Charles L. Webb
Born in 1958 and growing up in West Chester PA I couldn’t help becoming an avid fan of the
Pennsy. The West Chester Branch of the PRR ran right by my elementary school. I remember
making a deal with my teacher that if I paid attention in class and got good grades, she would
allow me to sit facing the window so I could see the MP 54 electrics or the diesel freights. My
earliest recollection of “train watching” occurred on a Sunday night before 1962 when I
remember seeing a train of steam engines being towed to the scrap yard near Coatesville PA. I
also received a cherished Christmas gift of a Lionel HO gauge train for Christmas in 1961.
While it might seem odd that I remember these things so well for being only 3 years old, I have
hung onto these memories because my father passed away in the summer of 1962. He was a “rail
fan” and his stepfather was a railroad conductor in Buffalo NY. My dad left me with his love of
trains and it’s in my genes.
As you can see my interest in railroading and railroads have been with me since I was quite
young. I guess timing is everything in that I was graduating from high school and college during
the latter part of the Penn Central years and the early Conrail days when layoffs in the rail
industry were widespread. I did work for a bit on the Octorara Railroad in Kennett Square PA.
My senior paper in high school was on the history of the railroad in West Chester.
In 1981, I graduated from West Chester University with a degree in Political Science / Public
Administration. My senior paper was on the potential impacts of the then newly passed Staggers
Rail Act of 1980.
With no opportunities in the railroad industry I took a management position with the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. I held various management positions since 1985. In
1992 I moved to York PA. I retired from state government in 2015. In addition, I have worked
in the insurance industry for over 10 years on a part time basis and served as a volunteer
firefighter/ Emergency Medical Technician for over 30 years. I currently am building my own
insurance business.
My wife Patti and I are co-owners of Tartan Insurance and Investments LLC and we also own an
antique business called Railroad Ave Antiques and Toy Trains.
I have been a National Director with the NRHS since 2016 and presently serve as the
Chairperson of the NRHS Heritage Grants Program Committee.
I belong to the following additional groups: Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Chapter of the National
Railroad Historic Society and both The Northern Central and Philadelphia Chapters of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Technical and Historic Society. I am an avid railroad photographer and
collector of railroadiana. I also collect Lionel and American Flyer trains. I have travelled
extensively via AMTRAK. My wife, Patti and I enjoy traveling to any town where there are
railroad tracks, antique shops a good diner or pub. I support my Scotch / Irish heritage by playing
the bagpipes with the Kiltie Band of York. We enjoy the history of the rails as well as modern
day railroading. We have three sons, a daughter and two granddaughters.
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