, POTOMAC CHAPTER NRHS
INTRIGUING DIESELS FOR A SHORTLINE — For most of the 1980s, railfans were drawn to the Loui-
siana and North West Railroad, a 62-mile shortline running between McNeil, Arkansas and Homer, 
La. The attraction was the L&NW’s fleet of 30-year-old EMD F7s hauling freight, which were becom-
ing uncommon to see on most railroads by then. In 1986, the L&W had five F7s and one FP7 on its ros-
ter; however, the F-units were gone by the early 1990s, replaced by EMD Geeps. This photo was taken 
of a southbound L&NW local at Brister, Ark. on June 7, 1984. Leading the 27-car train are F7s No. 47 
and 45, both ex-Southern Pacific units. 

We found a wonderful community at Cookeville with a beautiful 
railroad station that has a museum inside the building. We 
will have a photo run-by at this location after the train has 
unloaded upon arrival. At this point, the catering vendor will 
be distributing the box lunch to passengers who will enjoy 
same on the depot grounds.

On Thursday, the committee visited three sites for the convention.

First we visited the Historic Rail Park and Museum in Bowling 
Green, where a complete static passenger train of vintage 
heritage equipment is displayed. The museum is housed in the 
old Bowling Green station building that was used by the L&N 
Railroad right up to the start of Amtrak. The building is home 
to many wonderful displays and a large model railroad display.

Next we visited the Kentucky Railroad Museum in New Haven, 
Ky., where we will be having lunch (included in the ticket price) 
and riding the museum’s excursion train pulled by an ALCO 
BL-2 diesel and an ex-SFE CF-7 diesel. The museum has 
many interesting pieces of equipment and includes several 
steam engines and diesel.

Another event includes the all-day tour up to Bardstown, Ky., 
where the R.J. Corman folks operate the “My Old Kentucky 

Dinner Train”, on which we will have a lunch-time ride 
(including lunch) behind a pair of F-7s and their dinner train 
with two table cars and a mid-train kitchen car.

These are the two different Thursday tours offered on the 
NashRails convention. The NRHS annual membership 
meeting, as well as the advisory board and national board 
meetings will also be a part of the convention.

Be aware that the hotel that will be the headquarters for the 
convention is in the process of being converted to a Hilton 
property from the previous Holiday Inn brand. There is some 
interior construction underway at this time on part of  the 
public area in the courtyard. All restaurants and bars are 
still in place, and any construction being done will not affect 
our convention. The re-do of the individual rooms has been 
completed, and the rooms look great.

For a complete convention program, visit <http://nrhs.
com/sites/default/files/2017ConventionRegistrationBo
ok2_0.pdf>. A convention registration form is available at 
<http://nrhs.com/sites/default/files/2017_Convention_
Registration_Form2_1.pdf>.

 We encourage all those “on the fence” potential attendees to 
book now via the NRHS convention page for this convention.

We hope to see you there.

Get your tickets now for NRHS convention and events in Nashville
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